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ABSTRACT

Teacher professionalization is a practical question and a historical is-
sue as well. To define its nature as well as to evaluate it, we need to re-
veal its latent features in the development and maturity of teacher profes-
sion. The government and professional organizations have played an im-
portant role in the standardization and institutionalization of teacher edu-
cation institutions. This dissertation studies the development of the Ameri-
can teacher professionalization and institutionalization in four phases, thus
to uncover the historical features and the law of the development of teach-
er professionalization.

The dissertation falls into four chapters according to four phases of
the development.

Chapter One focuses on the stage from the 1820s to 1880s. In order
to control the quality of the public education, America issued the earliest
teacher certification and established the first normal school to standardize
teachers qualification during the early decades of the 19th century.
Hence, the standardization of teacher profession began.

Chapter Two centers on the period from the 1880s to the end of
World War II. After the Civil War and with the founding of the depart-
ment of education in every state, the teacher certification began to be con-

trolled by the states and the standards of certification started to be im-
3



proved . At the end of the 19th century, the development of compulsory e-
ducation and high public school needed more qualified teachers, for which
the normal school was inadequate. Many normal schools began to upgrade
their level and teachers college came into being. The teacher training be-
gan to emerge at the college and university level . At the same time, edu-
cational science entered into university and teacher training course as an
independent discipline. Students studied the educational specialized
courses as well as the subject courses. These two parts of courses were
held at the same period. During this time, the educational specialized
courses became the core course.

Chapter Three treats the period from postwar period till the end of
1970s. Under the influence of science and technology, the requirements
of teaching professionalization became clear. Teaching professionalization
demanded the reform in teacher certification by reducing the external con-
trol by the educational department at a state level and increasing internal
professional supervision. In 1945, the National Council for Accreditation
of Teacher Education was established. However, as a nongovernmental
and voluntary accredited institution, its function was very limited.

With the critique of the post-war progressive education, the former
stress on educational specialized courses began to shift to subjects cours-
es. The two even began to merge as shown in the combination of teachers
college and university. This is a non-finite teacher educational mode. In
this mode, the educational specialized courses and the subject courses
were held in two phases. Because there hadn’ t been matchable certifi-
cation system, the professional development was still limited.

The last chapter devotes attention to the period since 1980s. The ed-
ucational reform with emphasis on quality requires more than ever the
teaching professionalization. Professional organizations began to get in-

4



volved in the teacher certification on a larger scale. The co-operation be-
tween state department of education and professional organizations has
marked the combination of compulsory and self-disciplinary principles.
This has increased more space for professional development.

The non-finite teacher educational mode has become the dominating
mode. The educational specialized courses and the subject courses are
held in two phases (4 + 1. 4 +2). The examination of teacher certifica-
tion is more rigorous. The homologous of teacher education and certifica-

tion system has become the main current.
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