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The Great Wall at Badaling

Located in the Jundu Mountain, which is 60 kilometers away from the northwest of
Beijing, Badaling is a strategic gateway to the capital. Extending in all directions, it leads
to Beijing in the south, Yanging in the north, Xuanhua in the west, hence the name
Badaling (The mountain extending in all directions).

Being the pride of the Great Wall and the representation of the Ming Great Wall, Badaling
Section was consolidated and rebuilt by the famous General Qi Jiguang in the Ming
Dynasty when he was the commander of Jizhou (1569 — 1582). It ascends steeply
towards the south and the north peaks of the Jundu Mountain from the fort as if a flying
dragon is rolling along the mountain range without a head and a tail.

Badaling Section is renown for its complicated topography, the numerous watchtowers
and its intricate structure. The wall has an average height of 7.8 meters and a width of 6.
5~7.5 meters in the bottom and 4.5 ~ 5.8 meters on the top, and the path can accommodate
five horses running in parallel. The wall which is built by granite on both sides
demonstrates that the project is an arduous one. Badaling Section meanders along the
mountain ranges, with the No.8 Tower, which is 888 meters above the sea level, its highest

watching tower.




In 1987, Badaling Section was listed in the World Cultural Heritage List and became the
preferred scenic spot of the travelers from both home and abroad.

Badaling Section has different sceneries throughout the four seasons, with wild flowers
and soft breeze in spring, luxurious greenness and cool wind in summer, red leaves from
September to October, which appear half a month earlier than those in Xiangshan

Mountain and the enchanting snow throughout the whole winter.
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Badaling Section: The pride of
the Great Wall and the represen-
tation of the Ming Great Wall.
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Ascending steeply towards the south and the

north peaks from the fort, the magnificent

Badaling Section looks like a rolling dragon.
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On the board over the gate of the fort inscribed four characters for "Key of North

Gate" (Beimen Suoyue). "Beimen" shows that this place is the gateway to the

north of the capital, and "Suoyue" means that the fort is a strategic place.
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The perspective from the watching tower ’
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With blooming flowers wav-

ing in the breeze, Badaling

Section displays its vitality.
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The south route of Badaling Section. From No.7 Tower to No.10 Tower in the south.
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The north route of Badaling Section
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The scenery of No.4 Tower in the north in early summer




