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The Message ofithe Tourist Minister of Sri Lanka
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Sri Lanka is an exotic Island extending to 65,610 SqgKm, strategically located in the Indian Ocean closer to
the Southern tip of the Indian sub continent. The Central hill country rises up to more than 2,500 mts radiating
103 rivers & streams on to the low lands around the hill country which are gradually moving towards the
beautiful sea beaches right round the Island. And the tropical climate varies from 16°C~34'C from low lands
to the hill country. As a result Sri Lanka is very high in bio diversity with tropical plants to rain forests and
rich fauna & flora. Sri Lanka is a multi ethnic, multi religious destination with a population of 19 million and
the Buddhist population is 69.32% while the rest are Hindus, Muslims and Christians.

From the inception of the Tourism Industry in 1960’ s Sri Lanka became popular among the tourists in the
world as a sun and sand destination. Since then in order to cater to the up market tourists in the world the
Tourism product lines such as Hotel accommodation, catering, food production & travel have grown to very
high quality standards. As at today full furnished 14,000 hotel rooms are available in the country scattered
in various parts.

Given the historical relationships with China originating from the 05th century BC we have developed very
close ties with China. Very recently I came across a prince and a princes of China who are descendants of
King Parkramabahu VI lived in the 15th Century. History records that the son of King Parakramabahu had
got married to a Chinese Princes during this period and settled down in China. Our relationships with China
have been further consolidated primarily by Buddhism. However, looking back to the recent past it is obvious
that tourist travel between our two countries have not grown to where it should be. I am proud to mention
that my Government has been instrumental in bringing back peace to Sri Lanka. As a result we have been
granted destination status by the PR of China National Tourism Authority opening the gates for Chinese
tourists to visit our beautiful country.

I'take this valuable opportunity to extend a warm welcome for Chinese tourists to visit Sri Lanka for vacation,
to meet friends, to admire the beauty of the country and above all to experience the rich Buddhist cultural
heritage.

Gamini Lokuge

Minister of Tourism



The Message ofthe Chairman of Sri Lanka Tourist Board
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Sri Lanka, a country with a rich cultural heritage and unsurpassed scenic beauty, is inviting Chinese
travelers, to visit our beautiful land, now that we have received ‘ Approved Destination Status’ from the
Chinese Government.

Sri Lanka is now considered the prime destination to Buddhist pilgrims all over world, considering the
numerous sacred sites scattered over the island, some of them hallowed by visits of the Buddha himself and
some that have been Globally recognized as UNESCO World Heritage Sites. In the 5th century, the famous
Chinese traveler Fa Hsien, who visited Sri Lanka, took the Buddhist Text ‘ Thripitaka’ to China. It is his
memories that provide us with a vivid description of how the Esala Festival in honour of the acres Tooth
Relic of Buddha was conducted 15 centuries ago in Anuradhapura. Therefore, contacts between our two
countries go back over many centuries, during which we have had rewarding, religious, cultural and trade
relations.

Sri Lanka offers multi-faceted attractions for the Chinese tourists, which could be reached within a short
space of time. Form the palm fringed beaches to the clad mountains, with its cascading waterfalls, and the
game parks where elephant, leopard and bear roam. Colombo, the Commercial Capital offers all varieties
of Chinese cuisine, excellent shopping for gemstones and varied cultural entertainment. All travel agents
have Mandarin/Cantonese speaking guides and will provide package tours specially designed for the
Chinese visitors.

I hope more and more Chinese friends can know Sri Lanka better from this guide book and warmly welcome
them to visit us and enjoy our famous Sri Lanka hospitality.

{
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Paddy Withana

Chairman of Sri Lanka Tourist Board
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