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One evening of late summer, before the nineteenth
century had run a third of its course, a young man and
woman were approaching the large village of Weydon-
Priors on foot.

They were plainly but not badly dressed, though
the thick powdery dust of an obviously long journey
was no advantage to their appearance. The man was a
fine figure. His short brown jacket was newer than the
remaipder of his suit. At his back he carried a basket,
at one end of which stood out the handle of a knife for
cutting hay.

The couple walked side by side in perfect silence.
The wife was carrying a child, and she enjoyed no soci-
ety whatever from the presence of the man. When she
looked down sideways to the child, she became pretty,
and even handsome. When she marched on in the sun,
she had the hard expression of one who no longer ex-
pects fair play from Time or Chance.

When the houses of Weydon-Priors could just be
seen in the distance, the family was met by a villager
with a dinner-bag over his shoulder.

“Any trade here?” the man asked him. “Any
work with the hay?”

The villager had already begun shaking his head.

“Then is there any house to let—a little small new
cottage just built or such-like?” said the other.
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“Pulling houses down is more in the nature of
Weydon than building them. ”

Distant sounds and laughter reached their ears
from the village, and the husband waved a hand in that
direction.

“There’s something going on there, is there not?”

“Yes. ’Tis Fair Day. Though what you hear now
is the noise of getting money away from children and
fools. The real business was done earlier than this. ”

The husband and his family continued on their
way, and soon entered the Fair-field, which showed
standing-places where hundreds of horses and sheep had
been sold before noon. Yet the crowd was thicker now
than during the morning.

Our visitors looked for a refreshment tent among
the many that stood on the. green. In front of one of
them appeared the notice: “Good furmity sold here. ”

“I always like furmity,” said the woman to her
husband, “and so does Elizabeth-Jane—and so will
you. It’s good for you after a lang, kard day.”

“I’ve never tasted it,” said the man, but they en-
tered the furmity tent right away.

A rather numerous company appeared within,
seated at the long narrow table that ran down the tent
on each side. At the upper end stood a stove containing
a good fire. An old woman of about fifty slowly stirred
a pot. The dull scrape of a large spoon sounded
throughout the tent as she stirred the mixture of ‘corn,
milk, and so on that composed the ancient stuff she
dealt in.

The young man and woman ordered a basin each
of the mixture, steaming hot, and sat down to eat it.
But the man was watching the old woman from the cor-
ner of his eye, and saw the game she played. He raised

4



“WHETHEHFTL BB,

MHFEERBRAANHES, LRAF T H
BEF,

“MEHHL2FILERR?” .

“RUF, S REFSHHE T EHERTRET LA, 2
/b BT HBRAIRE A . HIEA KL R U, ”

SCR At 39 FE LR SR B R BOR B £ X B
FHORE, LYE2HlaRBMET . R, HE
ABEL LrERL,

RIMMRAPX —FAEE LR FSRES T
WAICIE AE—PRERTR R, LEEE . “HE L
FHMAFTEM.”

“B—ERZEH AW, " A AT gy stk
P - AR R ERAARRT 8
K BB

“BAEARZIRART "B AVLE  (BRETE R L2
EHERWHER.

HEMARS BB ERER AR FZH R 0K
FEH B BE PP KRE., — AR PRSS
FETRENAERDNRTE. BbHHEB RN
Z.4BERHRATERYN, FRRATRHERT,
R UL R A, 22k 2 ELAR UT AR L.

XXM EFFEBLLEMT —BRIEREEIN, LT K

i AR H AR AR E KB B T iR
5




an eyebrow, and passed up his basin in reply to her
nod. )

She took a bottle from under the table, secretly
measured out a quantity of strong drink, and poured it
into the man’s furmity. Just as secretly, the man sent
back money in payment. Now he found the mixture
much more to his satisfaction. He finished his basin and
called for another, signalling for an even stronger mix-
ture.

His wife sadly noticed the results in his manner,
and more than once she said to him, “Michael, how
about a place to stay the night? We may not find one if
we don’t go soon. ”

But he turned a deaf ear, and talked loud to the
company. At the end of the third basin he was argu-
mentative, and after the fourth, quarrelsome.

“I married at eighteen,” he informed the compa-
ny, “like the fool that I was. I haven’t more than f{if-
teen shillings in the world, and yet I'd challenge Eng-
land to beat me in the grain business. If I was a free
man again I’d be worth a thousand pounds. When men
have wives and don’t want’em, why shouldn’t they get
rid of ’em—like selling horses? Why shouldn’t they sell
’em to men that arc in need of such articles? By God,
I’d sell mine this minute if anybody would buy her! This
is your chance —1 am open to offers for this jewel a-
mong women. ”

The wife turned to him and whispered, “Michael,
you have talked this nonsense in public places before. A
joke is a joke, but you may make it once too often. ”
“I meant it,” he said. “All I want is a buyer..”
The man went on drinking stronger and stronger

basins of furmity, and a quarter of an hour later he
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came back to the same subject.
“I am waiting to know about this offer of mine.
This woman is no good to me. Wholl have her?”
Anxiously }}ie women whispered , “Come, it’s get-
ting dark. Ifsyou don’t come alor.lg,.l shall go without
you. ”
She waited, yet he did ROt move.
“Mike, Mike,” she said, “this is getting serious. ”
“Will any one among you buy my goods?¥ said the
man. " .
“I wish somebody would,

”

she said firmly. “Her
present owner is not at all to her liking!”

“So we are agreed about that,” said he. “Gentle-
men—you hear? ’Tis an agreement to part. She’ll take
the girl if she wants to, and go her ways. Il take my
tools and go my ways. Now then, stand up, Susan,
and show yourself. ”

The woman did stand up.

“Now, who'll be the salesman?” said the husband.

“I will,” answered a short man with a nose like a
copper knob, and a damp voice. “Wholl make an offer
for this lady?”

“Five shillings,” said someone, and there was a
laugh.

“Serious offers only,” said the husband. “Who'll
say a pound?”

Nobody answered.

“Set the price higher,” said the man.

“Two pounds,” said the salesman, and no one
replied.

“Very well,” said the husband, “if they don’
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