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Almie Rose
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It was at least two months before Christmas when
nine-year-old Almie Rose told her father and me that she
wanted a new bicycle.As Christmas drew nearer,her desire
for a bicycle seemed to fade,or so we thought.We
purchased the latest rage,Baby-Sitter’s Club dolls,and a
doll house.Then,much to our surprise,on December 23rd,
she said that she “really wanted a bike more than
anything else”. i
It was just too late,what with all the details of

preparing Christmas dinner and buying last-minute gifts,to

take the time to select the “right bike” for our little girl.
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So,here we were ~Christmas Eve around 9:00p.m.,with
Almie Rose and her six-year-old brother,Dylan,nestled
snug in their beds.We could now think only of the
bicycle,the guilt,and being parents who would disappoint
their child.

“What if I make a little bicycle out of clay and write
a note that she could trade the clay model in for a real
bike? "Her dad asked.The theory being that since this is
a high-ticket item and she is “such a big girl”,it would
be much better for her to pick it out.So he spent the next
four hours painstakingly working with clay to create a
miniature bike.

On Christmas morning,we were excited for Almie
Rose to open the litle heart-shaped package with . the
beautiful red and white clay bike and the note.Finally,she
opened it and read the note aloud.

“Does this mean that I trade in this bike that Daddy
made me for a real one? ”

Beaming,I said, “Yes.”

Almie Rose had tears in her eyes when she replied,
“l could never trade in this beautiful bicycle that Daddy
made me. I’d rather keep this than get a real bike.”

At that moment,we would have moved heaven and

earth to buy her every bicycle on the planet!
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An Open Heart

NI

My aunt Edith was a widow of 50,working as a
secretary,when doctors discovered what was then
thought to be a very serious heart ailment.

Aunt Edith doesn’t accept defeat easily.She began
studying medical reports in the library and found an

article in a magazine about a well-known heart surgeon,
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Dr. Michael DeBakey,of Houston, Texas.He had saved the life
of someone with the same ailment.The article said Dr.
DeBakey’s fees were very high;Aunt Edith couldn’t possibly
pay them.

So Aunt Edith wrote to him.She simply listed her reasons
for wanting live:her three children who would be on their own
in three or four more years,her little-girl dream of traveling
and seeing the world.There wasn’t word of self-pity —only
warmth and humor and the joy of living.She mailed the letter,
not really expecting an answer.

A few days later,my doorbell rang.Aunt Edith didn’t wait
to come in;she stood in the hall and read aloud: “Your
beautiful letter moved me very deeplylf you can come to
Houston, there will be no charge for either the hospital or the
operation.Signed—Michael DeBakey.”

That was seven years ago.Since then,Aunt Edith has been
around the world.Her three children are happily married.For
her age,she is one of the youngest,most alive people I know—
all because of an open heart surgeon who knew how to honor

of his profession,and how to open his own heart.
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Once upon a time ,there was an island where all the feelings
lived :Happiness ,Sadness ,Knowledge ,and ~ all ~of the others
including Love.One day it was announced to the feelings that the
island would sink ,so all repaired their boats and lefi.

Love wanted to persevere until the last possible moment.
When the island was almost sinking,Love decided to ask Sor help.
Richness was passing by Love in a grand boat.Love said,

“Richness ,can you take me with you? ”Richness answered , “no I
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