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God had always promised the Israelites that

one day he would rescue them from their slavery
in Egypt and give them a new land in which to
live.At last the time came,and Moses led his people
out of Egypt.But life was still hard for the
Israelites.They wandered for forty years in the
desert before drawing near to their new
home.Sadly,Moses,who was a very old man by
then,died before he could enter the Promised
Land.God chose Joshua to be the Israelites' new

leader.
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“You shall have all of this land,which is called Canaan,” God told Joshua.
‘I shall be with you,just as I was with Moses,so there is no need to be afraid as

long as you obey my laws.’
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Joshua was grateful for God's help.He knew that the

Israelites would have to fight many battles before they
could live happily in their new homeland.

The first problem was the city of Jericho,which lay
just inside Canaan's border.This was one of the strongest
cities in the world.It had high walls and strong
gates.Joshua decided to send two spies into the city to
see if there was an easy way for the Israelites to capture
it.

The spies crept silently into the city.But the King of
Jericho soon heard about the two strangers and gave

orders for their arrest.
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Luckily the two spies met a woman called Rahab,who was friendly to
the Israelites.She took the two men into her house,which was built into the
city wall,hurried them up to the flat roof and hid them under a pile of flax.
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She was just in time.The two strangers had been
spotted creeping into Rahab's house,and a few minutes
later the King's soldiers knocked on her door.Rahab went
downstairs and told the guards that the men had already
left the city.The soldiers believed her,and hurried
away.Rahab returned to the roof.
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‘Why are you helping us?’ asked the spies,as they

crawled out from their hiding place.

‘I know God wants you to have this land,” explained
Rahab, ‘and I believe he will give you victory.Just promise
that,when you capture Jericho,my family and I will be kept
safe.’

The spies promised.

When it was dark,Rahab lowered a rope from her
window.Before he climbed down,one of the spies gave Rahab
a red cord.

‘Put this in your window,  he said. ‘When our soldiers
see it, they will know they must protect this house.’
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When the spies arrived back at the Israelite camp,they told
Joshua everything they had seen.

“We will attack the city,” Joshua announced. ‘But first
we must cross the river Jordan.'

The river Jordan was very wide,and the Israelites had no
boats.But Joshua obeyed God's instructions.He told the priests
who carried the gold box called the Ark,which held God's laws,to
step into the water first.
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As they did so,the river stopped flowing,leaving a dry path across
to the other bank.The priests waited on the path while the rest of the
Israelites crossed.Then the priests stepped ashore,too,and the river began

to flow once more.
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“We have reached the Promised Land at last!” cried the Israelites.And
they thanked God for bringing them safely to the end of their long journey.

‘Pick twelve large stones from the river and put them in a pile,” Joshua
ordered. ‘The stones will represent the twelve tribes of Israel and they will
remind us of how God brought us into this new land.’
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The Israelites then began to move towards the city of Jericho.They looked at
the high walls and the strong gates,but they did not attack the city straightaway

because God had given Joshua some very strange instructions.
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