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We are publishing this large-format art book The History
and Development of Hong Kong to greet July 1, 1997, the
historic moment when China will resume the exercise of its
sovereignty over Hong Kong, and to help readers to acquire a
better understanding of the history and development of Hong
Kong.

Since ancient times Hong Kong has been part of China's
territory. Before the British invasion, local society, economy,
culture and education in Hong Kong had already attained a
certain degree of development. But in the 1840s, taking
advantage of the two Opium Wars and the attempt to partition
China by the other foreign powers, Britain compelled China to
cede Hong Kong Island and Kowloon, forcibly leased the "New
Torritories” and thus invaded and occupied the entire area of
Hong Kong by means of the three unequal treaties: the Treaty
of Nanking, Convention of Peking and Convention for the
Extension of Hong Kong Territory.

Throughout the whale period since then the Chinese

people and Chinese government have always wanted to recover




Hong Kong, but China has been able to bring such a wish to
reality only under the leadership of the Communist Party of
China, after China won its true independence and became
strong.

In 1979 senior Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping put forward
the policy of “one country, two systems”, laying the ground-
work for solving the issue of Hong Kong. On December 19,
1984 the Chinese and British governments, after friendly
consultations, signed the Sino-British Joint Declaration on the
issue of Hong Kong, on the basis of equality and mutual
benefit. The declaration confirmed that the People’s Republic
of China will resume the exercise of sovereignty over Hong
Kong as of dJuly 1, 1997, thus successfully solving the
long-standing problem that had been left by history between
China and Britain. This was a major achievement of China’s
diplomacy and wrote a glorious page in the history of relations
between China and Britain.

On April 4, 1990 the Third Session of the Seventh National

People’s Congress adopted and promulgated the Basic Law of

the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s
Republic of China, on the basis of extensively hearing the
opinions of all walks of life in Hong Kong and specialists
concerned. The close link between the concept of “one
country, two systems” and between the safeguarding of state
sovereignty, territorial integrity and allowing a high degree of
autonomous rule in the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region are the major characteristics of this law. The Basic
Law has provided a legal guarantee for Hong Kong's future
prosperity and stability.

In the decades since World War Il Hong Kong's economy

has experienced rapid development, making it one of the “four
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small dragons of Asia” and attracting world attention. There
were several factors behind the speedy growth of the Hong
Kong economy, and the intelligence and hard-working spirit of
the Chinese in Hong Kong are two very important factors. As
early as in the 1870s and 1880s Chinese businessmen were
already occupying an important position in the economic life
of Hong Kong. Since the mid-1960s the amount of capital
owned by the Chinese in Hong Kong has increased dramati-
cally, playing a decisive role in the eccnomic progress there.
The various methods of support accorded by China's mainland
and the mutual cooperation between the mainland and Hong
Kong are also important reasons for this progress.

Since ancient times Hong Kong has maintained close
contacts with the mainland. After Britain occupied Hong Kong
compatriots in both areas still maintained close contacts in
many aspects, a fact that has been particularly apparent

during historical periods such as the Revolution of 1911, the

Guangdong-Hong Kong strike and the War of Resistance
Against Japanese Aggression, as well as the period since
China introduced its reform and opening-up program in the
late 1970s.

Looking ahead, our country has a bright future, and the
prospects for Hong Kong are equally good. Let us he prepared
to greet the birth of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region as Hong Kong frees itself from the colonial rule of

Britain on July 1 this year.
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| . The History of the Hong Kong Issue

Since antiquity Hong Kong has been an inseparable part
of China's territory and a place where Chinese people have
lived from generation to generation. The existence of Hong
Kong as an administrative unit of China can be proved by
written records dating back to the Qin (221-207 BC) and
Han (206 BC-220) dynasties. The governments of the
Yuan (1271-1368), Ming (1368-1644) and Qing (1644-1911)
dynasties maintained border inspection offices, taxation de-
partments and a special Kowloon inspection department,
which conducted effective administration and management of
the Hong Kong area.

Located on the southern frontier of China, Hong Kong has
one of the best natural deep-water harbors in the world. As a
strategic coastal stronghold during the Ming and Qing periods,
it was coveted by the British colonialists for a long time. From
the 18th century onward, Britain, wantonly ignoring Chinese

laws, invaded China’s territorial waters and carried out opium

smuggling activities. In 1840, outraged at China's efforts to
ban opium, Britain launched the First Opium War and invaded
Chinese territory, occupying Hong Kong Island in the
following year. In 1842 Britain compelled the Qing government
to sign the first unequal treaty in China’s history, the Treaty
of Nanking, which ceded Hong Kong Island to British rule.
This marked China’s reduction to a semi-colonial and
gemi-feudal society. From 1856 to 1860 joint British and French
forces launched the Second Opium War against China. Toward
the end of the war Britain occupied the southern tip of the
Kowloon Peninsula by force and, through the Sino-British

Convention of Peking, incorporated this piece of land as part
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of the “Colony of Hong Kong™.

At the end of the 19th century the imperialist powers
contended to carve up China. In 1898 Britain forced the Qing
government to sign the Convention for the Extension of Hong
Kong Territory, compelling China to lease a large piece of
Chinese territory north of present-day Boundary Street and
south of the Shenzhen River, along with 235 islands in the
vicinity, later to be known as the “New Territories”,
completing its occupation of the entire Hong Kong area.
Through this convention Britain forced China to lease the
area south of the shortest straight line between Sha Tau Kok
Hoi and Shenzhen Bay and north of Boundary Street in
Kowloon, the neighboring islands and the waters off Dapeng
and Shenzhen bays for a period of 99 years. The total land area
leased was 975.1 sq km, or two-thirds of the size of Xin'an
County in Guangdong Province.

After the British occupied Hong Kong the Chinese people
waged many struggles against this aggression. The Chinese
people and Chinese governments of different periods always
wanted to recover Hong Kong. Before the founding of the
People’s Republic of China in 1949, however, this hope could

not be realized, as China was weak and poor.




