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The Temple of Heaven

The Temple of Heaven ,where the emperors of the Ming and Qing Dynasties held the
ceremonies of worshipping heaven and praying for good harvests, was first built in the
18th year during the reign of Emperor Yongle (1420) of Ming Dynasty. Under continually
reconstruction and enlargement, the Temple of Heaven was finally completed in the reign
of Emperor Qianlong of Qing Dynasty.

The Temple of Heaven is the largest and best-preserved ancient sacrificial architectural
group in the world. In the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the emperors nearly worshipped
heaven every year. If the emperor couldn’t do it himself, an official must be sent to the
Temple of Heaven to worship heaven.

There are many famous ancient architectures as Hall of Prayer for Good Harvests,
Circular Mound Altar, Imperial Vault of Heaven, Red Stairway Bridge, Long Corridor,
Fasting Palace, Divine Music Administration and more than 600 ancient architectures of
the Ming and Qing Dynasties. The Imperial Vault of Heaven is known as “Echo Wall”
for its magic acoustical effect, and it is the representation of Chinese ancient acoustical
architectures. In addition ,there are Nine-Dragon Cypress, Seven-Star Stones, Sweet

Spring Well, Posts of Watching Lights, Firewood Stoves etc. and large area of cypresses.



In 1918, the Temple of Heaven was opened to the public as a park .In
March,1961, it was listed as one of the first groups of National Emphasis
Protective Units of Cultural Relics. In 1986, it was chosen as one of the new
sixteen scenic spots of Beijing. On Dec 2nd, 1998, it was listed on the
World Heritage List by UNESCO World Heritage Committee. In 2001, the
Temple of Heaven was listed as AAAA tourism scenic spot by Ministry of

Construction.
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Located to the southeast of Zhengyang Gate of Beijing, the Temple of Heaven is the sacrificial altar for the

emperors of the Ming and Qing Dynasties to worship heaven and pray for good harvests. It covers an area of 273
hectares. In the south is the Circular Mound Altar, used for worshipping heaven on winter solstice. In the north is the

Altar of Prayer for Good Harvests, used for praying for grain on the first 10th day of the first month of Spring.
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Kiz 41 Cypresses of the
Temple of Heaven
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HT4E M The Hall of Prayer for Good
Harvests
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The Hall of Prayer for Good Har-
vests is the main architecture of the
Altar of Prayer for Good Harvests. It
was built in the 18th year during the
reign of Emperor Yongle (1420) of the
Ming Dynasty and first called the Great
Hall for Sacrificial Rituals. In 1753,
Emperor Qianlong renamed it the Hall
of Prayer for Good Harvests.
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YT AE {7 The Center Tablet in the Hall of Prayer for Good Harvests
UHAEBRAE (L (I 48 3 K - ar PR, (5 8RR, 434 IE A L3 B AR AD R AR et AT R e R
Here displays the tablet of the God of Heaven. In the Qing Dynasty, on the 10th day of the first lunar month, the

emperor would hold the ceremony of praying for grain in the Hall of Prayer for Good Harvests.
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#r4E 7 5 Night Scene of the Hall of Prayer for Good Harvests
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It is used for carrying memorial tablets in the sacrifi-

cial ceremony.
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