 _ Q
OB AP EHBEHO 2004 £
EEE AR

, e
o 3] 48,5 1 b 4 ¢ it
Childboods of the Presidents W e

Frig - W fift
GEORGE W. BUSH

[£] /NFTEE - M - sh¥hetk E4
X1 H/RmE R - %R ¥ (
TR

PREBED AARMT LKL




1 gt

KM 2805 >4 4R
Childhoods of the Presidents

x*x
* *
*T‘t’*
: ** .
a e W it

George W . Bush
[X) AFE -M - 2454 =4
[X] bR A% £ - FE &

K &

s

iz
X

AR HFT 4L




BEBERER (CI1P) KiE

Tl oW o« fif/ (F) KR, (E) HEKE:
g ®, —Jbat: BABE LR, 20051
(EEBGHLERD

HLZEL: George W. Bush

ISBN 7-80196-032-7

. Fr I.OWC# @k ML A, JW—4E
SEHEB—F DEEY V. K837, 127=5

rh R A B H1H CIP $iEHFE (2004) 55136760 5

EEMAREICEF 01-2005-0397
Copyright©2003 by Mason Crest Publishers.
Simplified Chinese-English language Editions arranged
through Amer-Asia Books.Inc. All Rights Reserved.

REAR 5 RA

AP MBI EE MR F AR, REHRE FEE,
(R BRI AR B UUE M B R E A BN E.

R Bk

Fhi: PFE M - BEFER

EE: LRANEEY - BHEX

B kgD

FRIEmE: FFIL

i o2

HAREAT: IAEE R

ik JEETWEARZAR 2K 1 SEMAE  #B4%: 100029
Hi%: (010) 64423901 fEE: (010) 64420542

Bl =miRhERanRER A

FA: 787 X 1020 1/32 Engk: 3

BRK: 20054E 1 A 1M EMR: 20054E 1 A% 1 KEDRI
DS 7-80196-032-7

EN¥: 5000 A E:8.00 JG



* Introduction %

Alexis de Tocqueville began his great work Democ-
racy in America with a discourse on childhood. If we are
to understand the prejudices, the habits and the pas-
sions that will rule a man’s life, Tocqueville said, we must
watch the baby in his mother’s arms; we must see the
first images that the world casts upon the mirror of his
mind; we must hear the first words that awaken his sleeping
powers of thought. “The entire man,” he wrote, “is, so to
speak, to be seen in the cradle of the child.”

That is why these books on the childhoods of the
American presidents are so much to the point. And, as
our history shows, a great variety of childhoods can lead
to the White House. The record confirms the ancient ad-
age that every American boy, no matter how unpromis-
ing his beginnings, can aspire to the presidency. Soon,
one hopes, the adage will be extended to include every
American girl.

All our presidents thus far have been white males who,
within the limits of their gender, reflect the diversity of
American life. They were born in nineteen of our states;
eight of the last thirteen presidents were born west of the
Mississippi. Of all our presidents, Abraham Lincoln had the




least promising childhood, yet he became our greatest
president. Oddly enough,presidents who are children of
privilege sometimes feel an obligation to reform society in
order to give children of poverty a better break. And,
with Lincoln the great exception, presidents who are chil-
dren of poverty sometimes feel that there is no need to
reform a society that has enabled them to rise from pri-
vation to the summit.

Does schooling make a difference? Harry S. Truman,
the only twentieth-century president never to attend
college, is generally accounted a near-great president.
Actually nine— more than one fifth—of our presidents
never went to college at all, including such luminaries as
George Washington, Andrew Jackson and Grover
Cleveland. But, Truman aside,all the non-college men held
the highest office before the twentieth century, and, given
the increasing complexity of life, a college education will
unquestionably be a necessity in the twenty-first century.

Every reader of this book, girls included, has a right
to aspire to the presidency. As you survey the childhoods
of those who made it, try to figure out the qualities that
brought them to the White House. I would suggest that
among those qualities are ambition, determination,
discipline, education— and luck.

—ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER, JR.
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A Surprise Attack!
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# Mr. President! Mr.President! There’s an unidentif-
ied aircraft heading toward the White House!"It
was nearly midnight on September 11, 2001, and Presi-
dent George Walker Bush was beginning to drift off to
sleep. His wife, Laura Bush, was already fast asleep beside
him. As they heard the voice of the Secret Service agent,
they jumped up, grabbed their dogs Barney and Spot,
and took the elevator to rooms deep beneath the White
House. This area, called the Presidential Emergency Op-
erations Center, was a place where President Bush some-
times held meetings with members of his National Secu-
rity Council.

President George W. Bush shakes hands
with rescue workers near the ruined World
Trade Center in New York City. The president
won praise for his leadership after the
terrorist attacks of September 11,2001.
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Earlier that day, President Bush had been in Florida.
While he was visiting a class of elementary school students,
an aide whispered into his ear. Terrorists had flown two
airplanes into the World Trade Center in New York City
and another into the Pentagon outside Washington, D.
C. A fourth plane, possibly heading to the White House
or the Capitol, had crashed in western Pennsylvania.
Thousands of people had been killed and many others
had been wounded in the attacks. As soon as he could,
President Bush boarded Air Force One. By that evening
he was back at the White House.

The unidentified aircraft that had disturbed the Bushes’
sleep turned out to be a U.S. Air Force jet guarding the
skies over Washington, D.C. These precautions showed
the dramatic changes that were already taking place in
the United States because of the attacks. President Bush
would need to comfort the nation and prepare its people
to respond to these terrorist attacks.

Before September 11, the country had been divided
in its views on President Bush. In the months after the
attacks, however, most Americans agreed the new presi-
dent was doing a remarkable job handling the crisis. In
late September, the New York Times wrote, “[George W.
Bush] was becoming the kind of leader we need. And when
he mourned victims and comforted survivors and rallied
the nation from the rubble, he began to discover his
best."By the end of the year, in a Time magazine recap,
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Having produced two U.S. presi- T REERTHL L
dents and a governor of Florida E % G — 4 B kK

(Jeb), the Bushes must be con- j .
e, s
sidered one of America’s most (A )» BREBIUANRX

prominent political families. B A B o BiE Rk —.

historian Michael Beschloss wrote, “A President must make
sure that if he is getting the U.S. into a war, it is for a
purpose that is worth it.®Second, he must make sure
that he tells the American people at the outset how costly
this might be. In both cases I think Bush has done amaz-
ingly well.”

What experiences had prepared George Walker Bush
for the task of being president? How was he equipped
to lead a shocked and grieving nation in the aftermath
of September 11? In order to understand him, we need
to look back at his life, beginning with his parents.
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At the White’s House, the Bushes have two
dogs, Spot and Barney, and a cat named
India.
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Beginnings

George W. Bush'’s family has been living in America
for a long time. His father, George Herbert Walker
Bush, was descended from the Bush family that sailed
from England in the 1600s and settled on Cape Cod,
Massachusetts. His mother, Barbara Pierce Bush, is a de-
scendant of Franklin Pierce, the 14th president of the
United States. The Pierce family’s roots also date back
to 17th-century America. '

George's father and mother met and fell in love when
- they were in high school. Right after his graduation in
1942, however, George H. W. Bush enlisted in the U.S.
Navy as a pilot. The United States had entered the Sec-
ond World War at the end of 1941, after the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor. On one mission in September
1944, George Bush’s plane was shot down near an island
held by the Japanese. After several hours in the water he
was rescued by an American submarine.

After George returned from the war in 1945, he and
Barbara were married. The young couple moved to Ne

Haven, Connecticut. There, George attended Yale
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versity and Barbara found out they were going to have a
baby. “I was huge and weighed more than a Yale
linebacker,”she wrote in her memoirs. “Yes, I was preg-
nant with our first child.”

George Walker Bush was born on July 6, 1946.
“George and I were mad about our baby,”Barbara wrote.
They called him “Georgie.”

The future 41st president plays with his baby son, the future
43rd president.

ARNE AVEL R L F—h k% 43244



