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Unit One Reading News Reports



News reporting mainly performs two functions;

1. Its dominant function is to give information, so the language used in news reporting
serves the referential function.

2. Its secondary (or subordinate) function is to reflect, shape and sway pubic opinion, so
the language of news reporting is also conative in function.

[. Headlines

Tenses in headlines In the news reporting, the simple present tense is always used in the
body text because the job of a reporter is to tell his reader what has just happened in the
world. But things are quite different with the headlines, which serve to catch the atten-
tion of potential readers.

(A) Use of simple present tense

The simple present tense is preferred to refer to the past or the recent past. This use
of the simple present tense conveys a sense of recency—an important value in news
event. It seems as if the reporter were unfolding the scene before the reader’s eyes.

(B) Use of simple past tense

Though quite rare in headlines, the simple past tense does occur. It is, then, used to
emphasize a past fact as shown in the examples below .

* What Did Bush Know?

* Bush Was Told of Hijacking Dangers

(C) Use of past participles

An usual journalistic practice is to delete the auxiliary verb be in the headlines where
the passive voice is involved. So only the past participle is left, and the reference may be
to the past, the present or occasionally to the future;

Past

* Bush Warned of Hijackings Before 9/11

Present

* Profound Effect on U.S. Economy Seen in a War on Iraq

Future

* More Time Required to Forge Trade Settlement

(D) Use of present participles

To save space, reporters often avoid using continuous verb forms in the headlines,
2



and generally favor the use of present participles without the auxiliary verb be to repre-

sent continuous tense:
* 2 M Workers Facing Loss of Jobs

(E) Use of infinitives

When the time reference is to the future, reporters often use the infinitives in head-
lines though the “will” construction also occurs:;
* China to Spend $ 2. 5 Billion on Scientific, Technological Research

(F) Verbless sentences

In the case of “be” as the main verb, it is often omitted in headlines. And sometimes
reporters prefer nominal group without any verbs altogether in headlines. Often “and” is
replaced with “,”.

* China, India in Partnership to Host Global Trade Fair
* Germany in Shock After School Shooting

I. News Lead

The opening paragraph of a news report contains nothing but the news lead. It gives
the gist of the whole news event in just one sentence in most cases. The lead is, in this
sense, the “showcase” of all materials contained in a news event. Only on rare occasions
do we come across a news lead that consists of more than one sentence.

The news lead is an important semantic feature of news reporting. Like the thematic
statement of an essay, it is essential to the realization and interpretation of the meaning
of the whole news event. All other paragraphs that follow the lead are actually suppor-
ting paragraphs, which provide more specific details. This is an effective timesaving
technique for the benefit of the reader as well as the editor. If the reader, after going
over the lead, feels interested in the details of a news event, he can just read on; if he is
not, or if he is hard pressed for time, he can very well stop after the lead and nothing
much is lost.

Determined by its referential function, the basic semantic elements of a news i-
tem contain information about the six “w” — “who”, “what ”, “where”, “when”,
“why”, and “how”. The news lead usually contains the first few “w’s” and leaves the
rest to the supporting paragraphs. Reporters generally play up one “w” which is
considered more important than others in the news lead. On some occasions, the lead

may contain all the six “w’s,” and the supporting paragraphs further explain them in
greater detail.



. Lexical Feature
(A) Use of clichés and set expressions

Reporters usually work under great pressure to get firsthand news and to get it print-
ed in the newspapers at the earliest possible time. They have to, therefore, rely on those
handy and labor-saving clichés and set expressions. The following italicized expressions
are a few of these journalistic terms:

* He is quoted as saying. ..

* ... according to official sources, speaking to the Associated Press on condition of

anonymity. . .
(B) Neologisms

Reporters have to present their materials in the most readable and interesting way so
as to attract the attention of the reading public. They often try to enliven their language
with neologisms through giving new meaning to old words, concocting nonce words, coi-
ning new words or borrowing words from other fields.

(i) Words with extended meaning

* Monicagate Year Two

LIt refers to former U. S. President Clinton’s sexual scandal with Monica Lewinsky.
The suffix—gate has become the synonym of scandal since President Nixon’s Watergate
scandal. ]

(ii) Nonce words .

A nonce word refers to a word coined to be used only once for a particular situation.
The word may be made up of several words joined together through hyphenation or with-
out hyphens as in “This election could go anywhichway”.

* He adopts a the-end-justifies-the-means attitude .

(iii) Coinage

Reporters have great inventiveness in coining new words and expressions, especially
through affixation, compounding and blending, etc.

Youthquake (youth+ quake, the rebellion of the young)

(iv) Words borrowed from sports, gambling, commerce, science and technology.

(C) Use of initials, acronyms, clippings and blendings

(D) Use of “midget” words

“Midget” words, mostly Anglo-Saxon words, are frequently used, especially in

headlines. They sound more exciting and dramatic to the English ear, and they are short
4



and space saving. Besides, they can both function as nouns and verbs, thus giving repor-
ters more flexibility in wording his headlines. A sample list of these words is given
below .

aid (help) axe (reduce) back (support) ban (prohibition)

(E) Use of noun modifier

For the sake of brevity, reporters tend to use noun modifiers to replace other modi-
fying structures such as:
1. Adjective
race (racial) hatred
2. Gerund
launch (launching) pad
3. Prepositional phrase
China visit
4. Participial phrase
Acceptance speech
5. Infinitive phrase or clause
Ouster attempt—attempt to oust somebody
6. Sometimes a series of nouns are used as premodifiers;
Baby Boom Threat



Lesson 1 Hour of Horror Forever
Alters American Lives

—Attacks Will Force People To Make Adjustments

In Ways Large and Small
June Kronholz, Christina Binkley and Clare Ansberry

(1> An hour of terror changed everything.

(2) Far from the World Trade Center or the Pentagon, Florida shut down its state
universities yesterday. San Francisco closed its schools, as well as the TransAmerica
building and pedestrian access to the Golden Gate Bridge. Major league baseball games
were canceled.

(3) The popular, needlelike Stratosphere tower on the north end of the Las Vegas
strip was closed; so was the Paris casino’s mock Eiffel Tower. University of Virginia psy-
chologist Dewey Cornell canceled his lecture on student threats and violence inside the
schools—so his audience of principals could go back to their schools to deal with the vio-
lence outside.

(4) “You just thought America was the safest country,” said Jesse Strauss, a 13-
year-old eighth-grader at Pelham Middle School, at Manhattan suburb. His mother add-
ed, “Our world as we know it isn’t going to return to normal for a long time. ”

(5) Yesterday’s terrorism darkened, marked and forever altered the way Americans
live their lives.

(6) “We are going to have to learn what a lot of other countries have gone through:
to manage fear at a cultural and national level,” said Charles Figley, a professor of trau-
ma psychology at Florida State University. “We’re getting a lesson in the way fear
works. ”

(7) In a country long proud and even boastful of its openness—a country where an
ordinary citizen can stroll through the U. S. Capitol unescorted—the terrorist attacks are
likely to force Americans to watch their steps and look over their shoulders. We already
do a lot of that. Metal detectors now mark the front door of many government buildings,
and security guards are a fixture in the lobby of most large office buildings.

(8) But tightening still further carries its own danger of allowing terrorists to
change a fundamental of American life. “It’s a test of us,” said Fred Dutton, a former

aide to John and Robert Kennedy who now represents the government of Saudi Arabia in
6



Washington. “Are we going to become insecure, and feel the need to have a less open,
government-controlled society?”

(9) “The worst thing we could do is say, ‘This is the way things are going to be
from now on,’” said Robert Butterworth, a Los Angeles psychologist who heads a disas-
ter response network. Avoiding crowds, popular events and high profile venues like
Disneyland or Sea World—which also closed yesterday—is a logical response, but we also
“have to figure out constructive things to do,” he insists.

(10) Retaliation is another logical response. Indeed, President Bush promised as
much. In an example of the country’s mood, a scrawled sign outside a blood bank in New
York ordered, “Mr. Bush, Bomb the bastards now.”

(11) But retaliation carries the risk of setting off a tightening spiral of violence and
counterviolence not unlike the Middle East or Northern Ireland. Unlike countries that
have had to learn to live with violence, “We are new at this,” said Florida’s Dr. Figley,
who heads a project that has trained trauma teams in Yugoslavia. “My fear is we will
overreach and make things worse rather than better by retribution, revenge, racism and
marginalizing ethnic groups. ”

(12) That fear is especially true for Jews and Arabs. In Brookline, Mass. , Congre-
gation Kehillath Israel, like many other Jewish congregations, plans to double the securi-
ty detail at next week’s services for Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, and the Yom
Kippur holy day 10 days later. Police cars will be stationed outside, and uniformed and
plainclothes police inside.

(13)  “I think I now understand what it is like to live in Jerusalem,” said the
congregation’s rabbi, William Hamilton.

(14) Meanwhile, the city of Dearborn, Mich., moved to ensure there isn’t a ba-
cklash against the city’s large Arab-American population by setting up an emergency
operations center and putting 22 extra police officers on patrol.

(15) Fear of terrorism is likely to lead Americans to tolerate more government sur-
veillance—such as overhead video cameras at sporting events—than they have to date.
“It’s very likely in the wake of today’s events that we’re going to see a greater acceptance
on the public’s part—and on the court’s part—to approve certain Kinds of police tactics,”
said William Stuntz, a Harvard Law School professor.

(16) “Today represents a real change in the world,” he added. “It’s not possible
ever to think of these issues the same way.”

(17) In Redding, Calif., the chief of police, Robert P. Blankenship, agreed.
“We’re not going to be as comfortable and as secure as we once were. Looking at the
TV, it’s obvious now that we’re vulnerable,” he said.

(18) Stepping up security isn’t always possible, though. Fairfax, Va., already posts
police officers in its secondary schools; unarmed security officers patrol the district;
school doors are locked, teachers and staff wear identity badges. The effectiveness of

7



metal detectors and surveillance cameras isn’t proved, and anyway, they “create in kids
the sense of a jail,” said Daniel Domenech, the superintendent. _

(19) Inner-city schools have spent heavily on security technology in the past decade;
the Houston school district even has its own SWAT squad. School security has long
looked inward for a threat—to students carrying weapons or picking fights. But rising vi-
olence from the outside-—from disgruntled parents or former employees—is drawing
increased attention.

(20) In the wake of the events yesterday, much of the U. S. was closed down—the
federal government, schools, airports, the Hoover Dam near Las Vegas and the 47-story
Bank of America building in downtown Miami. Also shuttered were the International
Monetary Fund and the World Bank; their fall meetings, scheduled for later this month
and a planned target of antiglobalization protests, may be canceled, a bank official said.
Other institutions and facilities also will reopen amid greater security, resulting in
increased frustration and delays. How to explain the day’s inexplicable events to their
children will be a huge dilemma for parents. “You’re not going to be able to keep this

i

one under wraps,” said Dr. Butterworth, the trauma psychologist. But he warned
against using the tragedy as a teachable moment—a common response in the schools to
huge national developments—and overwhelming children.

(21) A further fear is the possibility of copycat incidents that often follow acts of
highly publicized violence. Some people “deal with their fears by making other people
afraid,” said University of Virginia’s Dr. Cornell. Indeed, a New York school was
evacuated shortly after the planes hit the World Trade Center tower because of a bomb
threat. And in Las Vegas, 30,000 people at the International Banking Expo were turned
away from the city’s convention center after a bomb threat called in from a pay phone on
the center’s premises.

(22) Macxine Boarts, 71, a real-estate agent from Pittsburgh on a weeklong vacation
in Las Vegas wasn’t planning to leave until Friday, but is worried about getting a flight
home— “if we’re not afraid to” get on a plane then. Watching TV from a bar on Bally’s
casino floor, she said she and five companions considered renting a car to drive home
should they need to, but couldn’t find a car to rent. It would be a multiday car trip, “but
we’d be alive when we get there. ”

(23) Ms. Boarts wondered if the events will disrupt her grandson’s wedding plans
next June, but is more concerned about the effect this will have on the nation’s psychol-
ogy. “We'll look at people so differently now,” she said. “We’re an open people. We're
the kind that would talk to anyone. Now, it’ll take a second thought. ”

(24) A few things didn’t change yesterday. Gambling at nearly all Las Vegas casi-
nos continued at near normal volumes, although many gamblers watched CNN as closely
as their cards. Merrill Lynch & Co. pressed ahead with a media and entertainment

conference for about 500 investors at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in Pasadena, Calif, , after
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heated argument in the lobby between those Merrill officials who wanted to cancel it and
Jessica Reif Cohen, a Merrill first vice president, who didn’t.

(25) And Americans, as they have in past moments of shared national tragedy,
rolled up their collective sleeves. So many volunteers showed up at a Rockville Centre,
N. Y., blood bank that overwhelmed staffers began handing out numbers, then turning
away donors with anything but O-negative blood, which is accepted by any recipient.
Nonetheless, dozens of would-be donors sat in a line of folding chairs that snaked around

the building, waiting their turns. (1,387 words)

EXERCISES

1. READING COMPREHENSION

er the following questions or complete the following statements.
1. Both the second and the third paragraphs show that the terrorist attacks on the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon
A. frightened everyone
B. brought huge damage
C. caused nationwide chaos
D. became quickly known worldwide
2. Prof. Charles Figley suggests that Americans
A. know how to manage fear
B. have to learn to live with fear
C. have gone through fear like many other countries
D. have got a lesson on how fear works
3. According to psychologist Robert Butterworth, what should Americans do after the
disastrous terrorist attacks?
A. To close public places.
B. To cancel popular events and gathering.



C. To forcefully fight back.

D. To do things positively.

What do the authors think of retaliating against the terrorist attack?
A. Retaliation helps appease Americans.

B. Retaliation may bring about more violence.

C. Retaliation is an undesirable reaction.

D. Retaliation is a necessary response.

What is the situation of Jews and Arabs in the U. S. after the attacks?
A. They are all registered in the police files.

B. They are not allowed to have public gatherings.

C. They feel isolated from the American society.

D. They fear that Americans seek revenge on them.

. According to the authors, fear of terrorism may make Americans accept a society of

more .
A. police tactics B. absolutism
C. freedom D. multiracial cultures

. From this report we can learn that, after the attacks, American government makes a

big effort on
A. boosting the public morale B. public security

C. clearing the ruins D. psychological relief
. A copycat incident (Paragraph 21) is an incident
A. involving violence B. copying another one
C. that can be copied easily D. that is highly publicized
. Americans believe that they have
A. a vulnerable government B. an ineffective defense system
C. an open society D. a promising future

10. In the last two paragraphs the authors describe what remains unchanged to show

=W N =

A. Americans’ affection for the past

B. Americans’ unwillingness to change

C. that Americans are optimistic about their future

D. that Americans haven’t been desperately knocked down

ndingand stractural features

. What is the function of the first paragraph?
- As mentioned in the report, how will the terrorist attacks alter American lives?
. How many parts can the report be divided into? What is the topic of each part?

News report is usually characterized by a number of very short paragraphs. What do
you think of this style of writing?

10



. VOCABULARY

IWIRY 5e
IWIN g

1. For some reason, she was attracted to Paul, a narrow-minded guy.
A. marginal B. inexplicable C. mock D. boastful
2. With major life » like losing a loved one, for instance, the mind’s first re-

action is denial.
A. premises B. dilemmas C. traumas D. congregations
3. Police keep track of the kidnapper using electronic equipment.
A. surveillance B. pedestrian C. fixture D. squad
4. They used pressure to force them to return, including cutting food and wa-
ter supplies.

A. profiles B. badges C. mandates D. tactics
5. I was with longing for those innocent days of early childhood.
A. overwhelmed B. evacuated C. revenged D. ensured
6. Police said they believed the attack was in for the death of the bombing.
A. retrospect B. desperation C. superintendent D. retaliation
7. He a hasty note to his wife.
A. shuttered B. snaked C. scrawled D. strolled

8. Capital punishment justifies by suggesting that our duty to the survivors of
murder is finished when another life is taken.
A. retribution B. bastard C. backlash D. misconduct

9. Meanwhile, here I am in Angus for the first time and am ashamed to admit that I
wanted to see some visitors so that the headline for this piece could be
“Angus Tourists Bitter. ”
A. disgruntled B. unescorted C. overreached D. squandered

10. Babies lose heat much faster than adults, and are especially to the cold in

their first month.

A. spiral B. vulnerable C. plainclothes D. insecure
go through watch one’s steps  figure out set off ' on patrol
in the wake of step up keep. . .under wraps hand out roll up one’s sleeves

1.1 about four years of being addicted to video games.
2. T’'m quite surprised that I've believed the whole thing has been although,
of course, some people know.

3. It took about half a year for them to how to build the equipment.
11



