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LISTENING COMPREHENSION  sessossrresmsseseromssmmmm

In the following sections, you will hear everything once only. Listen carefully and then an-
swer the questions that follow.

Section A Talks

Directions: In this section there are 10 talks. At the end of each talk you will be given 15
seconds to answer each of the five questions that follow.

Talk 1

1.

According to the lecturer, he believes

A. Mozart’s father made full use of Little Mozart

B. Little Mozart boasted of his music intelligence

C. Mozart and his father played with grandeur to the rich in Salzburg
D. Mozart was born with the most music intelligence

What made Mozart leave his post as a church musician?

A. He was soon fed up with playing church music.

B. He went to Vienna for a better post.

C. He was in deep love with a woman.

D. He was dissatisfied with the pay.

. The reason that Mozart was poor is that

A. there was insufficient commissions to keep him employed
B. there were hardly any court appointments for him

C. he hated the inferior musicians around him

D. he disliked playing with the inferior musicians in courts

. The mysterious visitor came to Mozart

A. commissioning him to write a funeral mass for his wife

B. asking him to write a Requiem for his master’s wife

C. commissioning him to write a funeral mass for his master

D. asking him to write a Requiem in the name of his master
Mozart was peculiar in that

A. he made great efforts to use techniques in his composing

B. he had wild imagination of theme music and operas

C. he wrote down the music scales already composed in mind
D. he was specialized in writing operas and music with harmony

Talk 2

6.

When selecting schools, students take the least consideration about
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A. the location of the school

B. tuition of the course

C. how much they can learn from the course

D. whether they are with students from the same country

7. The speaker maintains that studying in unfamiliar regions is .
A. adventurous B. demanding C. worthwhile D. unreasonable
8. The local people try to avoid contact with the overseas students because
A. they find it hard to talk with these visitors
B. there are too many of them in their town
C. these visitors are rude
D. these visitors are hard to deal with
9. Which of the following is NOT true about learning in unusual places?
A. Fewer students are of the same nationality.
B. Students have more exposure to the language.
C. Students get to know how the locals live.
D. Students pick up the language easily.
10. At the end of the talk, the speaker says that schools in less familiar regions
A. are proud of their curriculum
B. are creative in arranging social activities
C. provide students chances to learn gardening
D. help students know the surroundings through excursions
Talk 3
11. In the talk, the speaker centers on .
A. the video games preferred by children
B. the playing of video games and the rise of violence
C. children’s favorite onscreen characters and backgrounds
D. the bad effect of violence on TV and in video games
12. Some people believe that the playing of video games with much violence resulted in
A. the two recent killings by teenagers
B. the two recent attacks in the schoolyard
C. the recent death of two school children
D. the recent killings by two teenagers
13. It can be known from the talk that young girl players
A. do not like games with violence
B. favor games with background music
C. favor passive computer games
D. like games on the development of character relations
14. According to the speaker, software companies have designed

A. games with stereotyped characters for girl players
B. games with higher scores for two sexes
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C. different products for the two sexes
D. different products with stereotyped backgrounds for girls

15. Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the argument at the end of the talk?

. Gaming is likely to make young players frustrated.

. Gaming is likely to help young players release their tension.
. Gaming may make young players less frustrated.

. Gaming may get young players indulged in violent fantasies.

Oow»

Talk 4

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

According to the speaker, English instruction is different from that of other subjects in
that

A. much of the information will be given at the advanced level

B. information is limited to grammar and phonetics at the beginning level

C. much of the information is imparted at the beginning level

D. information is given systematically to the English beginners

The speaker talks about the learning of swimming to show that a language learner

cannot be fluent with a new language without a teacher

can learn more efficiently through language practice

. can learn more quickly through substitution on phonetics

can communicate verbally through much oral practice

In the talk, the speaker voices his opinion that in the learning process of a new lan-
guage, poses a big barrier.

A. one’s poor imitation of phonetics

B. insufficient language practice

C. the interference of one’s mother tongue

D. one’s poor understanding of English word order

At the beginning stage, practice in listening and speaking is

A. as essential as the practice in speech patterns

B. more important than teaching

C. more important than the practice in sentence patterns

D. of equal importance to teaching

According to the talk, which of the following classes will the speaker prefer?
. A class with more students’ participation.

. A class where students have equal participation.

. A class where teaching replaces learning.

. A class where only the teacher talks.

Sowp

oOow»

Talk 5

21.

In the talk, the speaker focuses mainly on
A. filmmakers in the late 19th and early 20th centuries
B. the conventions in filmmakers in the 19th and 20th centuries
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C. Griffith’s contribution to filmmaking in the early 20th century
D. filmmaking in the late 19th and early 20th centuries

22. One of the misguided conventions in that era is that the camera
A. should ailways be fixed to the audience
B. was always in a position called the long shot
C. should be adjusted to the change of scenes
D. was always fixed to the middle of a scene

23. According to the talk, getting the camera closer to the actors was in that era.
A. ignorant B. challenging C. progressive D. incredible
24. In the film For Love of Gold , Griffith used the approach(es) known as
A. the long shot B. the full shot
C. the full shot and the close-up D. the long shot and the full shot
25. According to the talk, it seemed that the attitude towards the close-up was
A. disapproving B. rational C. positive D. pessimistic
Talk 6

26. In the talk, the speaker mainly talks about
A. the various music styles in Britain
B. the influence the Beatles have on British music
C. British music and some famous arts festivals
D. the influence of British music groups on American music
27. From the talk, it is known that
A. more English people prefer other music styles to the classical
B. English people show almost no interest in classical music
C. more English people prefer the music performed by the Beatles
D. few English people like the [talian opera tenor Pavarotti
28. According to the talk, Pavarotti became well-known in Britain because
A. his aria was used in the BBC’s introduction of a football World Cup
B. he sang an aria for the BBC’s introduction of a football World Cup
C. he sang the aria for the 1990’s football World Cup
D. his record sold well after the use by BBC in a sports program
29. Of the 200-million-plus recordings sold in Britain every year, the style most often
bought is .
A. folk music B. popular music  C. rock music D. opera music

30. Which of the following arts festivals is presented in the form of competitions?
A. The Aldeburgh Festival. B. The “Proms” Festival.
C. The Cambridge Festival. D. The Royal National Eisteddfod.
Talk 7

31. How do the English people feel when they use the word “England” to refer to “Britain”?
A. They don’t see much difference between them.
B. They feel they are populous.
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C. They think their section is superior.
D. They are proud of their own section.
32. According to the speaker, the Scots and the Welsh
A. do not belong to England
B. are different from English people
C. handle their affairs with the English together
D. are independent of the government
33. A combined Parliament can be formed by the Scots, the Welsh and the English

. as neither of them is very strong
. as they all have much in common
. since they need the help of each other
. since they need to share the resources
34. It can be known from the talk that the “Irish Questions” means
A. asmall and controversial part of England
B. a rather tough issue to be dealt with
C. the people aiming to separate from England
D. the Republic of Ireland
35. The relationship between the Republic of Ireland and Britain is that

vow»

A. the former is part of Britain
B. they are states of two countries respectively
C. the former wants to divide Britain into two states
D. they are two independent nations
Talk 8

36. According to the speaker, the Hawaiian Islands were originally formed from

the movement of the ocean
the eruptions of the volcanoes
. the movement of the mountains
the strong earthquakes
37. Whlch of the following contributes to Hawaii’s reputation as “the Paradise of the Pacific?”
A. The varieties of animal species.
B. The abundance of fish in the ocean.
C. The beautiful coral beaches.
D. The rare wild animals.
38. According to the talk, how do volcanoes damage property?
A. The heat burns up the houses.
B. The lava runs down into the living areas.
C. The earthquakes strike the cites.
D. The lava corrodes everything on the way.
39. It is known from the talk that the first large groups of immigrants arrived

vowy
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A. before 1900 B. after 1852
C. after 1900 D. before 1852
40. All the following statements are true about the package trip EXCEPT that .

A. the tourists will stay in Hawaii for five days
B. someone will show the tourists around during the visit
C. a return ticket is included in the package tour
D. the package tour only includes a one-way air ticket
Talk 9
41. Stonchenge is located in .
A. the outskirt of London B. a place called Wiltshire
C. the center of Salisbury Plain D. the Preseli Mountains

42. According to the talk, “trilithon” refers to
A. aset of three stones
B. a set of two small stones
C. the builders of Stonchenge
D. the period in which Stonehenge was built
43. From the talk, we know Stonehenge
A. looks the same now as when it was built
B. was accomplished at least 2,000 years ago
C. was built at least 3,000 years ago
D. runs the risk of collapsing now
44. All the following remains unknown about Stonehenge EXCEPT
A. the particular shape of the monument
B. the purpose for which it was built
C. how the building materials were carried to the site
D. how the monument was built
45. The stones used to make Stonehenge
A. were brought to the site by using a cart
B. were brought a long way from Scotland
C. were carried to the site with some simple machinery
D. were carried to the site with simple tools and manual labor

Talk 10
46. In this talk, the speaker mainly talks about
A. the observation of heavenly bodies
B. the contribution to astronomy made in history
C. the discovery of Brown Dwarfs
D. the composition of some heavily bodies
47. To make an impact on the field of astronomy, the speaker believes it is essential to

-

A. teach astronomy on the college level
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48.

49.

50.

B. study an area which receives little attention

C. do significant research about certain heavenly bodies

D. work with sophisticated telescopes during observation

According to the talk, which of the following about Brown Dwarfs is true?
A. They lie in the middle of small stars and large planets.

B. They formed the same way as stars did.

C. They have 80 times the mass of Jupiter.

D. They are larger in size than the stars.

According to the speaker, the discovery of Brown Dwarfs was made by
A. a graduate girl student

B. a well-known astronomer

C. an undergraduate girl student

D. a group of university students

The Brown Dwarfs are important in that

. they may show how planets originate

. they will aid in space exploration

. they are the most numerous type of stars

. they may advance the understanding of how stars form

Dow»

Section B  Conversations

Directions: In this section there are 10 conversations between two speakers. At the end
of each conversation you will be given 15 seconds to answer each of the fnve questions
that follow.

Conversation 1

1.

Which of the following is NOT true?

A. Mrs Bradley smokes half as much as her husband.
B. Mrs Bradley has 60 cigarettes every week.

C. Her husband smokes at least 20 cigarettes a day.
D. Her husband enjoys smoking one after another.

. The interviewee believes people smoking with a pipe are

A. suffering from strain B. calm and quiet
C. easy to get excited D. anxious

- The interviewee decided to give up smoking before getting married because

A. her fiancée wanted her to

B. her fiancée didn’t want to marry a woman smoker

C. she felt it was necessary to save some money

D. she felt it was harmful to her health

According to the interview, the interviewee gave up smoking again when she was
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A. developing a baby
B. feeding a baby
C. working with other companions
D. developing an unknown disease
5. At the end of the interview, the interviewee sounded
A. timid and confused B. shocked and uneasy
C. frustrated and angry D. nervous and restless

Conversation 2

6. Professor Smith’s research on old people intends
A. to inform people about the aging process
B. to get people aware of the side effects of aging
C. to inform people of the discomfort with old age
D. to get people change their idea about old age

7. According to the interview, the public’s opinions about old people include all the fol-
lowing EXCEPT
A. the aged are normally mentally weak
B. the aged are normally weak physically
C. the aged usually lack companions
D. the aged usually live in solitude

8. By studying the two groups aged 60 to 70, and 30 to 40, the research shows that

the older group are physically less healthy

the older group are mentally weaker

the older group are as strong as the younger group

the younger group are stronger mentally and physically

9. The interviewee believes that

A. physical illnesses come along with old age
B. symptoms of illnesses occur most at the age of 65
C. those weak in their 40’s tend to be unhealthy in old age
D. those who are weak need to develop good habits

10. From the experiments by the interviewee, we know that
A. people in the old group learn as fast as those in the young
B. people in the young group take shorter time to learn
C. people tend to keep the same living habits in old age
D. people enjoy traveling more in middle age

v owp

Conversation 3

11. It can be inferred that a successful applicant for the job needs to
A. have good social relations
B. have a Master’s degree



