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Preface

With the progression of reform and opening to the outside world, academic exchanges and collab-
oration with other countries in many different areas of medicine, including ophthalmology and visual
science, have thrived in China. In the early 1980s, surgeons abroad began to visit ophthalmic institu-
tions in China and exchanged ideas with local doctors, as well as following ORBIS visits to China,
which no doubt played a promotive role in updating knowledge and skills. On the other hand, many
Chinese ophthalmic clinicians and scientists, old and young, advanced their studies abroad and
brought back large numbers of latest theories, facilities and techniques. Tremendous improvements in
clinical ophthalmology and establishment of solid foundation in basic vision research in China are all
attributed to the intelligence, creativity and efforts of Chinese ophthalmologists, who have benefited
from worldwide scientific exchanges.

As we all know, international scientific publications and websites are good avenues of obtaining
current medical news and information. However, among the 20,000 or more Chinese ophthalmic prac-
titioners, rnany of them are not proficient in foreign languages, which hinders them from reading ma-
terials published abroad. Therefore, it is crucial to translate overseas publications regularly to ensure
timely inflow of information. Unfortunately, less effort has been invested in this aspect compared to
ensuring frequent scholar visits and attending international meetings. Though the Chinese Language
Edition of Archives of Ophthalmology has made a good beginning, followed by the translated ver-
sions of books such as Glaucoma and Atlas of Ophthalmology , it is far from introducing the substan-
tial information throughout the world to most Chinese ophthalmic surgeons. In addition, there has
been no translated works on general ophthalmology or ophthalmic surgery in China. For these rea-
sons, 1 thought it was a worthwhile project when 1 got an invitation from the People’s Medical Pub-
lishing House to translate the book of Ophthalmic Surgery edited by Prof. George L. Spaeth of Wills
Eye Hospital / Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA. I hope this can also ar-
rest more attention of more people to medical translation.

We enjoyed reading and translating this accessible and abundantly illustrated textbook, not only
because of the profound knowledge within the entire text, in particular the chapters on glaucoma, pe-
diatric cataract and vitreoretinal surgery, but also the literary style and research approach. Sharing
one’s personal practice-proven experience in an easy readable style is definitely something we should
promote in China. Though the translators are not experts in every aspect of ophthalmic surgery cov-

ered in the text, we have tried our best to present a Chinese version conforming to the authors’ origi-




nals. Your critical comments are expected and appreciated.
A major reason for the success of this translated book has been the excellent support I have re-
ceived from People’s Medical Publishing House. Ms. Ping Lin, my assistant, helped me in collecting

and arranging the entire manuscript. I am grateful to all of them.

Lixin Xie, M. D.
Translator-in-Chief
JUIY, 2003
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