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Passage 1

THE GIFT OF LANGUAGE

Can you imagine how a rabbit is running into its hole?
You will say, “What has this to do with language?”

When a rabbit sees something dangerous, it runs away. Its
tail, which is white, moves up and down as it runs. The other
rabbits see this white tail moving up and down, and they run
too. They know that there is danger. The rabbit has told
them something without making a sound. It has given them

a signal, : :

Many other animals use this kind of language. When a
cobra! is angry, it raises its hood? and makes itself look fierce.

' This warns other animals. When g bee has found some food, it

goes back to its home. It cannot tell the other bees where the
food is by speaking to them, but it does a little dance in the air.
This tells the bees where the food is.

Some animals say things by making sounds. A dog barks,
for instance, when a stranger comes near. A cat purrs? when
pleased. ‘Some birds make several different sounds, each with

. its.own meaning. Sometimes we human beings speak in the

same way. We make sounds like “Oh!” or “Ah!"” when we are
frightened or pleased or when we drop something on our toes!
But we have something that no animal has—a large number

of words which have the meanings of things, actions, feelings or
. 1
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ideas. We are able to give each other information, to tell or
inform other people what is in our mind or how we feel. By
writing words down we can remember things that have hap-

pened, or send messages to people far away. No animal can do

this. No animal has the wonderful power of language.

No one knows how man learned to make words. Perhaps
he began by making sounds like those made by animals. Per-
haps he grunted like a pig when he lifted something heavy. Per-
haps he made sounds like those he heard all round him—water
splashing, bees humming, a stone falling to the ground. Some-
how he learned to make words. As the centuries went by, he
made more and more new words. This is what we mean by
language.

P'eople living in different countries made different kinds
of words. Today there ‘are about fifteen hundred different

"languages in the world. Each contains many thousands of
“words. A very” large English dlcnonary, for example, contains
four or five hundred thousand words. But we do not need all
\'_‘\"these. To read this book you need to know only abgpt two
“thousand words. '_l}efppe you leave school you will learn only a

.‘ few thousand more.

The words you know are called your vocabylary. You

, should try to  make your -vocabulary bigger. Read as many
.books as you can. There are plenty of -books written. in easy
. English for'you to read.. You will enjoy them. When you meet

a new word, firid it in your dictionary. Your dictionary is your
most useful book. ‘
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Notes to the Passage

1. cobra: FREiE
2. hood: FREEHE ML MBE
3. purr: (%) REWMBRN LZHENREOSEE

Useful Expressions

1. have (sth ) to do with. .. : have some connection with... 5---

EES

2. human being: a man, woman or a child, not an animal A
3. (time) go by: pass (in time) ( BE] ) iEE
4. plenty of...: a large quantity or number of... K&

Comprehension

Select the answer which is most accurate according to the informa-

~ tion given in the passage.

1. Which of the following does the passage mainly talk about?
a) Animals are able to warn other animals of danger. -
b) Animals communicate with each other by making sounds.
¢) Animals as well as human beings have power of language.
d) It is important to learn as many English words as possible.
2. According to the passage, how many kinds of language are used
by animals? ' .
a) One. b) Two. ¢) Three. d) Four.
3. A rabbit uses its tailto ___._
a) help it to run fast '
b) show how it feels



¢) move up and down

'd) tell other rabbits aboﬁt danger

Several different sounds can be made by a

a) bird b) bee c¢) cobra d) pig

A very large English dictionary might contain words.
a) 500 b) 1,500 c) 5,000 d) 500,000

The number of different languages spoken is about .
a) 150 b) 1,500 c) 5,000 d) 15,000

Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the passage?

a) A cat can show its feeling by making a kind of sound.

b) A bee hums, but a pig grunts.

¢) Many animals {ell each other something by giving a signal.
d) The words we use todéy were invented many centuries ago.
Paragraph Two implies that

a) a rabbit has a white tail

b) a rabbit can use its tail as a signal

c) a rabbit runs away when it sees something dangerous

d) a rabbit is not a brave animal

Vocabulary

Choose the definition which best fits these words or phrases as they
are used in the passage.

1,

gift (the title)
a) present b) power c) cleverness d) powder

. fierce (line 10) .

a) cruel b) powerful. ¢) .strong ~d) mild
for instance (line 16)
a) always b) sometimes

‘ o m
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¢) in many cases d)
. in/orm’(line 24)

a) say b)

¢) be aware of d)
. messages (line 26)

a) spoken language b)

¢) information d)

. “‘those” refers to (line 29)
a) words b) animals ¢) sounds

for example

tell
write a letter to

written words
letters

d) men
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Passage 2
THE THOUSAND AND ONE NIGHTS

There was once a King of Persia! who had a beautiful wife.
He loved her very much, but she was a wicked? woman. When
the King discovered her wickedness, he killed her. He decided
that all women were wicked and that he would punish them.
He gave orders that he was to be given a new wife every day.3
After one day’s marriage he would cut off her head and marry
again. This went on for some time and all the people of the
country were very unhappy.

Now the King had a Chief Minister whom he loved. The
Chief Minister had two beautiful daughters. The elder of the
two had read many books and knew all the stories of the world.
She decided that she would try to cure the King of his madness.

She went to her father and said, “Father, I want to marry
the King. Please go and tell him.”

Her' father was horrified and tried to persuade her to
change her mind but she would not. She was determined. “I
shall marry him.” she said, “and perhaps I can make him stop
this mad murder. If not, I shall die myself.”

The King was delighted when the Chief Minister told him,
and the marriage took place at once. After the wedding, the new
Queen said, “If I am going to die tomorrow, please let me have
my sister with me for a short time, so that I may say good-bye.”

PRNIPL
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The King agreed and the sister came. The .Queen had told her
sister about the plan and she knew what to do. She waited for
night-time.

The King tried to sleep but he could not. Secing this, the
sister said to the Queen, “The King cannot sleep. Why don’t
you tell us one of your stories?”

The Queen said, “No, the King may not want to listen.”
But the King said, “Yes, tell us a story.”

So the Queen began. It was a very exciting story, and
when she reached the most exciting part of all she»sto'pped.

“Go on,” said the King.

“It’s time to stop now,” said the Queen. “What a pity that
I am going to be killed torﬁorrow. The next part of the story
is even more exciting.” |

The King thought, “There is no need to kill her tomorrow.
I will wait until the day after, and then I can hear the end of
the stary.” .

But the second night, the Queen finished the story and

. began another, and again she stopped at a very exciting place.

Again her life was saved. On the third mght the same thing
happened.

This went on night after mght until they had been mamed
a whole year, and a beautiful son was born to the Queen The.
King now loved his wife and understood that thqre were good
and bad women just as there were good and bad men. He was
ashamed of his actions and he killed no more women, and he

and his wife lived peacefully together. N
7



Notes to the Passage

1.

Persia: #H ( A Iran 788 )

2. wicked: s FBIEE

3. .

. .that he was to be given a new wife...:
(=that he must be given a new wife...)

Useful Expressions

1.
2.

cut off: remove by cutting iE ‘
cure...of...: bring health to sb in place of disease or illness
=y s AL SF 7]

change one’s mind: form a new and different intention,
opinion, or desire HEEH : '
(be) ashamed of...: feeling shame, guilt or sorrow (because

of sthdone) *---RBEHik, EB

Comprehension

Select the answer which is ‘most accurate according to the informa-
tion given in the passage.

1.

The King killed each wife because .
a) he was a wicked king
b) his first wife was beautiful

" ¢) he loved his first wife

‘d) he thought all women were evil
“The Chief Minister’s elder daughter decided to marry the King

because

a) the King loved the Chief Minister

L
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b) she loved her father
c) she loved the King
d) she wanted to cure the King

. Which of the following best describes how the Chief Mininster
felt?

a) Shocked and frightened. b) Sad and unhappy.
c) Pleased and delighted. d) Very proud.

. The new Queen wanted her sister to be with her so that her

sister could

-a) ask the Queen to tell them a story

b) tell stories to the King
c) help the King to go to sleep
d) stop the King from killing the Queen

. The Queen stopped because

a) it was time to sleep

b) she was going to die the next day

¢) she wanted to continue the next night
d) there was no need to go on

. On the second night the Queen . ¢

a) finished the second story
b) did not finish the first story
¢) began the second story

d) began the third story

. The King did not kill the Queen the next day because .

a) she was the daughter of his Chief Minister
b) she was so beautiful

c) he loved her very much

d) he wanted to know the end of the exciting story

. Which of the following is NOT true?



a) The King was sorry that he had killed so many women.

b) At first the King did not want to listen to a story.

c) After the King’s first wife was killed, a wedding took place
every day.

d) The new Queen cured the King of his madness by telling
him exciting stories.

Vocabulary
Choose the definition which best fits these words as they ate used in
the passage. )
1. decided (line 3)
a) determined b) concluded
¢) chose _ d) settled

horrified (line 15)
a) terrible b)  unhappy c) calm d)  shocked

persuade (line 13)

a) force b) make

¢) comvince d) cause by reasoning
determined (line 16)

a) firm b) strong

¢) hesitating d) insistent

delighted (line 19) :

a) satisfied b) interested

¢) ‘veryglad d) very sad
peacefully (line 44) ) .

a) with no war b) without any .trouble

¢) in peace-time d) with love of peace
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