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Unit 1 New to U.S. A.
Ik E 8

General introduction of the main characters

This is the very beginning of this book, and for the
convenience of our readers we would like to present some basic
information about the three characters who will appear in every
unit from now on.

Zhang Li, Chen Ling and Wang Ming have all passed the
nursing knowledge examination held by CGFNS ( The
Commission on Graduates of Foreign Nursing School), and
they have also passed the TOFEL exam. So they all have
acquired the CGENS Certificate and now they are working in a
hospital in Los Angeles in the United States as the registered
nurses. Chen Ling and Zhang Li have immigrated into the U.S.
along with their children and husbands, while Wang Ming’s
girlfriend is now still a graduate student working on a master’s
degree in Fudan University in Shanghai.

It is necessary to have some idea about CGENS. CGFNS,
The Commission on Graduates of Foreign Nursing School,
is a nonofficial, nonprofit independent organization. It was
founded in 1977 and is headquartered in Pennsylvania,
U.S.A.. The immigration law of the U.S. states that all the
foreign nurses who want to come to the U.S. to do the same job
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must first of all be holders of CGFNS Certificate, no matter
what kind of visas they are holding — working visas or
professional immigrant visas.

Now you’ve learned something about the three, and they
would love to share their new immigrant life with you.

Chen: Hi, Lily, has your husband got a job? And is there any
trouble for your child to go to school?

Zhang: Oh, dear! It’s easy for my child to go to school. As you
know, in the U.S., children always go to the schools near their
homes.

Chen: Oh, yeah, I know. You don’t need to pay the fee in
public schools, and even the lunch fee can be waived for low-
income families.

Zhang: But my husband is a big problem. He used to be an
honorable doctor in Shanghai, but he cannot find a job in the
hospitals here because of his poor English. Now the only job he
can find is to wash dishes in a Chinese restaurant.

Chen: Well, I think the pay is good.

Zhang: But you know, he always feels so frustrated and has
such a grievance against me. He's always saying that he would
not have come here to suffer so much but for my insistence on
being a registered nurse in the United States. He sighs and
groans all day and gives me a sullen look at home. I would
rather stay longer here in the hospital.

Vocabulary
convenience /ken'vinjens/ n. @], H{#
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present /pri'zent/ vt. #H , EF

character /'keerikta/ n. PEXEARME, AY)
commission /ke'mufon/ n. BERE

registered /'redzistad/ adj. BN, BBIEH
acquire /s'kware/ vt. i, %3]

graduate /'greedjuert, -dzvert/ n. (KZF)Hlv 4, T4
immigrate /'imgrert/ vt. {HEE AL

found /faund/ v. WL

visa /'viza/ n. &if

professional /pro'fefonl/ adj. & \v#, BV i
waive /werv/ v. JH#H

honorable /'onerabl/ adj. B]#f¥)

frustrated /fra'strettid, 'fra-/ adj. W ,FEZSH
sullen /'salen/ adj. 1B, TITLARH

Notes

examination questions. 5, X5

for long: KA

registered nurse: HEHHH+

master’s degree; 1224

nonofficial: IEEH K, non-FR“E, R”
nonprofit. L& FkY

independent organization. 7§14
public school: EEK/A /Mg

to have a grievance against sb. : #LEFA
sigh and groan. KM&EMN

to give sb. a sullen look: BAEAREBE
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Unit 2 Hard Nut to Crack
EEH AN

Zhang: Last time, we talked about some problems of my family
life in the U.S.. Ling, has your husband adjusted well to the
new life?

Chen: Each family has its hard nut to crack. My husband used
to be an insurance agent at home. He started the business
rather early and had a lot of clients.

Zhang. Then the income must have been fine.

Chen: And the working time was flexible. Now in the U.S., he
must take the examination in English to get the insurance
license, but his English is too poor to pass the examination. He
can only work in a Chinese travel agency. The boss is from
Taiwan Province of China and is very strict with the
employees. He says he is so nervous while at work that he
always feels dizzy. So he’s very unhappy every day and doesn’t
even want to speak after he goes back home from work.

Wang: Hey, you guys. You are talking so warmly in English!
Zhang: A few nurses from China like us have decided to speak
English in the hospital to practice English. We know the law
states that minorities can speak their mother tongues in working
place, but we are new here, we would like to speak more of
English to be melted into this group.
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Chen: Wang Ming, has your girlfriend written to you?

Wang: Come on, who writes letters in a digital age? We send e-
mail to each other every day and I often call her. Do you know
that it’s much more cheaper to call Shanghai from the U. S.
than to call the U.S. from Shanghai?

Zhang: Wang Ming, you’ve left your sweet-and-twenty
girlfriend alone in Shanghai, don’t you worry that others will
steal her heart?

Wang. Couldn’t be. We've been in love with each other for
several years, so our relationship is pretty sound. She said she
would come to the U.S. after she acquires the master’s degree.
Let’s get down to business now. Many friends in the medical
field have asked us about CGFNS nursing knowledge
examination. [ think we’d better turn to that, OK?

Chen: OK, but I don’t think there is much time left now. And
it’s better for the readers to have a systematic idea about the
whole thing.

Zhang: Let’s start giving them a systematic lecture from next
time.

Vecabulary

adjust /o'dzast/ vi. JEHE, 1§

nut /nat/ n. B, MK EIE

crack /kreek/ v. ()R, (BN
rather /'ra:do/ adv. TR

earn /an/ vt. BE, %13

client /'klaent/ n. %, %), BHEA
flexible /'fleksobl/ adj. Ry, Al ;ER K




