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WHEREVER I GO AND wherever I stay,
There's always a picture of me on display.
On top of the desk, or out in the hall,
Tied round a neck, or hung on the wall.

WOMEN AND MEN, they play a strange game,
Asking, beseeching: “Please sign your name.”
From the erudite fellow they brook not a quibble,
But firmly insist on a piece of his scribble.

SOMETIMES, surrounded by all this good cheer,
I'm puzzled by some of the things that I hear,
And wonder, my mind for a moment not hazy,
If T and not they could really be crazy.
——Albert Einstein
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[To his niece; ] I hear from Elsa that you are dissatis-
fied because you did not see your Uncle Einstein. Let me
therefore tell you what I look like: pale face, long hair,
and a tiny beginning of a paunch. In addition an awk-
ward gait, and a cigar in the mouth—if he happens to
have a cigar—and a pen in his pocket or his hand. But
crooked legs and warts he does not have, and so he is
quite handsome—also no hair on his hands as .is often
found on wgly men. So it is indeed a pity that you did
not see me. With warm greetings from Your Uncle Ein-
stein.

I collect nothing but unanswered correspondence and
people, who, with justification, are dissatisfied with me.
But can it be otherwise with a man possessed. As in my
youth, I sit here endlessly and think and calculate, hop-
ing to unearth deep secrets. The so-called Great World,
that is, men's bustle, has less attraction than ever, so
that each day I find myself becoming more of a hermit.
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I am truly a “lone travelet” .

With fame I became more and mote stupid, which, of
course, is a very common phenomenon. There is far too
great a disproportion between what one is and what
others think one is, ot at least what they say they think
one is. But one has to take it all with good humor.

All T have is the stubbornness of a mule; no, that's not
quite all, I also have a nose.

With me, every peep becomes a trumpet solo.

Yesterday idolized, today hated and spit upon, tomor-
row forgotten, and the day after tomorrow promoted to
Sainthood. The only salvation is a sense of humor, and
we will keep that as long as we draw breath,

I live in that solitude that is painful in youth but deli-
cious in the years of maturity.
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It was no different in Berlin, and before that in Switzer-

land. One is born a loner.

To one bent by age death will come as a release; I feel
this quite strongly now that I have grown old myself and
have come to regard death like an old debt, at long last
to be discharged.

It's not that I'm so smart; it's just that I stay with prob-
lems longer.

I have no special gift. I am only passionately cutious.

Everything that has anything to do with the cult of per-
sonality has always been painful to me.

Neckties and cuffs exist for me only as remote memo-

ries.

In the course of my long life I have received from my
fellow men far more recognition than I deserve, and 1
confess that my sense of shame has always outweighed
my pleasure therein.
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People flatter me as long as I do not get in their way.

Here is yet another application of the principle of relativi-
ty for the delectation of the reader: today I am de-
scribed in Germany as 2 “German savant,” and in Eng-
land as a “Swiss Jew.” Should it ever be my fate to be
represented as a béte noire, I should, on the contrary,
become a “Swiss Jew” for the Germas and a “German
savant” for the English.

My part in producing the atomic bomb consisted in a
single act; I signed a letter to President Roosevelt, to
press the need for experiments on a large scale in order
to explore the possibilities for the production of an
atomic bomb. The likelihood that the Germans were
working on the same problem with a chance of succeed-
ing forced me to this step.

I have never belonged wholeheartedly to any country or
state, to my circle of friends, or even to my own fami-
ly. These ties have always been accompanied by a vague
aloofness, and the wish to withdraw into myself increases
with the years.
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