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The Date Father Didn’t Keep
LREY

li happened in one of those picturesque Danish taverns
that cater to tourists and where English is spoken. | was
with my father on a business-and-pleasure trip'.

He had visited Denmark when he was a young man. |
asked him, “How long is it since you were here?”

“Oh, about 30 years. | remember being in this very
inn?, by the way.” He looked around, remembering.
“Those were gracious days.” He stopped suddenly, and |
saw that his face was pale. | followed his eyes and looked
across the room to a woman who was setting a tray of
drinks® before some customers. “Do you know her?” | asked.

“I did once,” he said.

“How she has changed!” muttered Father, mopping his
face with o handkerchief. “I knew her before | ever met your
mother,” he went on. “l was a student, on a tour. She
was a lovely young thing*, very graceful. 1 fell madly in
love with her, and she with me®.”

“Does Mother know about her?” I blurted out, resent-
fully.

“Oh, yes, | want to tell you. 1don’t want you won-

dering about this. Her father objected to our romance. |

-




was a foreigner. | had no prospects, and was dependent on
my father. When | wrote Father that | wanted to get mar-
ried he cut off my allowance. And | had to go home. But |
met the girl once more, and told her I would return to
America, borrow enough money to get married on, and
come back for her in a few months.”

“We knew,” he continued, “that her father might in-
tercept a letter, so we agreed that | would simply mail her
a slip of paper with a date on it, the time she was to meet
me at a certain place; then we’d get married. Well, 1
went home, got the loan and sent her the date. She re-
ceived the note. She wrote me: ‘1’ Il be there.’ But she
wasn’ 1. Then | found that she had been married about two
weeks before to a local innkeeper. She hadn’t waited.”

Then my father said, “Thank God she didn’t. | went
home met your mother, and we’ve been completely happy.
We often joke about that youthful love romance. ”

We drank our beer and left. Outside | said, “Father,
just’ how did you write that date on which she was to meet
you?”

He stopped, took out an envelope and wrote on it.
“Like this,” he said. “12/11/13, which was, of course,
December 11, 1913.”

“No!” I exclaimed. “It isn’t in Denmark or any Euro-
pean country. Over here they write the day first, then the
month. So that date wouldn’t be December 11 but the 12th




of November!”

Father passed his hand over his face. “So she was
there!” he exclaimed. “And it was because I didn’t show
up that she got married.” He was silent a while. “Well,”
he said, “I hope she’s happy. She seems to be.®”

As we resumed walking | blurted out, “It’s a lucky

thing it happened that way. You wouldn’ t have met

Mother.”
He put his arm around my shoulders, looked at me

with a heart-warming smile, and said, “I, was doubly

lucky, young fellow, for otherwise | wouldn’t have met

you, either!”
(546 words)

New Words and Phrases:

date [dert] n., v. 4%

1.

2. picturesque [ipiktforesk] adj.  IEA

3. Danish ["demif] adj. FHEH

4. tavern ["teeve(:)n] =. WE, MRS
5. cater ['kerto] . HER Ik &

6. gracious [ ‘greifas] adj. W&

7. mutter ['mats] v. BEKE

8. mop [mop] v. 73

9. blurt [blait] v. 156 T

10. resentful [rrzentfl] adj. IR, AWK
11. allowance [a’lauans] n. b3l
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12. intercept  [into(:)'sept]wv. =8
Notes:

1. business-and-pleasure trip business trip #& = i %,
HEAN —#ME, SHEZEER %, BiKHF
business-and-pleasure trip iX—ia4i,

2. thisvery inn ERXR#E very EXERABER
i, fEAHARERE inn CNERE), DInEER, B8
2 “ER” (X1

3. setting a tray of drinks  4E3—&4k#t  POR T
MAHTEREFIM, drink BEREK, ITEHNERLA
R B PR FRAE soft drinks, B R B9 WA liquor —
W (BEXE),

4. thing XEAH “Rik (FBA)” #, HRHECE.

5. she withme #JEZULE 4K X she 5 with 2
i fell madly in love & # T, #EEE,

6. shewasn’t #XA& JSHEH there BT o

7. just FTFHMEAF, 2R K GF) B

8. She seems to be. & RRBK,

Exercises:

I . Which word can best replace the word under-
lined in each of the following sentences:
1. 1t happened in one of these picturesque taverns.

A. restaurants B. inns
C. hotels D. motels

2. His face suddenly turns pale.
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A. white B. red

C. bright D. colorful

I blurted out, resentfully.

A. unhappily B. suddenly

C. angrily D. thoughtlessly
4. Her father objected to our romance.

A. love B. man:riuge

C. engagement D. love affair

5. My father muttered a few words, mopping his face
with a handkerchief.
A. sweeping B. cleaning
C. wiping D. drying
. Decide which of the following is the best
choice:
1. Which of the following is true?
A. The author was on a business-pleasure trip.
B. The father of the author was on a business-
pleasure trip.
C. Both the author and his father were on a business-
and-pleasure trip.
D. Neither the author nor the father was on a busi-
ness-and-pleasure trip.
2. The first time when the father met the girl, he was

A. studying in Denmark
B. touring in Denmark

C. eating in one of the taverns in Denmark
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D. catering to tourists in Denmark
3. The girl finally married to a local innkeeper,
because
A. she didn’t love his father any more
B. her parents objected to their marriage
C. of a misunderstanding in the way of writing the
date
D. his father didn’t get the loan

4. The author is a (an)

A. Danish B. European
C. foreigner D. American

5. They headed for that particular tavern, because the

father

A. wanted to see the girl again

B. was still in love with the girl

C. wanted to bring back his old memory
D

led the way subconsciously




Behind the Words
AT ERNE

The years was 1879; the country, Ireland.

It was a time' of great poverty and unrest. Crops had
been bad for several years; the people? were hungry; in-
deed, many children were starving to death.

Britain ruled the land then, and London, the seat of

government’, was a long way off. The lawmakers in Par-

liament* heard rumors and complaints, but dismissed them
impatiently. The Irish, they felt, were an unruly, trouble-
some, and complaining lot. So Parliament did little to
help, and a great deal to make matters worse. °

For example, Parliament had passed the notorious
Land Llaws. These laws, made to protect the big land-
owners, required that tenant farmers pay rents promptly or
be thrown off the land.®

This was cruelly hard on the Irish farmers. Most of

them rented land. They were too poor to buy their own.” If

the crops were bad, they faced starvation. Now, under -

the Land Laws, they couldn’t even hope for a better crop

next year, for they might have no land to cultivate.
Something had to be done. Under the leadership of

Charles Stewart Parnell, they banded together to form the
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