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“Mr. Xiong is an illuminant representative of
our country’s teachers. His deeds impressed us deeply.
Mr. Xiong sheds his heart’s blood, opens up
innovations, contributes selfless, trains a lot of
excellent students for our country and gives outstanding
contribution to the education of our country. He has
nurtured many students who are now truly like stars all

over the sky.”

(Chen Zhili, Member of the State Council , the People’s
Republic of China, highly evaluated Xiong Xiaodong’s work ,

writing in reply to Xiong Xiaodong’s students. )






B AEWR AR S AL B B e SO — A B DA RO 2 R - 35 0 BRI R OR) 25 58
R ECE PRk S TR R A B IR .

X B —(EABAERE)—BR T BB R a0 200 EAR, I Hop it R 3
A HE X - EEGURAEH T 5T

(EAHBEAEFRE)—BRIE AR TS EXERAE R, IF AR &
T ERIRRR T IRE T itk . MEAR 2REMNIE R, R AT 5 R
A 18T RE G 2R BT B0 5% 77 AUBUAS B ik o

Bruce R. Vogeli {8+
EXaR R e  ANE



One theme that permeates all of Mr. Xiong’s work concerning gifted
education is the high responsibility of the gifted for service to society.

This volume — Gifted Education in China-summarizes Xiong Xiaodong’s
thoughts and contributions in this important field.

Gifted Education in China reconciles, substantiates and extends the
sometimes-conflicting interpretations and goals of education in a socialist
republic. The Chinese people are indebted to Xiong Xiaodong for his efforts on

behalf of their nation and its mathematically talented children.

Bruce R. Vogeli, Ph.D.

Teachers College, Columbia University
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Preface 1

It is the obligation of every nation to identify, nurture and develop those among its citizen
who have special talents and abilities. This obligation, if fairly and effectively discharged,
serves the nation by insuring a never-ending succession of scholars, scientists and artists —
many of whom may achieve prominence both within the nation and abroad.

The Peoples Republic of China has made remarkable educational progress in but half a
century. This progress was especially evident in the education of the general population during
the early decades of the socialist government. In more recent times the enormous potential
formerly neither recognized nor nurtured, of the most gifted Chinese youth has been the focus
of certain educational leaders.

In the all-important field of mathematics no Chinese educator had been more involved or
more effective in serving the needs of promising students than Xiong Xiaodong. Through his
work at the Nanyang Model School and his extensive contacts with educators throughout Asia
and the world, Xiong Xiaodong has brought recognition and honor to the Chinese people and
especially to the mathematically talented student of the Peoples Republic of China. This
volume — Gifted Education . Thoughts and Practices in China — summarizes Xiong
Xiaodong’s thoughts and contributions in this important field. In addition to his skill as a
teacher and motivator of the mathematically talented, Xiong Xiaodong’s commitment to his
nation and it’s people cannot be underestimated.

Gifted Education ; Thoughts and Practices in China reconciles, substantiates and extends
the sometimes-conflicting interpretations and goals of education in a socialist republic. The
Chinese people are indebted to Xiong Xiaodong for his efforts on behalf of their nation and its
mathematically talented children.

Bruce R. Vogeli, Ph. D.
Program Coordinator
Program in Mathematics Education

Teachers College, Columbia University
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Preface 2

The stady of mathematic talented students by Mr. Xiong, based on experimental
researches, started from the influence of independent cognitive style and disposition of
introversion and extroversion on mathematics learning, makes people known the characteristic
of mathematics learning of field independent, and puts forward its educational countermeasures
with a new visual angle, which has important meanings on uncovering mathematical talented
students’ growing rules, promoting their development, deeping theories and practice of
mathematics educational researches.

Mr. Xiong’s research has its own particular characteristic ;

Firstly, by literature review, this study well grasped the theory of Field-dependence and
Field-Independence and the study actuality of domestic and overseas on talented education,
which gives this study and paper writing a well-knit stand.

Secondly, by experimental research, this study discussed the relationship between the
cognitive styles of field independence and the students’ mathematics achievements, and how to
improve the cognitive styles by wiping off the weak points,how to prepare and arrange courses
and teaching materials for the talented, and how to apply the modern educational information
technology in teaching and so on. From this research, we can find that field independent
people may be introverts or extroverts and from extroversion to introversion. And it is a
positive correlation. We also knew that disadvantages of the cdgnitive styles and field
introversion can be corrected by “Individual Socialization”. All of these conclusions will
inspire congeneric researches. Especially, theories such as “ Perfect Personality Is the
Assurance of Growing into a Useful Person”, “Individual Socialization” , are innovations in
some ways.

Thirdly, by educational and teaching practice exploration, this study formed a series of
courses and teaching materials which fit for the talented, and developed a series of none-profit
social teaching activities. This research made excellent practice benefit, and large amount of
precious experience and case analysis have been obtained for the rapid and full-scale
development of gifted education in China.

2 Preface2
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Finally, the means of this study is reasonable. Mr. Xiong’s research lasted over ten years
and experienced four great experiments. He observed typical cases, noted, leaded, cultivated
and obtained a great deal of vivid demonstration materials with prodigious dedication and
clinging pursuit, all of which provided theory basic for his research and paper writing.

In conclusion, Mr. Xiong’s educational research, educational practice activities,
educational paper writing and his study are valuable. This paper has concentrative topic,
transparent study thoughts, abundant content, original opinions, reasonable methods. All of
these indicated that the author had stable educational theory foundation, plenty of mathematics
teaching experiences and strong ability of scientific research. The significance of this research
composed by a great deal experiments is to bring forward the concept of the quality-based
education that moral education is the core of the whole education with cultivating the capability
of creativity and practice. At the meantime, a series of new viewpoints and theories, such as
“Perfect Personality Is the Assurance of Growing into a Useful Person”, * Individual
Socialization” , were brought forward, which will surly help to carry out the further regulations
of the growing of the mathematical and scientifical talented.

The research indicated that Mr. Xiong has persevered in educational scientific research for
many years and using that to lead his educational practice. Now we would like to make
suggestions that Mr. Xiong should make more general and abstract on abundant research, and

make more studies on deeping and widening this research.

Pei Dina ( Professor, Tutor of doctor, Superintendent of Education and Science Research
Department of School of Education of Beijing Normal University)

Guo Qijia (Professor, Tutor of doctor, School of Education of Beijing Normal University )

Qian Peiling ( Professor, Department of Mathematics of Beijing Normal University )

Zhang Jingbin ( Professor, Tutor of doctor, Assistant superintendent of College of

Education of Capital Normal University)
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