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PREFACE
by Jia Fangzhou

Flowers are special in our lift. In most conditions people view and enjoy
them. Flowers can be only appreciated without any usage. They are utilitarian.
People take good care of them, for you see ,they are very beautiful and can
beautify our life. Every-one likes flowers . Their value is only so. Flowers are
planted everywhere, in the rooms, gardens and streets.

It is not the flowers themselves, not ever: some valuable kinds of them,
cared by the gardeners, that struck Mr. Wu Guangtian. It is the characters and
soul of the flowers, that struck him . He focuses his lens on the flowers not
only for their appearances. Looking through Mr. Wu’s “Dreamland of
chryanthemums and Lotus Blooms” you will know about that.

This photograph album contains two parts; Cliff Chrysanthemums and lo-
tus Blooms. These two parts are different in subject but have the same mootif-
-singing of life and vitality.

In “Cliff Chrysanthemums™ Mr. W said, “It was from my first view ina
journey, that I began to love them. You know, these unknown wild chrysan-
themums are growing in the crevice in a rock without soil or water, In the
very bad conditions, they are growing year by year, brave, strong, unrestrained
and full of vigor. This vitality of naturs make us think of human.” In the
recent ten years Mr. Wu has been searching for the cliff chrysanthemums. In
them, the natural lives, he has found the soul and characters of human.

A lot of photos of lotus blooms, taken by Mr. Wu bring us to another fresh
and new world. Lotus blooms are very famous in the stories, poems and arts,
they are praises often. Their beautiful appearance, the vitality of their newly
grown leaves and their good characters, even the last withered leaves in win-
ter are praised greatly. Artists like them even more. The life story from grow-
ing to wither makes us think about the past time and look forward to the
future. So it is the reason that Mr. Wu focuses this lens on lotus blooms also.




While, it is not all his idea to take photos of them only. It is just the beginning.
They’re beyond nature. Mr. Wu makes them full of beauty and art character
with the help of computer. This kind of work is just as variation in music,
one from another. Every one is different to several other ones, different in
colors, emotional appeal, state and interest. This secondary making riches
and strengthens the expression of photograph. It makes it no longer the simple
record of life. This creation with modern science and technology is quite
different from the traditional darkroom technology. It makes us freer and
more maginative, and brings us more ways of expression It has opened a
new window before us. This way is not the same as the traditional --panting,
computer painting... While it is connected with them. The new way is a new
art style, based on photography, a new computer technology method.

Not being satisfied with his pictures, taken within 1% second, Mr. Wu
remake them by computer in order to get to his imagin state. It neets not only
computer skill , but also art emotion and accomplishments. What to strengthen,
what to be stressed or left out must be judged during the time. This judge-
ment determines the art character of the works.

During the time Mr. Wu tried and again different colors, different compo-
sitions and different effects and come to achieve his aim. He made his works
stressed in composition and coloring, such as brightness contract, highlight
contract, a bright object with dark background and painting effect with un-
natural color and texture. He changed the original photography and get the
natural interests. All the later process have make the werks better in grade
and intention, bringing us a fresh and new visual effect.

Some may ask: “Is it still photography?" I say, it is more important for us
to judge whether it is art. On the bases of which I approve his works.

Feb.21 2002  Sanjingju Jingbeishangyuan Benjing
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