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Foreword

As for a country, it goes without saying that the judicial system and its relation
with the rule of law are important. In the historic evolving course of China’s accession
into WTO, Chinese people should understand the judicial system of their own nation.
Besides, it is a realistic challenge to make the system known to foreign people. An
compiling committee, entrusted by Law Press* China, compiled the book Judicial
System of China. Zhang Baifeng, president of Tianjin Municipal Higher People’ s
Court, is the chief editor of this book. Han Zhenqi, president of Tianjin Municipal
NO. 1 Intermediate People’s Court, acts the deputy chief editor.

In compiling this book, the compilers have followed the Deng Xiaoping
Theories They also have clung to China’ s laws, regulations and judicial
interpretations and referred to the latest studies in this field. The fruitful judicial
practice has been treated as the foundation. Compilers, focusing on China’s
current trial system, have made a systematic and overall introduction of China’s
current judicial system. This book is characterized with the striking features of
novelty, systematization, innovation on stylistic rules, logicality and
practicability.

We appreciate Comrade Zhang Baifeng and Comrade Han Zhengi for their
hard work in compiling this book, and we wish this book will be welcomed by
friends from both home and abroad.

Law Press*China
May, 2000
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PREFACE

20 years ago, under the Comrade Deng Xiaoping’s advocacy, China began
to take the open up policy into force, which sped up the communications of
politics, economy, education, sports and culture etc. with other countries and
made many people of insights visit China and invest. This is a positive
contribution to strengthen the economic and cultural communication between
China and the rest of the world, promote the developments of global economy,
enhance the friendship with the people of other countries and so on. However,
during the intercourse with foreign friends, many of them told us they did not
know much about Chinese legal system, even felt strange with Chinese judicial
system.

Law is the reflection of the human social developments, the production of
the economic social developments, the great achievement of mental culture of
human society, and the symbol of equity and justice of modern society. While
there are different legal systems in the world, and the laws and regulations of
each country are different as well. Just for this reason, it is not far enough that
foreign people who come to China for investment or other intercourse just know
some international laws or some conventions. They must know the Chinese
judicial system. Only by this, they could better regulate their behaviors and
safeguard their lawful interests. Meanwhile, modern China is promoting the
process of "rule of law” positively, and making an effort to build up a socialist
rule of law country. Law is the precondition and reason of judicature, while
judicature is the most sacred representation of law application, and the
significant chain to enforce the "rule of law” policy. Every Chinese citizen shall
strengthen the conception of law and have a basic idea of Chinese judicial

system. Those are the main reasons why we write this book.
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The tradition of Chinese legal system is of long standing, and its contents
are comprehensive. It is the main part of China law system, and a glary page of
the world judicial history. This book has 19 parts, 63 chapters, more than 400
thousands words. It introduces the historical evolvement of Chinese judicial
system, including Tang Dynasty, Song Dynasty, Qing Dynasty and recent and
contemporary Chinese judicial system. However, the heart is the current
Chinese judicial system. It comprises: Chinese trail organs, procuratorial
organs, public security organs and State security organs, judges system,
procurators system. In addition, it also introduces with emphasis all the aspects
of trail work of Chinese courts, for example, the remedies on civil cases,
criminal cases, economic cases, intellectual property cases, administrative cases
and wrong cases. At the same time, this book also introduces Chinese
enforcement, procurator, investigation, jail, lawyer, mediation, arbitration and
notarization system ect. , Chinese citizens’ legal conception, reform of Chinese
judicial system and perspectives of legal construction and so on.

One hundred years is a century, and one thousand years is a circle. The
finish of this book is just at the time of the new century is replacing the old one,
and the time of China is joining the WTO. We can foresee the developments of
global economy and society will advance higher and new requirements. We wish
this book could benefit the legal communications between China and the rest of
the world. ,

This book was produced in a hurry because we had little time after our daily
busy work, and our knowledge is limited, so inevitably there will be some
mistakes. We sincerely hope experts and readers could give us some criticisms.

At last, we would like to thank the president of Law Press China, Mr. Jia
Jingping, the editor Ms. Dong Jingjing for their help to publish this book.

The Authors
May, 2000
Tinajin, China
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