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PREFACE

At the time of entering the new century, the Southern Song Dynasty Guan Kiln Muse-
um compiled this book A Collection of Essays on Southern Song Dynasty Guan Kiln. 1 am
glad that some famous scholars, such as Geng Baochang, Li Jiazhi, Zhu Qingshi, Cai Hebi,
Zhang Pusheng, and others, have supported this book.

The Southern Song Dynasty Guan Kiln is world-famous. Its quality was the best and
the most precious in the Song Dynasty kilns. Therefore, the academic circle has always pay-
ing attention to the study on them. The 26 articles in this book were written based on the
tremendous research work done by the authors. Most of the authors think that as for the
Southern Song Dynasty Guan Kiln, “Neiyao” (Inner Kiln) came into being first; “Jiaotanx-
ia” appeared later on. Neiyao was also called Xiuneisi Kiln, and the kiln is located at Lao-
hudong of Fenghuang Hill in Hangzhou. The ancient people usually name a kiln according to
the name of that place, so that is also called “the Lachudong Kiln”. The Laohudong Kiln
has a long history of porcelain making. It lasted for two dynasties, i. e. the Southern Song
and Yuan Dynasties. The Southern Song layer can be divided into upper and lower layers.
That explains that after Jiaotanxia Guan Kiln was established, the Laohudong Kiln did not
stop producing.

In 1126, the Northern Song Dynasty collapsed. The last two emperors, Huizong and
Qinzong, and many ritual wares were all looted by Jin troops. Gaozong ascended throne and
established the Southern Song Dynasty. Chasing by the Jin troops, Gaozong moved the capi-
tal to Shangqiu, Yangzhou, Hangzhou, Jiankang, Shaoxing, Pingjiang, and Lin’an. In
1138, the capital was settled in Lin’an. Before Xiuneisi Kiln was established, the daily and
ritual porcelain wares used by the Southern Song court were all made by Dilingtou, Silongk-
ou, Kaidaoshan, and Zhangjiadi around the old Yindin Lake at Cixi county. Those porcelain
wares that had the characteristics of the imperial porcelain wares were produced in
Qingliangsi Ru Kiln in Baofeng, Henan province. It was very likely that the craftsmen from

Ru Kiln and Northern Song Guan Kiln participated in the production. Zhao Zizhi, a Song
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Dynasty scholar, recorded in his book Zhongxing Lishu that in 1131 and 1134, the imperial
court ordered the Yue Kiln at Yuyao County to fire ritual wares for the use of the imperial
palace. After the Xuineisi Kiln was put into production, these kilns stopped their produc-
tion. The products, firing tools, and techniques in the early periods of Guan Kilns at Xi-
uneisi and Jiaotanxia were influenced by Ru Kiln and Northern Song Guan Kiln. We can see
the evolution of the porcelain used by the Southern Song court through the porcelain wares
from Silongkou, Dilingtou, Xiuneisi and Jiaotanxia. At the same time, over 1000 pieces of
porcelain wares had been pieced up by the fragments unearthed from the Southern Song layer
at Laohudong Kiln. Those cast lights on the Southern Song Dynasty Guan Kiln and enriched
the exhibits of the Southern Song Dynasty Guan Kiln Museum.

These essays have different opinions on the starting time of Xiuneisi and Jiaotanxia
Kilns, and whether the lower layer of the Southern Song period at Lachudong belongs to Xi-
uneisi Kiln. Some scholars raised the question that whether there are still more imperial kilns
in Hangzhou. That is good for further study on Guan Kiln.

The study on the Southern Song Dynasty Guan Kiln is an important part in the study of
the ancient Chinese ceramics. I hope that the scholars in this field can make common efforts

to push the research work deeper and have more academic results.

Zhu Bogian
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