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Preface

In July 1983 Chinese and American teachers of the Chinese language attended the Sino-U.
S. Conference on Chinese Language Teaching held in Beijing. It was agreed at the conference
that thirteen joint teaching and research projects be undertaken. About China is one of them.

About China is designed as an intermediate-level textbook of spoken Chinese for use in U.
S. colleges in the second year. The subject matter includes Chinese geography, history, poli-
tics, cconomy, society, education, philosophy and other aspects of China. The texts, num-
bering twenty in all, are arranged in seven units according to the different topics, and will be
published in two volumes. They will serve not only to raise readers proficiency in Chinese but al-
0 to increase their knowledge of Chinese culture.

As a product of China-U. S. cooperation, About China strives for objectivity of outlook,
wealth and variety of content and vividness and simplicity of language. It is hoped that the text-
book will prove suitable for American college students as well as other learners with some basic
knowledge of Chinese.

With requirements of American students in mind, we have made the following provisions:
1) The text is printed in simplified characters, nonsimplified characters and pinyin. 2) While
specifying the parts of speech, we have also paid attention to the differences between Chinese
and U. S. grammatical terminology, so two systems are offered and effort has been made to u-
nify them as much as possible. 3) To facilitate comparison of the two languages, English trans-
lations are provided for all examples in the vocabulary and sentence-pattern sections.

Practice and exercises play an important part in the study of any foreign language, so we
have selected as the core of our exercises some common sentence patterns that, in our experi-
ence, students seem to find hard to master. Besides a multitude of examples we have devised
exercises of various kinds with a view to helping students master these patterns. (The brief
grammar notes appended to the patterns are for the teacher’s reference and are therefore not
translated into English. ) Each lesson also contains translation exercises calculated to give students
practice in using new vocabulary and patterns. The Chinese answers to the exercises are given at
the end of each unit. The answers can also be used for Chinese-English translation exercises—a
feature that will prove especially useful to students studying Chinese on their own. Supplemen-
tary texts following each unit deal with U. S. geography, history, politics, economy, etc.,
and should prove of interest to students as review materials.

In the actual writing, the texts, pattern exercises and grammar notes were written by the

Chinese team; while the vocabulary, translation exercises and supplementary texts were written



by the American team. The final version of all parts was arrived at after consultation by both
sides.

About China is the first joint enterprise of its kind undertaken by American and Chinese
scholars. To make the experiment a success we welcome criticism and suggestions from all who
use the textbook.

We wish to express our thanks to Professor Wang Li of Peking University for writing the
Chinese title of our book, also to Professor Chih Ch'ao Chao of the University of Chicago and
Professor Vivian Hsu of Oberlin College for providing materials on the United States to aid us in

the writing of the supplementary texts.
The Authors

July 1984
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Preface to the Revised Edition

The first and second volumes of About China were originally published in 1985 and 1987,
respectively. Nearly a decade has passed since then, and China has been constantly undergoing
dramatic changes over this period of time. Shortly after the publication of the first edition, we al-
ready felt that certain parts of the book were out-of-date, especially the sections reflecting modern
China in the second volume. However, students welcomed this intermediate-level book on spoken
Chinese since we tried to provide a comprehensive course with lively everyday language. Until
1995, the first edition has been reprinted three times, and the popularity that it received has
heen beyond our expectations. This encouraged us and made us feel a more urgent need to pro-
duce a revised edition. Sadly, my co-author of this book, Professor Helen T. Lin of Wellesley
College, passed away before the second volume of the first edition was published. Having lost her
invaluable inputs, the plan to revise About China was put aside.

In 1995, | went on a trip to the United States and Canada, and saw that the first edition
was still in use in quite a few schools. While the teachers using the book like it, they also ex-
pressed the need to have a more up-to-date edition. Initially, I had fear that I would not be able
to carry through with a revision because of my age and poor health, but some of the teachers I
met with offered to help me when they heard my doubts, and [ was greatly touched by their in-
terest and enthusiasm. When I came back to China after the trip, I contacted the editors of the
book in China and the United States, as well as our publisher Sinolingua. Everyone was in favor
of a revision, and it was decided that the project was to be carried out by the same team from
Peking University and Wellesley College which helped produce the first edition. The project was
headed by me in China, and by Ruby Y. C. Lam and Theresa C. H. Yao in the United States.
After discussion, we decided that our U. S. collaborators would revise the translation exercises,
while the Chinese team was responsible for the rest of the book. Unfortunately, two of the pro-
fessors working with me, Zhang Qiwang and Zhao Yanjiao had to leave for lecturing trips in
Japan shortly after the project began, so I was left on my own. Work was further delayed when
I suffered a bone fracture due to a fall and had to be confined to bed for half a year. Despite these
drawbacks, we have finally developed the second edition successfully.

This edition is a major revision of its predecessor. Six lessons were completely rewritten, in-
cluding Lesson 10 in the original first volume, and Lessons 1, 3, 7, 9, and 10 in the original
second volume. Lessons 8 and 9 in the first volume and Lesson 2 in the second volume also un-
derwent major changes. For all other lessons, we only changed a few words and sentences as

needed. Of course, vocabulary and exercise problems were updated along with the lessons as



well. To facilitate reading, the second edition is published in the larger 16 format. The content
of the book has also been condensed as follows: 1. the book is no longer separated into units, and
the subordinate texts after each chapter in the first edition are eliminated; 2. pinyin text is re-
moved; 3. the parts of speech of new vocabulary is now labeled by using a widely accepted sys-
tem, instead of using two systems as before.

The publication of this new edition brings back to me memories of my former co-author He-
len T. Lin who has left us years ago. We met each other while collaborating on the first edition
of this book. Her frank and easy-going character and her sense of humor have impressed me
deeply ever since 1 knew her. We have exchanged more than twenty letters overseas while work-
ing on this book, and she poured all her energy into it until the end. She continued writing to me
with her suggestions on improving the book while she was critically ill, her handwriting was
nearly ineligible by then. Sadly Helen did not live to see the second volume of the book in print.
This book was extremely important to her, and now that a new edition has come out, I am sure
that Helen will continue giving it her blessings.

Du Rong
July 2002
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geography

. IR huanjing (44)

environment
O XU 5 3] SRS IL A ) FALAF o
This is a better place to study than other schools.

BGER gonxingay (FhEE)

be interested in
MR xingau ()
interest
O HIFZHFRENA,
[ am not interested in this.
O x5 R A A&

She is interested in music.

. (&) ¥ (dong) bu (&)

(east) part
O £BRBFRAFIARGEARLNE.
There are quite a few big national parks in the western part of the United

States.
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not only. .. but also

A0 rénkdu (44)

population

L&A youjia (GB)

long, age-old
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products
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worth mentioning
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