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Moby Dick

CHAPTER ONE
A Strange Bedmate

all me Ishmael. I worked as a schoolmaster,

C but sometimes I would feel that I needed a
bit of change. So, whenever I felt a little down from
life, | would stop my work and head for the sea. There
was something about the sea that brought back and re-
stored my spirit, my drive in life. For this I could al-
ways count on the sea. ‘

Don’t think that I'd go aboard a ship, traveling as
a passenger. No, my way of escaping the reality of my
hometown of Manhattan, New York, was going to sea as
a plain, an ordinary seaman. In this way I didn’t have
to pay to be aboard a ship. In fact, whomever I worked
for would pay me. Also, I liked the exercise of being a
seaman. Most importantly, I was able to travel to far-
away places and experience things that 1 would never
experience if I stayed in my hometown.

Most of the time, I would sign up on a merchant
ship, traveling from port to port. However, this time I
decided to go aboard a whaling ship. These ships al-

ways interested me because working on one was often

2
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Moby Dick

dangerous work, and the seamen on whaling ships were
always an interesting and varied lot of men. I decided
to go aboard a ship that would sail from the original
home of whaling in America, Nantucket. It is an island
off the coast of Massachusetts. In order to reach there
from Manhattan, [ had to first go to New Bedford and
then take a small boat to Nantucket.

It was a terribly cold Saturday night in December
when I arrived in New Bedford. Also, I received some
bad news. I had just missed the last boat for Nantucket
and the next one wasn’t leaving until Monday moming,
I did not have a lot of money, for I always traveled with
little money, so I hadn’t counted on the extra cost of
staying two nights in New Bedford. Still I didn’t have
any other choice. I began to look around the town for a
cheap hotel.

Most of the ones that I passed seemed too happy
and nice for the money I had.  So I kept on walking,
even though there was an icy wind blowing hard on my
face. Finally, near the dock, I saw an old, unfixed hotel
with many windows. There was a light coming from in-

side. The sign of the hotel made a creaking noise as it
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