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Emperor Guangxu

The Summer Palace was first built in 1750, the 15th year of the
re

nof Emperor Qianlong of the Qg Dyvnusty, 1t was burned down

hy the Britush and French mvasion forces in 1860, and was rebuilt in

1886, during the reign of Emperor Guangsu, The Long Corridor has
3

273 sections rated with more than 8000 colored pamtings, with a

total len; Bometers, [t was named the |

west painted corridor

in the world by The Guinness Book of Records in 1990,

Corridor

The beams of the Long e painted with colored human
figures, landscapes, and flowers and birds, all very delicate, vivid, and
true to life. The most fascinating of them are the over 200 paintings

depicting historical

igures, folk tales. myths,

ends, and stories

from classical novels and historical records. These works are rich in

content, covering the 5,000-year
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CAO CAO PRESENTS A SWORD

This is a story from the classical novel The Romance of the Three
Kingdoms. During the Eastern Han Dynasty, in 190, Dong Zhuo led

200,000 troops to capture Luoyang, the capital city. He dethroned Liu
Bian and made Liu Xie the emperor, with the title Emperor Xian, and
himselt the prime minister. He had the emperor and all the ministers

under his thumb. A conspiracy was hatched, led by Cao Cao, who one

day was discovered to be carrying a concealed sword, as he intended

toassassinate Dong Zhuo. The guick-witted Cao Cao however

prc

tended o have brought the precious sword as a present for Dong
Zhuo, and thus escaped execution
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THE DECISION MADE IN LONGZHONG

This 15 another story from The Romance of the Three
Kingdoms. In 196, Zhuge Liang was living in scclusion in
Nanyang. General Liu Ber, who wanted to restore the rule of
the Han Dynasty, pad three visits to Zhuge Liang’s thatched
cottage to ask for his help. Liu Bei was finally received by
Zhuge Liang on his third visit. Zhuge Liang suggested that
Liu Ber pive way 1o Cao Cao in the north and Sun Quan in
the south and first take Jingzhou, then Xichuan, and finally
the Central Plains. Later Zhuge Liang assisted Liu Bei in
carrying out their plan made in Longzhong and built the Shu
Kingdom. determining the triangular balance of power of the

three kKingdoms

PART | OOF THE INNER CORRIDOR
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ZHOU DUNYI LOVES LOTUS FLOWERS

Zhou Dunyt, of the Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127 ), was the

founder of a school of Taoism. As an official, he was renowned for
his integ

rity. Resigning his post because of illness, he returned home
to live 1o seclusion at the foot of Lotus Flower Peak on Mount
Lushan, He was particularly fond of lotws flowers, and wrote a
famous essay, entitled, “Love for Lotus Flowers,” part of which goes
“Born in mud, lotus flowers are not sullied; washed by clear ripples,
they are not coquettish.” He expressed his firm wall and atnitude

towards life by singing the praises of lotus flowers
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XU SHU RECOMMENDS ZHUGE LIANG
ON HORSEBACK

From The Romance of the Three Kingdoms. Xu Shu was Liu
Bei's nulitary advisor. Cao Cao. Liu Bei's an h-enenmy, wrote
aletter o Xu Shu in which he pretended 1o be the lutter's
mather, and begged Xu Shu to rescue her from Cao Cao's
camp. When he left. Xu Shu recommended the master

strategist Zhuge Liang to Liu Bei as his replacement
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THE THREE TRAVEL-STAINED CHIVALRIES

In 613 the Sui Dynasty was in danger of collapsing. One day a man
called Li Jing, an ambitious person, came to the house of Governor
Yang Su and was loved by a singing girl with a red horsetail whisk.
They then got married and ran away to Taiyuan. On the way they met
a man with i red curly moustache. After armiving at Taryuan, the man
mvited Li Jing and his wife to his home He gave all his jewelry and
money to Li Jing and asked him to help Li Shimin overthrow the Sui
Dynasty, while he himself went southeast o make a living, Later the
Sui Dynasty fell and the Tang Dynasty rose. L1 Jing became prime
minister of the Tang court, News was also heard from the southeast

that & man possessed of thousands of ships and o hundred thousand

troops had proclaimed himself emper ratulated him by

pouning wine on the ground to the direction of southe:

. Hence,

people call them “the three travel-stained chivalries”
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THE MONKEY KING DEFEATS THE
WHITE BONE DEMON THREE TIMES

This 15 a story from the classical novel Joumey to the West

The Tang Dynasty Buddhist monk Xuanzang (618-907)

China. accompanied by the Monkey
. and Friar Sand. On the way, the White Bone
veat Xuanzang's flesh, believing that this

woutld enable her 1o live forever. She made three attempis o

+ changing hersell into a beautiful girl the first time

WOy

n the

second tme, and an old man the third
. the Monkey King foiled her
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From The Romance of the Three Kingdoms. In 184, as the peasant
rebellion shook the very foundations of the Fastern Han Dynusty,
ty. Ome was Liu Bei, a

three heroes emerged to support the «

lescendent of the Han imperial house v had made a living selling

straw sandals; another was Zhang Fei 1l butcher: and the third

was Guan Yu, o man of martial pron coome a fugitive

The three met and feasted in a gard

LIS Were

the

n bloom, There swore a solemn

brothers to save the country. Later, the 1 ded the Stute of Shu.
The story of brotherhood sworn in the peach garden became well

known among the Chinese people
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LIU BEI LEADS HIS PEOPLE ACROSS THE HAN RIVER

From The Romance of the Three Kingdoms. Hard pressed by Cao Cao, Liu Bei

CVHC L

led its imhabitants. young and old. ucross the Han
River

2. Overcome by the sight of the sufferings of the refugees, Liu
Ber wanted o throw himself i1

1e river, but was restram

I by his mon. Finally,
he made sure that there were enough boats to ferry all the people across, and he
himselt was the last 1o cross 1o safety
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2 WENJI PAYS HOMAGE AT HER
-~ FATHER'S GRAVE

Cai Wenji, born towards the end of the Eastern Han Dynasty (25
2200, was the daughter of Cai Yong. a renowned calligrapher and
writer. She wis an accomphished musician and poet, but led a tragic

Ite. Her father fell foul of & high court official, and was persecuted to

; died the year following their marmiage. and Cai
Weng was carn

khan. When Clao Cao was the prime mimster of the Han Dynasty, he

e off by the mvading Huns 1o be a concubine of their

= ransomed Car Wenp, and asked her 1o collite her father s works, The

atnting shows Weng pavine h eeul her father's grave after her
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THREE TALENTED LITERARY MEN

The “three talented literary men™ were Su Daongpo, Qin Shaoyou
and Xie Duanxiang of the Song Dynasty (960-984). 1t is said that
during one year of the reign of Emperor Shenzong there was a

severe drought. The emperor ordered a ceremony to be held to
pray tor ran, and had Su Dongpo write the incantation. Su
Dongpo’s friend Xie Duanxiang wanted to see the emperar in
person. so Su Dongpo got him to dress as a priest and serve at the
altar. The pious emperor was so impressed by Xie Duanxiang’s
charming appearance and eloguence that he immediately gave
him a Buddhist name and inducted him into the monastic life. Su
Dongpo regretted the loss of his friend, and one day he and Qin
Shaoyou invited Xie Duanxiang to a feast, with the intention of
making him break his vows and return to worldly pleasures. Xie,
however, was adamant aboul rejecting secular life.






