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Animal 2D %

What is an animal? You know a
monkey when you see one. You know
the tiger because you have seen it in
the zoo. But there are some animals
that don't look‘anything like the
animals familiar to most people. (1)

The sea cucumber has no head or
tail. Its body looks like a peculiar
vegetable. And it certainly doesn't
look like an elephant. But the sea
cucumber is one of about million
different kinds of animals found on
the earth.(2)

All animals have certain things in
common. They are all made of cells
(3) that are different from plant cells.
They all can move, even if only for a
part of their lives. And they all must
take in food as source of energy.

The cells of an animal have a bag-
like outer covering, called a
membrane. The cell is soft, like a tiny
balloon full of juice. It is in the cell
that the activities that mean "life"
happen.

A cell takes in food, water, and
oxygen, uses them for energy, and
then gives off waste products. An
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animal can consist of a single cell that
does all these things. An amoeba, for
example, is a one-celled animal that
lives in ponds. Or, many millions of
cells working together may make up
an animal like the 100-foot-long blue
whale. Many different groups of cells
take on special tasks and serve as
organs within the whale.

The pressure of the atmosphere on
the earth could flatten animal cells.
But animals have adapted to certain
ways of living or certain forms that
prevent their being squashed. For
example, one-celled animals always
live in water, which helps the cell
hold its shape. The water may be a
pond, an ocean, or the fluid in a
bigger animal's body.

Other animals have developed
outside coverings or inside supports
that protect and shape the animals'
body cells. The hard shell on a beetle
is an outsq protection, as is
the "skin," ca cuticle, of an
earthworm. Th eton of a bird or
fish is an insi ny support. Shells
and bones dm jobs in addition to
protection from pressure.

its life, every

At some time i
animal hassthe abilit move its,
body fro§ ﬁce. Most
animals move ives. Deer can
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run from the time they are born until

they die. But a sponge, which spends
its adult life attached to a rock, has a
swimming "childhood."

Part of the ability of an animal to
move is the ability to sense what is
happening around it and to react. The
one-celled animals react to food by
moving toward it and react to danger
by moving away.

Higher forms of animals, such as
mammals and birds, can see, hear,
smell, feel , and taste. They have
nervous systems that allow them to
sense what is happening, then react
quickly and in complicated ways.

Animals are consumers. They
have to eat in order to get energy to
live. Plants produce their own food,
using energy directly from the sun.
Animals get the sun,s energy by
eating plants or by eating other
animals that have eaten plants.

Every animal has adapted to its
own way of getting its share of the
sun's energy. This is one reason for
the fantastic variety of animal life on
the earth. If you studied one animal a
day, every day of your life, you would
need 40 lifetimes to study them all.
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1. ---that don't look anything like the animals familiar to most people.

4 fanything e BIA R, &7 “RE (F) , B (K) v ¥ blike#
B, MKk REIE, SRATEEA. Bl fn &M, Butwn. She did not
remain anything like faithful to him. (3 AR AR A £ T A ¥r.) / It's not
anything like as hot today as it was yesterday. (AR IR AR REERBFR,) /
The money is not anything like adequate. (XBBRAELS.,)

9 ...about million different kinds of animals found on the earth.
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animals which have been found on the earth,

3. They are all made of cells---

& b 38 5 2 7 4G B make of, ‘¥ fimake from —#F, #HET ‘R XA R A
R, B2, make of —AHE b B M I LA, M 4 I R B R
BOMEN, RAWERWERL, 4. The table is made of wood. (XEFE
K —AMRETENRER S RAN,) Timake from#% FRH. #lK &
LARBEEAEANERGRET, WRER, RETHFXL. b . The wine is
made from grapes. (X BRHHMEMN,) LYXERARWERAL, ARUFEN
B, XWAMEETUNERA.

7% & . make out of fnmake from[F X, {82, make out of ¥ I T D iERMEE
4 . W4, The children enjoyed making a playhouse out of cardboard. (BRBZTE
ﬂkﬁ‘ii&ﬁ@id\&o)

—000:— @

1. Which of t wing statements is not true according to the article?
A. The seﬁhber is undoubtedly a peculiar vegetable.
B. All animals on the earth have certain things in common.
C. Life activities happen in animal cells which are different from plant cells.

D. All animal eat'food to get their energy.
2. Accordh%a e one-celled animal is .
A. the amoe t has only one cell.
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B. the animal that usually lives in ponds

C. the animal that consist of one single cell

D. the 100-foot-long blue whale that has many millions of cells
3. From the article we know that___ .

A. both mammals and birds are not higher forms of animals

B. birds do not have nervous systems

C. mammals can never sense what is happening around them

D. animals eat plants or other animals that have eaten plants
4. The underlined word "react" in the article means____ .

A. do again

B. respond

C. remain passive

D. be active
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Antelope ¥ F

Antelopes are known for their
speed; their graceful, high leaps; and
their beautiful, curiously shaped
horns. Antelopes hold their heads up
high, even when running. (1)

Their closest relatives are the
quiet and not-very-swift cattle.
Antelopes, like cattle, have an even
number of hoofed toes, have horns
instead of antlers, eat plants, and
chew cuds.

Wherever large meat-eating
animals live, they must find animals
to eat. The meat-eaters in Africa and
Asia frequently prey on fast-moving
and nervous antelopes.

Antelopes must be prepared to eat
their own food and run, because they
are often i nger of becoming
dinner for lions or tigers. Later, in
safety, the ani ‘thew cuds of food
they swallo rlier (2). Animals
who chew cmcalled ruminants.

Deer are ruminants, too. (3)But
deer have antlers made of bone that

ery year.

are shed replace
Antelopes grow only
once in a lifetime. Both male and
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female antelopes usually have horns.
Antelopes are born well developed
and are soon able to run with herd.

In the world there are about 100
kinds of antelopes, and they have
many kinds of horns. The tiny rodent-
like royal antelope lives in forested
western Africa. Its small horns barely
show above the hair on its head.

The sable antelope is a horse-like
animal of southern and eastern Africa.
Its magnificent, three-to four-foot-
long horns curve backward in an arc.

The desert-living common oryx
has fairly short, perfectly straight
horns. (4)

The blackbuck of India has ringed
horns that look like giant, fancy
corkscrews. Blackbucks can leap very
gracefully through the night. Usually
they are medium-sized antelopes.

The famous impala of African
grass plains has horns shaped like a
small harp.

Antelopes also differ in their
living conditions. Many kinds live in
deserts, far from water. The addax
lives in the Sahara Desert of northern
Africa. It has large hoofs that act like
snowshoes in sand. The little water it
gets comes from plant roots, which it
digs out with its hoofs.

The graceful gazelles live on open
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plains in Africa and Asia. They are
small- to medium-sized animals with
lyre-shaped horns. A herd of gazelles
fleeing from danger is a wonderful
sight.

A three-foot-tall
gazelle can leap 10 feet high or cover

springbok

20 feet in one jump while running 65
miles an hour.

The large and very heavy giant
eland of forests and plains in western
Africa looks more like an ox than an
antelope. But it can leap over high
bushes in one movement.

The gnu is also ox-like, but it
moves quickly when it feels timid.

The duiker thick
underbrush in African forests. It is a
charming, graceful little animal, the
size of a large rabbit. The reedbuck
lives in marshes, where it wades for
plants to eat.

The animal that North Americans
call an "an,gelope" is not a true
antelope, actuale it is the pronghorn.
It belongs to a family different from
the real antem.lt has 12-inch-long
horns that af%sb‘éd every year. The
male's horns have small prongs
curving toward. the front near the top
of each horn,_

The pmnghaom is-America's
fastest mammal. When a pronghorn in

lives in
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