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Edmund Spenser

RRX - RE
(1552—1599)

Edmund Spenser, the greatest nondramatic poet of the English
Renaissance, is called the “poet’s poet”. He was born in a merchant’s
family in London. He attended the Merchant Tailors’ School, the
headmaster of which was Richard Mulcaster, an enlightened scholar
with advanced ideas of educating people. In 1596, he went to
Cambridge. His reading of the classics and Italian poets at Cambridge
laid a solid foundation for his later career as a poet. It is also at
Cambridge that he began to write poems. In religion, he was much
influenced by Puritanism. He even translated some poems for a
volume of anti-Catholic propaganda. He got the degree of B.A. in
1573 and M.A. in 1576.

After graduation from Cambridge, he served some prominent
men, including Dr. John Yong (Bishop of Rochester), the Earl of
Leicester (the queen’s favorite), and Lord Grey of Wilton (Lord
Deputy of Ireland).

His friendship with Sir Philip Sidney and Sir Edward Dyer, and
their common interest in reforming English poetry influenced his
writing. Together, they made their effort to promote a new English
poetry. Spenser’s contribution to this movement is The Shepheardes
Calendar (published in 1579), which he dedicated to Sir Philip
Sidney.

From 1580 to his death he served first as secretary of Lord Grey,



