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- in Tartarus ﬁf

THE River-god Asopus had two sons and twelve daughters.

Several of these had been carried off and ravished on vari-
ous occasions by Zeus, Poseidon, or Apollo, and when the
youngest , Aegina also disappeared, Asopus set out in search
of her. At Corinth he learned that Zeus was once again the

culprit,, went vengefully in pursuit, and found him embracing
Aegina in a wood. Zeus, who was unarmed, fled ignomini-
ously through the thickets and, when out of sight, trans-
formed himself into a rock until Asopus had gone by ; where-
upon he stole back to Olympus and from the safety of its
ram parts pelted him with thunderbolts.

Having thus disposed of Aegina’ s father, Zeus con-

Mo B O OB X OBk

veyed her secretly to the island then called Oenone, where
he lay with her in the form of an eagle. In course of time”
Hera discovered that Aegina had borne Zeus a son named
Aeacus, and angrily resolved to destroy every inhabitant of
Oenone , where he was now king. She introduced a serpent
into one of its streams, which befouled the water and
hatched out thousands of eggs; so that swarms of serpents
went wriggling over the fields into all the other streams and
rivers. Thick darkness and a drowsy heat spread across the
island, which Aeacus had renamed Aegina, and the pestilen-
tial South Wind blew for no less than four months. Crops
and pastures dried up,and famine ensued;but the islanders

were chiefly plagued with thirst and, when their wine was
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exhausted, would crawl to the nearest stream, where they
died as they drank its poisonous water.

Appeals to Zeus were in vain: the emaciated suppliants
and their sacrificial beasts fell dead before his very altars,
until hardly a single warm-blooded creature remained alive.

One day, Aeacus’ s prayers were answered with thun-
der and lightning. Encouraged by this favourable omen, he
begged Zeus to replenish the empty land, giving him as
many subjects as there were ants carrying grains of corn up
a near-by oak . The tree, sprung from a Dodonian acom ,was
sacred to Zeus;at Aeacus’ s prayer, therefore, it trembled,
and a rustling came from its widespread boughs,not caused
by any wind. Aeacus, though terrified, did not flee, but re-
peatedly kissed the tree-trunk and the earth beneath it. That
night, in a dream, he saw a shower of ants falling to the
ground from the sacred oak, and springing up as men. When
he awoke, he dismissed this as deceitful fantasy; but sud-
denly his son Telamon called him outside to watch a host of
men approaching, and he recognized their faces from his
dream. The plague of serpents had vanished, and rain was
falling in a steady stream.

Aeacus, with grateful thanks to Zeus, divided the de-
serted city and lands among his new people , whom he called
Myrmidons, that is‘ ants’ .

Aeacus, who married Endeis of Megara, was widely re-
nowned for his piety, and held in such honour® that men
longed to feast their eyes upon® him. All the noblest heroes
of Sparta and Athens clamoured to fight under his com-
mand , though he had made Aegina the most difficult of the
Aegean islands to approach, surrounding it with sunken
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rocks and dangerous reefs, as a protection against pirates.
When all Greece was afflicted with a drought caused by the
Athenians’ murder of Androgeus, the Delphic Oracle ad-
vised the Greeks: ‘ Ask Aeacus to pray for your delivery!’
Thereupon every city sent a herald to Aeacus, who ascended
the highest peak in his island, robed as a priest of Zeus.
There he sacrificed to the gods, and prayed for an end to the
drought . His prayer was answered by a loud thunder clap,
clouds obscured the sky,and furious showers of rain soaked
the whole land of Greece.

Apollo and Poseidon took Aeacus with them when they
built the walls of Troy, knowing that unless a mortal joined
in this work, the city would be impregnable and its inhabi
tants capable of defying the gods.Scarcely had they finished
their task when three grey-eyed serpents tried to scale the
walls. Two chose the part just completed by the gods, but
tumbled down and died; the third, with a cry, rushed at Aea-
cus’ s part and forced his way in. Apollo then prophesied
that Troy would fall more than once, and that Aeacus’s sons
would be among its captors, both in the first and fourth gen-
erations; as indeed came to pass in the persons of Telamon
and Ajax.

When Aeacus died, he became one of the three Judges
in Tartarus.
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. Telamon and Peleus

THE mother of Aeacus’ s two elder sons, namely Telamon
and Peleus, was Endeis, Sciron’ s daughter. Phocus, the
youngest , was a son of the Nereid Psamathe. They all lived
together in the island of Aegina.

Phocus was Aeacus’ s favourite, and his excellence at
athletic games drove Telamon and Peleus wild with jealou-
sy. For the sake of peace, therefore, he led a party of Aegin-
etan emigrants to Phocis. One day Aeacus sent for Phocus,
perhaps intending to bequeath him the island kingdom;but,
encouraged by their mother, Telamon and Peleus plotted to
kill him on his return. They challenged Phocus to a athletic
contest, and whether it was Telamon who felled him, as if
accidentally, by throwing a stone discus at his head, and Pe-
leus who then despatched him with an axe, or whether it was
the other way about, has been much disputed ever since. In
either case, Telamon and Peleus were equally guilty of frat-
ricide, and together hid the body in a wood, where Aeacus
found it.

Telamon took refuge in the island of Salamis where
Cychreus was king,and sent back a messenger, denying any
part in the murder. Aeacus, in reply, forbade him ever again
to set foot in Aegina, though permitting him to plead his
case from the sea.Rather than stand and shout on the rock-
ing deck of his ship anchored behind the breakers, Telamon
sailed one night into what is now called the Secret Harbour,
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and sent masons ashore to build a mole, which would serve
him as rostrum; Aeacus, however, rejected his eloquent plea
that Phocus' s death was accidental, and Telamon returned
to Salamis, where he married the king’ s daughter Glauce,
and succeeded to Cychreus’s throne.

This Cychreus,a son of Poseidon and Salamis, daugh-
ter of the river Asopus, had been chosen King of Salamis
when he killed a serpent to end its widespread ravages. But
he kept a young serpent of the same breed which behaved in
the same destructive way until expelled by Eurylochus, a
companion of Odysseus ; Demeter then welcomed it at Eleu-
sis as one of her attendants.

On the death of his wife Glauce, Telamon married
Periboea of Athens, a grand-daughter of Pelops, who bore
him Great Ajax;and later the captive Hesione, daughter of
Laomedon , who bore him the equally well-known Teucer.

Peleus fled to the court of Actor, King of Phthia, by
whose adopted son Eurytion he was purified. Actor then
gave him his daughter Polymela in marriage, and a third
part of the kingdom. One day Eurytion, who ruled over an-
other third part, took Peleus to hunt the Calydonian boar, but
Peleus speared him accidentally and fled to lolcus, where he
was once more purified, this time by Acastus,son of Pelias.

Acastus’ s wife, Cretheis, tried to seduce Peleus and ,
when he rebuffed her advances, lyingly told Polymela: ‘He
intends to desert you and marry my daughter Sterope. * Poly-
mela believed Cretheis’ s mischievous tale,and hanged her-
self. Not content with the harm she had done, Cretheis went
weeping to Acastus,and accused Peleus of having attempted
her virtue.



