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A SIGNIFICANT FORWARD IN INSECT
FAUNAL STUDY OF HENAN PROVINCE

Prof. Shen Xiaochen' and Pei Haichao’
(" Institute of Plant Protection, Henan Academy of Agricultural Sciences ,
Zhengzhou , Henan, 450002 China;
2 Henan Forest Protection & Quarantine Station, Zhengzhou, Henan, 450008 China)

Few studies on the insect fauna of Henan Province were conducted during the first half years of this
century except for only 68 species recorded. Since the foundation of new China, 3850 species had been
recognized in this province by the early 1990s through various investigations. To exploit the native insect
resources, the Entomological Society of Henan Province organized entomological explorations to the north
hillside of Mt. Funiushan in 1996 and to Mt. Jigongshan in 1997. More than 30 insect taxonomists from
Nankai University, China Agricultural University and some other education and research units were invit-
ed to have participated in the scientific pursuits. Explorations to the south hillside of Mt. Funiushan and
to Mt. Dabieshan were carried out in 1998 and 1999 respectively. About 30 insect taxonomists from
home and abroad were engaged in the work. They collected large numbers of insect specimens and identi-
fied many more species, which greatly enriches the insect fauna of Henan Province. By the time this
book is sent to the press, 6 440 species in all have been recognized in this Province.

1. Numerous new species and new records have enriched the insect fauna of Henan Province

A total of 80 000 insect specimens were collected during the explorations in 1998 and 1999. 1 650
species have been determined, belonging to 12 orders, 114 families and 990 genera. Among these,
188 species are described as new to science; 12 genera and 40 species are reported as new to China; 23
families, 305 genera and 533 species are recorded for the first time from Henan. As a result of the suc-
cessive explorations carried out from 1996 to 1999, a total of 7 new genera have been established and 437
new species have been described; 20 genera and 97 species are reported for the first time from China;
112 families, 862 genera and 1 493 species are newly recorded in Henan. Adding the previously record-
ed 3 850 species, the number of insect species in Henan Province has amounted to 6 440, which ex-
ceeds the pre-evaluated number that 6 000 species could be determined till the year 2000 (Tab. 1,
Tab. 2).
2.Rich distribution data have laid a scientific foundation for faunal analysis of Henan and China

Through four years” explorations, 2 996 species in all have been identified. Some species original-
ly only distributed in the border provinces of China or abroad were collected in large quantities in Henan.
The data gained have not only filled the distribution interruptions and gaps of some insects in Henan, but
also geographically illustrated their diversity in the intercrossing provinces. The firsthand materials are of
great value in analyzing the boundary and transition between Palearctic and Oriental regions in eastern
China.




