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PREFACE

Over thousands of years, while human beings have been endeavoring to cognize, explore,
and utilize our surrounding nature, we persevere in understanding and improving ourselves at the
same time. The human civilization blossoms along with its more than 6000 years history under a
joint effort of all peoples on the earth. Science and technology have emerged and kept developing
accompanied with the human needs to survive and live a better life. The revolution of science and
technology in the 20th century has resulted in an inevitable, profound change upon our surround-
ing world. Productivity growth is the fundamental force for the evolution of society and the
progress of civilization, whereas science and technology are the First Productivity. Hence, science
and technology are the revolutionary force that drives the evolution of society and the progress of
civilization. After walking through the agricultural economy and the industrial economy, we are
now running into the information and technology economy as science and technology are playing
more and more important roles.

As we are entering the 21st century, human beings are facing a much more promising
prospect than ever before. The wave of high — tech revolution, represented by biological technolo-
gy, information technology, new material technology, ocean technology, and new energy tech-
nology, are sweeping throughout the world. Biological technology, as exemplified by genetic en-
gineering, cell engineering, enzyme engineering, and fermentation engineering, is an important
component of the world high — tech revolution. Not only the revolution flourishes in driving the
progress in industry, it also strikes the deep — rooted traditional concepts with a faster — than — ev-
er speed. Because of the great economic potential of biological technology, the depth and breadth
of its development has become an indicator of a nation’s economic and technological strength. In-
tensive competitions are now taking place among developed countries, developing countries, and
between developed and developing countries. Biological technology has increasingly received more
and more attentions from governments and different social classes, which has formed the global
upsurge of biological technology. Governments of various countries have reacted quickly to this
opportunity, including roadmapping plans, investing capitals, and offering priority policies in or-
der to promote the biological technology. As a result, a great number of medium or large size
biotech companies were founded in a short time. A new high — tech industry is being formed up.

Gene, nutrition and education are the three key elements that determine a nation’s overall
quality. Food industry is an eternal industry that has existed as long as human beings have come
into being. As the pillar of our country’s civil economy construction, food industry is tremendous-
ly significant to the whole nation’s well being. Functional foods, as a demand from the new era,

are coming up with goals to maximize the satisfaction upon the needs towards human beings’
health.
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To develop functional foods, scientific evaluation on their safety and functionality must be
employed. It requires us to identify the active ingredient, produce the active ingredient by using
high /new technologies (including biotechnology), and develop and produce the corresponding
functional food. This is a very important work, which leaves us falling behind the world’s leading
level. Although we have inherited the treasure of the traditional Chinese medicine, health - care
and recovery theories that are greatly beneficial to developing our own functional foods, there is no
way we should stagnate on the traditional theories and hug ourselves on our ancestors” accomplish-
ment. We should enhance our research on the basic theories and practical technologies, use bio —
and other high/new technologies to transform traditional industries so as to follow the global trend
while reserving and developing our own characteristics.

However, the utilization of biotechnology to develop and produce functional foods is a re-
mote, laborious yet prospective way to go. Biotechnology can replace the traditional extraction
and separation technology or chemical synthesis technology; therefore it plays a very important
role in the production of bioactive ingredients for functional foods, such as functional oligosaccha-
rides, functional mono/di — saccharides, bioactive polysaccharides, polyunsaturated fatty acid,
bioactive peptides, functional enzyme proteins, vitamins and their analogues, probiotics, and low — calo-
rie food ingredients.

Dr. Jianxian Zheng (Jackson Zein), a young professor, has been dedicated to the research of
functional food and food biotechnology for more than 10 years. He has successively led 15 research
projects on functional foods and their active ingredients that were sponsored by the state, the
province, the municipality or corporate units, with many of the projects being industrialized. His
outstanding accomplishments have received recognitions and praises. In addition, Dr. Jianxian
Zheng has served the chief editor or editor on several books that have great impact on the area of
functional food in China, including the first monograph in this area written in Chinese, the Func-
tional Foods (volume 1, I, 1), Low — Calorie Foods, The Science of Functional Foods ,
Functional Food Sweeteners etc. The book of Functional Foods (volume 1,11, 1l) was also
printed in traditional Chinese and published by Huaxiangyuan Publishing House in Taiwan
through copyright exchange.

Upon the arrival of the new century, the procession of economy globalization has been signif-
icantly accelerated and the economy has been more closely synchronized with the development of
science and technology. The competitions between different nations are not only occurring on the
R&D of new technologies and products, but also on the transformation from research harvests to
the real productivity. The traditional yet promising functional food industry is thriving with the
input of biotechnology and other high/new technology. Under this new situation, Dr. Jianxian
Zheng took charge of editing the most updated Biotechnology in Functional Foods. This book
summarizes the fruits of the 15 research projects led by Dr. Jianxian Zheng, and assembles the
latest research results worldwide by utilizing the Internet resources. It is one of the most authori-
tative monographs in the area of functional foods and biotechnology within and outside China, and

will serve as the guidance for the development of functional food and biotechnology in the foresee-
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able future.

Biotechnology in Functional Foods intensively expounds the biotech production methods for a
large variety of bioactive ingredients. The book helps the general research and production units by
providing the detailed information that were usually kept confidential as core technologies by the
business corporations. In the end, the book sets its foot on analyzing the global trends of func-
tional foods, as well as its market movement in the United States and Europe. These are all valu-
able information. Therefore, the publication of the book will provide a concrete and practical
guidance for the food industry, especially for transforming, re — structuring, and optimizing the
functional food industry by high/new technology. This is an outstanding composition with the up —
to— date and comprehensive contents, scientific and precise elucidation, concise and mellifluence
writing, strong scientificity, and great practicability.

It is my great pleasure to preface the book at the time of its publication.

Longping Yuan
June 26, 2003
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ABSTRACT

The utilization of biotechnology in the production of functional foods represents the world’s
leading cutting — edge area of food science & food biotechnology, which possesses great market
potential and growth prospect. This book is the first Chinese monograph specialized in this
area, with the up — to— date development, scientific and precise elucidation and strong practica-
bility .

The book consists of 5 parts in 18 chapters. Part 1 (Chapter 1 ~6) details the typical appli-
cations of enzyme engineering in the production of functional food, including enzymatic modifica-
tion or synthesis of stevia, sucralose and aspartame; enzymatic production of functional oligosac-
charides, such as fructooligosaccharide, galactooligosaccharide, isomaltooligosaccharide, lactosu-
crose, xylooligosaccharide, chitooligosaccharide, coupling sugar etc. ; enzymatic production of
functional mono/di — saccharides, such as crystalline fructose, L — sugars, isomaltulose and tre-
halose; enzymatic production of bioactive peptides, such as soybean peptide, antihypertensive
peptide, casein phosphopeptide, glycomacropeptide, high F value peptides and peptides contain-
ing oligosaccharides; the properties and production of glycosidases, such as f — fructofurnosi-
dase, inulinase, B — galactosidase, a — glucosidase, xylanase, chitosanase, cyclodextrin glucan-
otransferase, amylase, glucose isomerase and mannase; the properties and production of func-
tional enzymes, such as superoxide dismutase, glutathione peroxidase, and lysozyme.

Part 2 (Chapter 7—15) systematically illustrate the typical applications of fermentation en-
gineering in the production of functional food, including the fermentation production of sugar
polyols, such as xylitol, mannitol and erythritol; the fermentation production of macrofungus
such as Ganoderma lucidum , Cordyceps sinensis, Armillaria mellea, Tremella fuciformis,
Hedgehog hydnum etc. ; the fermentation production of microalgaes such as Spirulin and
Chlorella ; the fermentation production of vitamins and their analogues, such as vitamin C, vita-
min By, vitamin By;, pantothenic acid, coenzyme, nicotinic acid, nicotinic amide, biotin, S8 -
carotene, coenzyme Qo and L — carnitine; the fermentation production of polyunsaturated fatty
acids, such as EPA, DHA and Y — linolenic acid and arachidonic acid; the fermentation produc-
tion of biopreservatives, such as nisin, kojic acid and natamycin; the bio — organization of the
minerals, such as selenium, germanium and chromium; the fermentation production of hyaluron-
ic acid, glutathione, fructose — 1,6 — diphosphate and functional diary products. Part 3 and Part
4 (Chapter 16 ~17) discuss the typical applications of gene engineering and cell engineering in
the production of sweet proteins, ginseng cell and superoxide dismutase, respectively. Part 5
(Chapter 18) focuses on the global trends of functional food, especially the trend in America and
Europe markets.

By utilizing the internet resources, this book has assembled an impressive collection of the
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latest researches worldwide on the biotechnology in functional foods, which makes it one of the
most authoritative monographs in this area within and outside China. It will serve as the guidance
for the future development of bictechnology in functional foods for quite some time, and as an im-
portant reference for the professionals or students working in such areas as biology engineering,

food engineering, pharmaceutical engineering, and chemistry engineering etc.
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