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transparency and guarantee the free flow of information in order for
students to be able to make informed choices. This work does just
that. With updated general information about the Netherlands, intro-
ductions to almost 50 universities and other institutions of higher
education, detailed information about hundreds of programmes and
courses, and the present from Nuffic — Study in the Netherlands
Booklet. This book is the most complete and reliable work on educa-
tion in the Netherlands ever published in China.

The Netherlands is a country with an international academic
tradition that dates back hundreds of years. Its first institution of higher
learning, Leiden University, was as international in its outlook when
it was founded in 1575 as it is today. In this book, you will find infor-
mation about many institutions and universities that were founded in
the times of the Qing emperors Kangxi and Qianlong and which are
still young and dynamic today, representing the best of what the
Netherlands and the world has to offer in education and research.

Systematic education for international students in the Nether-
lands started in the 1950s when specialized Institutions for Interna-
tional Education were established. Their main objective has been to
offer high quality education to international students, especially com-

ing from developing countries and countries in transition. Nowadays,

15 Institutions of International Education provide over 150 special-
At the same time, 14 universities and more than 60 universities

The main tasks of Neso Beijing include:

1.providing information on Dutch higher education and
study opportunities in the Netherlands;

2 promoting educational and academic cooperation and
exchange between China and the Netherlands;
3.promoting the international mobility of students and re-
searchers between China and the Netherlands;
4.assessing documentation of Chinese students who ap-
ply to study in the Netherlands;

5.facilitating institutional cooperation between universities.

The academic and educational relations between China and the
Netherlands have flourished for over 30 years now. Thousands of stu-
dents and researchers have already found their way to Dutch
universities, hogescholen and other edcational and research
institutions. We hope that this book will provide you with all the infor-
mation that you need to make your choice as well. We are looking
forward to meeting you in the Netherlands!

Robert van Kan
Nuffic Chief Representative and
Managing Director Neso Beijing

Beijing, Feb 2004
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Just tulips, windmills and
wooden shoes?

A dynamic, knowledge-
based society

Ask anyone what the name Holland or the Netherlands
brings to mind, and they will probably say tulips, windmills
and wooden shoes. This was the image that once drew
tourists from all over the world. But there is more to see and
do in the Netherlands. Behind those dykes is a dynamic,
modern society. One based on knowledge, and ready to be
discovered.

Anyone who travels over the Netherlands' flat, green sur-
face soon sees signs of the country's rich past. The wind-
mills that dot the landscape include traditional ones that were
once used for regulating water levels in the polders, and for
grinding grain and making paper. But you also see high-
tech wind turbines serving as an alternative source of energy.
For although the Netherlands has an old culture, with tradi-
tions that go back centuries, itis also an ultra-modern soci-
ety with a booming post-industrial economy.

Advanced services

More than 16 million inhabitants of the Netherlands live on
a flat delta at the mouth of the mighty Rhine and Meuse
rivers. Much of Europe's economic development has taken
place, and still does take place, along the banks of these
two European arteries. Rotterdam, at the mouth of the rivers,
has developed into one of the world's largest ports. Shiploads

of goods are unloaded here. Not all of these products stay
in the Netherlands; most are eventually distributed
elsewhere, often after a process of refinement or fabrica-
tion has added value.

The Netherlands is a net exporter of food. Among other
things it exports more dairy products than any other country
of the world. The Netherlands is also home to many multi-
national companies, among them Shell, Philips and its na-
tional airline KLM. But as befits a modern economy, the
country's prosperity is based primarily on the advanced ser-
vices it provides on a worldwide basis.

An open and safe society

A country that offers global services has an attitude of open-
ness towards the rest of the world. It is open to do business,
but it is also open socially and culturally. This makes the
Netherlands ideally suited for receiving people who seek to
enrich their knowledge through study abroad. What they
find is hospitality in an open, safe society that is accustomed
to dealing with people from around the world, and above
all, to working with them.

The Dutch population itself has always represented a vari-
ety of religious and political viewpoints. Respect for the other
person's opinions and convictions is the national virtue that
gives strength to the fabric of society, with its many strands.
In one sense or another, everyone is a member of some
minority, and understands that to be treated with respect
requires treating others the same way.

Cosmopolitan outlook
“The rest of the world is a big place”, say the Dutch, well

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the International Homepage
www.minbuza.nl/english/homepage.asp

Netherlands Board of Tourism, including a map of Holland
www.holland.com

Statistics of the Netherlands

www.cbs.nllen/

Search engine of services in the Netherlands
www.nl-menu.nl/nimenu.en/nimenu.shtml

About the Netherlands

General information about
QENCIEERDS

[ [ O

Interview Jayati Samanti, India

After Jayati Samanti (27, India) earned her degree in Environmental Studies in her own country, she first went to work for the
government and then spent a year as a consultant for a bureau. To enhance her career prospects, she enrolled in the 18-month
master's programme in Environmental Science and Technology at the Institute for Hydraulic and Environmental Engineering (IHE)
in Delft. The main reason for choosing the Netherlands for postgraduate studies was because it offered international experience in

an international setting. “ The students come from all over the world,” she explains, “And the institute often invites guest lecturers
from other countries so we can learn what is going on there as well.”
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aware of how small their country is with its 41,000 square
kilometres. The Netherlands lies at the point where the
German, British and French cultures meet. This is evident
as soon as you turn on the television. In this well-cabled
country, programming from the neighbouring countries and
beyond can be received in nearly every household. It is
also evident in the average Dutch bookstore. The Nether-
lands imports more books in English than any other non-
English-speaking country. And the world's largest scientific
publisher is located in the Netherlands: Elseviers Science
Publishing. Cinemas show films from around the world in
their original languages. Alongside the usual church towers
and synagogues, the minarets of mosques are now appear-
ing in the large cities. You can dance the salsa every bitas
easily as in Latin America. And Asian, Mediterranean and
fast foods are becoming as familiar as standard Dutch fare.

Against this background, it is not surprising that the Nether-
lands is an advocate of international cooperation on many
fronts. It is a founding member of the United Nations, for
example. In several UN organizations, including the Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the Netherlands plays
a much larger role than one might expect from the country's
modest size. It also does more than its share to help fund

the UN.

Gateway to the European Union

Although Dutch people are urbanites who can easily imag-
ine themselves living in London, New York or Paris, there
are no really large cities in the Netherlands. The largest city
is Amsterdam, but even this city has a population of only
735,000. The Dutch have an urbane, cosmopolitan lifestyle,
but in cities built on a human scale. Closer inspection re-
veals that the cities in the western part of the country in fact

form a continuous ring, 60 kilometres in diameter. It's called
the "Randstad "and includes Amsterdam, Rotterdam, The
Hague, Utrecht, Leiden and Delft. But each city has its own
character, specialities, history and city centre, and even its
own accent in the Dutch language.

The atmosphere in the rest of the country is urban as well,
despite the small scale of communities. In this small coun-
try with an ultra-modern telecommunications network and
an extensive system of public transportation, nothing is far
away. You can traverse the Netherlands by train in less than
five hours. Other European capitals are also within easy
reach. Brussels is two hours by train, and a one-hour flight
from Schiphol Airport will take you to Paris, London or Berlin.
The Netherlands is thus quite literally a gateway to the Euro-
pean Union, of which it is also a founding member.

Education and society

Dutch people live in this cosmopolitan atmosphere without
losing their own identity, however. This is largely due to their
education. A well educated populace is the first requirement
for maintaining a high level of prosperity. Schooling is com-
pulsory up to the age of 16. All education, from primary school
all the way to the postgraduate-level research schools, is
financed by the government, which also keeps an eye on
standards through the education ministry's inspectorates. It
is not a state system, however. In no way does the govern-
ment dictate which curricula or textbooks should be used,
nor does it advocate any particular educational philosophy.
It merely sets rules regarding the duration of studies, and
the achievement levels that must be reached. The resultis
that the Netherlands has a broad spectrum of educational
institutions, each with its own character and in some cases
its own philosophical background.Teachers are not there

this page: a wooden drawbridge in Leyden
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merely to pass on knowledge. Their aim instead is to help
young people to discover knowledge themselves, and to
form their own well-founded judgements regarding that
knowledge. To do this a person must be able to communi-
cate with other peoples and cultures, which is why learning
foreign languages is so important not only in secondary
schools but also in the final years of primary school. Every
person in the Netherlands who has gone beyond primary
school — and that is nearly everyone — has passed state
exams in English and probably another foreign language
as well. Many Dutch people enroll in the growing number of
courses and study programmes that are taught in English
alongside the regular higher education conducted in Dutch.

Internationally speaking, Dutch higher education has a very
good reputation. This is based not only on such Nobel-prize
winners as the Tinbergen brothers (Jan in economics, and
Nico in ethology), but more importantly on the standard of
the average graduate. In general, it is fair to say that a per-
son who has completed a programme of Dutch higher edu-
cation has mastered the breadth and depth of theory they
need to work creatively within their discipline. A large share
of all study programmes is occupied with writing papers,
working in groups to analyze and solve specific problems,
acquiring practical work experience in internships, and con-
ducting experiments in laboratories. There are close links
between the world of work and the needs of society on the
one hand, and higher education and research on the other.
The government spends nearly 2.5 billion Euros a year sup-
porting fundamental research, which is conducted by
universities, research institutes and private enterprises. This
is 160 Euros per head of population.

http://www.nuffic.nl/study/immigration/

Irtlonon Dutch |mm|grt|on'|aws

Innovative mentality

Dutch employers expect to be able to put young applicants
directly to work, even in positions of responsibility, without
first giving them extra training. Because of their broad edu-
cational backgrounds, young graduates are thought capable
of dealing with new developments and novel problems. Ex-
perience shows that people with Dutch higher education
function very well in other parts of the world as well. The
cosmopolitan outlook of Dutch institutions, and the familiar-
ity students gain with scientific literature from other countries,
ensure that they quickly feel at home in a foreign profes-
sional situation. They move easily into excellent positions.
They have adopted the innovative mentality that is such an
essential part of Dutch education. But at the same time they
have learned the value of tradition and continuity, for these
too are part of Dutch higher education, which traces its roots
back to the 16th century.

g o

Higher education in the Netherlands

Ministry of Education, Culture and Science
http://www.minocw.nl

Nuffic, Netherlands organization for international
cooperation in higher education
http://www.nuffic.nl
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Geography
Longest distance north-south: 300 km
Longest distance east-west: 200 km

Lowest altitude:

minus 6.74 m
(near Rotterdam)

Highest altitude: 321 m (near Maastricht)

Location: Western Europe

Total area: 41,526 km2, one quarter of
which is below sea level

Average summer temperature: 16.6°C

Average winter temperature: 2.8°C

Government

Official name: Kingdom of the

Form of government:

Head of state:

Head of government:

Capital city:
of government:

Population
Total population:

# 2
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Netherlands, commonly
referred to as the Nether-
lands or Holland
Constitutional monarchy
with a bicameral parliament
The hereditary monarch
The prime minister
AmsterdamSeat

The Hague

16,203,227 (735,526 in

Ethnic composition:

Foreign residents:

Religion:

National language:

Amsterdam and 599,859 in Rotterdam).

300 A2

200 A2

-6,74 % (R FHHL)

321 % (BRI
B P Ep

41526 FFHAE. MPZ—
fFis¥m

16.6°C

2.8°C

jeiE<FE (Kingdom of the
Netherlands) B EE=
(Netherlands) sz (Holland)
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90% of the inhabitants are
ethnically Dutch, and 7%

have their roots in one of

the following countries:
another EU member state,
Indonesia (formerly the

Dutch East Indies), Suriname,
Turkey, Morocco, or the
Netherlands Antilles and
Aruba.

3,000,000 (without Dutch
nationality). The population of
Amsterdam represents some
200 different nationalities.

In this secular state, 52%
identify themselves as Christian,
40% claim no affiliation, and
8% belong to other religions.
Dutch. Nearly everyone also
speaks English, however,
especially in the larger cities
and towns. Many Dutch
people speak German and
French as well. In the northern
province of Friesland, Frisian is
spoken as a second language
by some 600,000 people.

map: There are higher education institutions in all of these cities
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Currency:

Gross Domestic Product
(GDP):
GDP per capita:

Annual growth in GDP:

Employment:

Unemployment:
Cost of living:

Minimum wage:
International companies:

Main airport:

? it : Worlds biggest seaport:

‘Economic figures (2002):

Euro Popular form of
€ 1= § 1.17 (July, 2003) Transportation:
€ 395 billion

€ 24,685

2.8% (The Netherlands outper-
formed the European average.)

7.1 million in the workforce,
1.9 million of whom have com-
pleted higher education

3.6 % (after Luxembourg the
lowest in Europe)

A single person can live modestly
for € 600-750 a month.

€ 1,249 a month, gross

Philips, Heineken, Unilever, Shell,
and KLM are just five of the large
international companies that origi-
nated in the Netherlands.

Schiphol Airport, Amsterdam (the
fourth largest airport inEurope,
handling an annual 39.6 million
passengers and 1.22 million ton-
nes of freight)

The port of Rotterdam, which
handles 322 million tonnes of
cargo a year.

Internet use:

Mobile telephones:

Picture: dunes in the western part of Holland
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Nearly every resident (including
foreign students) owns a bicycle.
There are 16 million bicycles in the
Netherlands, or slightly more than
one for every inhabitant. There are
19,100 km of bicycle paths and
lanes.

Approximately 6.1 million Dutch
people have Internet access at
home, at school or at work (which
in February 2002 made the
Netherlands third in Europe).

Approximately 12 million mobile
phone were in use in the Nether-
lands in 2002.
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