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1. Marco’s! father goes to China

This is Venice?. Venice is built on several
~islands in the sea.® There are not many streets
in Venice, but there are a lot of canals'. Ships
come to Venice from all over the world®,

The boy in the picture is Marco Polo, and
he lived in Venice a long time ago. When he
was six years old his father said to him, ‘Marco,
I am going away.’

‘Where are you going, Father?’ asked Marco.

‘l am going to Asia with your nncle, and

1. Marco ['maken] LW, 424 3%4: Marco Polo ['pauleu] Iy
W, 2. Venice ['venis] n. E/2i (BKkFlHL &), 3. Venice
is built ... sea. FREMIRBHEEINLANESD £, several ['sevral] adj.
KA., sea #EPE, 4. canal [ke'nel] n. &, 5. all over
the world # 5 &,

& 15land tailond v\.g;. 2 .



we shall be away for a long time,” his father
replied’. ‘You must be a good boy, and help
your mother.’

Marco’s father and uncle were merchants’.
They bought things from Asia and sold them in
Venice. They were both rich.

Marco was very lonely after his father had
gone away.’ His mother died’, and he went to
live with an aunt.

He often went out in the morning and

1. and we shall be ... time #{TVHEEHFFRKMF, 2. reply
[ri'plai] »t. Mm%, 3. merchant ['me:tfont] n. FA,
4. Marco was ... away. OTHEEETLIG, MIEH EE, lonely
adj. FILM, s, 5. die [dai] »i. ZE,
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watched the ships coming in'.

Several years passed, but his father and uncle

did not return.

s father and uncle had gone to China,

2

Marco
a country in Asia, and there they met the Em-

Kublai Khan?.

peror?,

2. emperor

1. watched the ship coming in 7 &Ry,
3. Kublai Khan ['ku:blai 'ka:n] Z,&%

['empore] n. B3,

Otk .



Kublai Khan liked these strange' men from
Venice, and he asked them many questions.
When they left China, Kublai Khan said, ‘You
must come back again.” He gave them a golden
tablet” to help them on the dangerous journey
home®. When they showed this tablet in towns

and villages, people gave them food and horses.
“You have the Emperor’s tablet,” they said. ‘We

1. strange [streindz] adj. Fg4:f; 2100, 2. a golden
tablet &), golden ['gouldon] adj. 4:ffy, &% (HY. tablet ['teblit]
n. BT, Fa, 3. on the dangerous journey home #1%[sfy
JH:&h, dangerous ['deindzres] adj. f&EiEf, journey ['dze:ni] =
WA B, town Ltaunl a. B, by
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will help you on
your journey.’
Marco was now

fifteen years old.

One day a ship
came into  the
harbour!,

Marco’s father
and uncle were
on the ship, and

Marco ran to meet

them.,

2. Marco’s journey begins

Marco’s father stayed at home for two years.
Marco was a young man by now?, and he was

1. harbour ['ha:be] n. #& 2. by now pZHIT &,
*» 6 =



tall and strong. ‘Your uncle and I promised' to
return to China and visit the great Emperor,

Kublai Khan, again,” said his father one day.
‘Do you want to come?’

‘Oh, yes, Father,” Marco replied.

‘The journey will be dangerous,’ said Marco’s
father.

‘But the Emperor’s city, Peking, is a wonder-
ful place,” Marco’s uncle said. ‘People there
weai fine silk clothes and gold® jewellery®. We
bought some silk and gold there and we will buy

L. promise ['promis] vt. %Fi, fi%, 2. gold adj. 44l
M, &&M; n %, 3. jewellery ['dzu:elri] n. %A, #k5t,
e 7 o



a lot more. When we have sold it, we shall be

rich for ever!.’

So Marco’s father and uncle sailed away
again from Venice®. It was the year 1271. This
time they took Marco with them.

First they went to Jerusalem®. There they got
some holy oil* as a present for Kublai Khan.

Then they bought some food and horses.

Their journey east to Peking meant travel-
ling all the way across Asia.®

‘I must remember everything I see on this

1. for ever 7%, 2. sailed away again from Venice ik
M RWi B, 3. Jerusalem[dge'ru:solom] HBEK{HE . 4. holy
oil EE AT, holy ['heuli] adj. #EfMh, LFH/, oil [oil] n. i,
5. Their journey ... Asia. 1%L AT B0k B E AL TEM,
east adv. [MZRJ7, across [o'kros] prep. Hiid, all the way —3% L,
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journey,”! Marco said to himself.

They passed places where oil came out of
the ground.?” Marco saw that the oil could be
used for lighting lamps.® ,

‘One day,” Marco said, ‘I shall write a book

about this journey.’

Marco travelled in a caravan‘. The caravan
travelled about twenty miles’ a day. It crossed
windy® deserts’ and passed big mountains.

1. I must remember ... journey ... R{\BIZHEXKIRTHHEIDH
—4)-+« 2. They passed ... ground.  {ih{715% it b B HH it it B
3. Marco saw ... lamps. w3l a) AR ok S 4T, light [lait] ot.
%, lamp [lemp] n. 4T, 4. caravan ['keroven] n. (#EF
VBT TEBA, IRATEA. 5. mile n. FH(=1.609 2 H),
6. windy ['windi] adj. %K. 7. desert ['dezot] m. b,

. 9 .



3. The robbers! of Kerman?

After a few weeks the caravan arrived in
Persia®.

Here there were cities with beautiful gar-
dens’, flowers, and trees. Marco enjoyed® eating

their big, strange fruits®.
The people of the city of Kerman made

swords” and other weapons® out of steel. They
also made curtains®, cushions'® and bedspreads':
out of silk. On these they sewed beautiful pat-

terns'? of birds'® and flowers. ‘Kerman is on the
great Silk Road to China,” Marco’s uncle said.
‘The Chinese bring silk and gold to Europe'
along the Silk Road. The Emperor makes the road
safe for all merchants travelling to and from
Europe.!*’

1. robber ['robe] n. Wik, 2. Kerman n. JZ/R& (A Y
BA), 3. Persia ['pe:fo] n. Wi, 4. garden ['ga:dn] n. #
H. 5. enjoy [in'dgoi] »t. B k. 6. fruit [fru;t] n.

i 7. sword [so:d] n. &I, 77, 8. weapon ['wepen] n.
#®ae 9. curtain ['ke:tn] n. 2779, &, 10. cushion ['kufonj
n. BF, W, 11, bedspread ['bedspred) n. JkE.

12. pattern ['petsn] n. KK, 13. bird n. &, 14. Europe
['juerep] n. Bk, 15. The Emperor makes ... Europe. £ 3% {5
RN ARE RS,
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The caravan followed' the Silk Road. The
travellers®* climbed a high mountain pass® and
then came down into a hot, dusty* plain.®

‘There are robbers on this plain,” one man

said.
Suddenly there was a dust storm®. The dust

went into Marco’s eyes and mouth. Everything

1. follow ['falou] wt. HILS =~ RTPI Mk MRPE. 2. traveller
["treevie] n. Jii%. 3. pass m. 5[, TS, 4. dusty ['dasti]
adj. Rk, 5. plain [plein] n. SEJE, 6. dust storm
4%,  dust n. 2, storm n. JLE -3
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was dark. At that moment’ there was a terrible®
shout. Marco heard the sound® of galloping
horses®.

‘The robbers!” his uncle shouted. ‘Follow
me!’

Marco and his father and urcie rode close
to each other®, They knocked down® one group’
of robbers, and then galloped to the safety® of
the nearest village.

They heard the noise of fighting and the
screams® of the other travellers on the road be-
hind them.

‘Stop!’ Marco cried. ‘We must go back and
help.’

‘No,” his uncle replied. ‘We cannot help
them.’

‘Look,” said his father. ‘Here is an empty
house, We must hide!® here until morning.’

1. moment ['meument] n. W%, BEH, 2. terrible ['tersbl]
adj. A[{HAY, 3. sound [saund] n. FHE, 4. galloping horses
FUWA T, gallop ['gelop] wi. (S4%H) %38, Pk, 5. rode close
to each other HILi%kpk#iB 1R, 6. knock down #f8. knock
[nok] ot. #, &k, 4T, 7. group [gru:p] n. ¥, 4, 8. safety
['seifti) n. 24 (b)), 9. scream [skri:m] n. Z2m, 10. hide
«(hid, hidden ['hidnD) vi. BEHK, e,m?q‘% eBxhi

. 12 .



