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Preface

While China, Japan and the Russia, the three neighboring countries, have developed
in different ways, they share some common features. Like under — developed countries,
which have a strong sense of ”"strengthening the nation”, these three also rely to a great ex-
tent on the introduction of western ( particularly European) technologies as a means of devel-
oping their economies. Analysis of the progress of the three nations in modemn times reveals
that the development of technology is affected by political factors, which include systems,
culture, and nationality .

As they strive to become one of the leading nations in the world, governments must aim
to develop stability. To achieve this, a nation will necessarily focus on the development of
its economy, so0 as to strengthen the military power, which in turn will force it to seek ad-
vanced technologies. The introduction of technology in the three countries has different re-
sults. This is because of differences in politics, culture, economy, social systems, policies,
and especially in politicians’ beliefs. An analysis of the causes of the success and failures in
introduction of technology in the three nations will be valuable for other countries.

Harbin Institute of Technology has been engaged in researching the history of technolo-
gy and technological sociology for years. The Research Institute of Technology History and
Development Strategy at HIT was founded with the support of the university, and is conduct-
ing research in technology development in China, Japan and the Russia. In 2001, the Insti-
tute undertook the research project of ” Comprehensive studies of contemporary development
of science and technology in China”, which is part of the Knowledge Creation Project of
Chinese Academy of Social Science.

This book includes some of the research in the first stage of these studies. Each chapter
maintains its relative independence, since the authors have their own research perspectives
and writing styles. It is obvious that this book can not provide an overall explanation of all
problems. We believe that it is a large — scale, complex, and long — term work to research
the development of technology in the three nations even within the period of modem times.
We hope this book is a first step in encouraging discussion on this topic.

Jiang Zhenhuan
September 16, 2002
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