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1. Frances Anne Kemble to
James Sheridan Knowles

BTY - % - ¥85%
Rt - 5 - I

Frances Anne (Fanny) Kemble (1809 - 1893) was born into
a distinguished London theatrical family and had a brief but justly
celebrated career as an actress, especially in Shakespearean roles.

James Sheridan Knowles wrote the part of Julia for Fanny in his
play The Hunchback. On tour in the United States she met and
married the plantation owner Pierce Butler. The marriage was a
volatile one, and after it ended in divorce, she returned to the

stage, giving solo readings of Shakespearean plays.

London, December 1842 or early 1843

Having loved you well enough to give you my life when it
was best work giving — having made you the center of all my
hopes of earthly happiness — having never loved any human
being as | have loved you, you can never be to me like any
other human being, and it is utterly impossible that | should
ever regard you with indifference.

My whole existence having once had you for its sole
object, and all its thoughts, hopes, affections having, in their
full harvest, been yours, it is utterly impossible that | should
ever forget this — that | should ever forget that you were
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once my lover and are my husband and the father of my
children. | cannot behold you without emotion; my heart still
answers to your vaoice, my blood in my veins to your foot-
steps.

BAATL - & (SEMR) - BM/AR (1809 - 1893 4F), HAEZER
H—NELRRBRE, REHES RS, 42 T &
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2. King Henry VIII to
Anne Boleyn

FHNC DI L4k - B4

King Henry VIII (1491 - 1547) of England, changed the
face of both politics and religion in 16th century Europe. Deter-
mined to divorce his first wife, Catherine of Aragon, Henry broke
from the Catholic Church to establish his own Church of England. In
1533 he divorced Catherine to marry Anne Boleyn. The love that he
expresses to Anne in the following letter would not last long; she
would be executed for infidelity in 1536.

c. '1528

In debating with myself the contents of your letters |
have been put to a great agony; not knowing how to under-
stand them, whether to my disadvantage as shown in some
places, or to my advantage as in others. | beseech you now
with all my heart definitely to let me know your whole mind
as to the love between us; for necessity compels me to
plague you for a reply, having been for more than a year now
struck by the dart of love, and being uncertain either of failure
or of finding a place in your heart and affection, which point
has certainly kept me for some time from naming you my
mistress, since if you only love me with an ordinary love the

-
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name is not appropriate to you, seeing that it stands for an
uncommon position very remote from the ordinary; but if it
pleases you to do the duty of a true, loyal mistress and
friend, and to give yourself hody and heart to me, who have
been, and will be, your very loyal servant (if your rigour does
not forbid me), | promise you that not only the name will be
due to you, but also to take you as my sole mistress, casting
off all others than yourself out of mind and affection, and to
serve you only; begging you to make me a complete reply to
this my rude letter as to how far and in what | can trust: and
if it does not please you to reply in writing, to let me know of
some place where | can have it by word of mouth, the which
place | will seek out with all my heart. No more for fear of
wearying you. Written by the hand of him who would will-
ingly remain yours.

HR?
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3. Lewis Carroll to Gertrude

MEHRE . FiGR YRR

Lewis Carroll (1832 - 1898), English author, mathemati-
cian, and logician, best known for his creation of the immortal
fantasy Alice’ s Adventures in the Wonderland (1865).

Christ Church, Oxford, October 28, 1876
My dearest Gertrude:

You will be sorry, and surprised, and puzzled, to hear
what a queer illness | have had ever since you went. | sent
for the doctor, .and said, “Give me some medicine, for |” m
tired. ” He said, “Nonsense and stuffl You don’ t want
medicine: go to bed!”

| said, “No; it isn"t the sort of tiredness that wants bed.
I”m tired in the face.” He looked a little grave, and said,
“Oh, it s your nose that's tired: a person often talks too
much when he thinks he knows a great deal. ” | said, “No, it
isn "t the nose. Perhaps it’s the hair. ” Then he looked rather
grave, and said, “Now | understand: you ve been playing
too many hairs on the pianoforte. ”

“No, indeed | haven't!” | said, “And it isn"t exactly the
hair: it"s more about the nose and chin. ” Then he looked a
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good deal graver, and said, “Have you been walking much on
your chin lately?” | said, “No.” “Welll” he said, “It puzzles
me very much. ”

“Do you think it"s in the lips?” “Of course!” | said.
“That s exactly what it is!”

Then he looked very grave indeed, and said, “I think you
must have been giving too many kisses.” “Well, ” | said, “I
did give one kiss to a baby child, a little friend of mine.”

“Think again, " he said, “are you sure it was only one?” |
thought again, and said, “Perhaps it was eleven times.”
Then the doctor said, “You must not give her any more till
your lips are quite rested again.” “But what am | to do?” |
said, “Because you see, | owe her a hundred and eighty —
two more. ” Then he looked so grave that tears ran down his
cheeks, and he said, “You may send them to her in a box. ”

Then | remembered a little box that | once bought at
Dover, and thought | would someday give it to some little girl
or other. So | have packed them all in it very carefully. Tell
me if they come safe or if any are lost on the way.

Lewis Carroll

XS - &R (1832-1898), HEIEFR . F¥EFRMBiE
Ko BABWERFTHIL AR/ MECE RS IALLE) (1865 4F) TiFIZ .
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