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The Garments in Tang Dynasty
Foreword

Chinais a world famous country with her ancient civilizations. She has profound and abundant
heritages of history and cultures. Traditional Chinese garments and ornaments, as one part of her
glorious cultures, have played an important role in the long history of social garment culture.
Suzhou embroidery, stitchworks on silver and clothing, the arts of needleworks, the fine garment
processing all these impress the world comprehensively and profoundly. China is thus named A
Country of Garments.

During the process of the contemporary and modern histories, cultural exchanges and
concentrations ofall nations of the world have led to the mixtures and cross-influences of garment
cultures, pushing this industry forward ata high speedandinacontinual creative form. Fashion has
become a theme that is so popularized in the social garment culture. Nevertheless, chi-pao
(cheong-sam), the typical symbol that presents the curvaceous beauty in traditional Chinese
garment family, still flies its own colors with super charm and mysterious beauty, demonstrating a
unique temptationamong the dazzling and colorful fashion world.

Through the years, Manqi Company has being committed to the dedication of promoting and
developing traditional Chinese garment culture. It has been engaged in the research, cultivation,
inheritance and promotion ofthe garments and ornaments in Tang Dynasty. Witha deep love to our
nation and a creation spirit, we have followed a rule of inheriting traditions, combining both
Chineseand Western culturesand makingthebestuse ofadvanced technologiesand new materials.
We have made a continual research in the garments and ornaments of Tang Dynasty and propagate
ourachievements to the whole world. We have tried our best to deliver to the world ourdeep passion
tothe Chinesenation withmodern arts and skills.

The overwhelming position and attracting highlight of the garments and ornaments of Tang
Dynasty in the world's garment culture stage should owe to chi-pao, the essential part of them.
Traditional chi-pao features loose shape with loose sleeves, match of ornaments on the trousers
and head, high and tilt collar, solemn and slender dress, closely wrapped front, delicate ornament,
and diversified colors and patterns. These are so unique to other kinds of garments. In those days,
the style was full of impressions and artistic enjoyments. Meantime, it reflected the conservative
durance and beauty appreciation derived from the feudal ethics and morality since thousands of
years. After the 1930s, the style of chi-pao was influenced by the New Trend and eventually
developed in favor of the demonstration of women's body shapes. Closely fitted to the waist,
bravely exposing the body curves, the chi-pao of thattime had more freedom toitslength, slitofthe
garment's middle, sleeves and collar. For the past few years, the style of chi-pao had further
improvement and change that matched up to the development of the society. While remaining its
original characteristics, modern chi-pao invites the characteristics of the evening wear in western
world. Traditional chi-pao coexists with fashionable ones in various styles. Some are with low
collars, withoutsleeves, othersare with highslit, supershortlength, breastexposure ornaked back.
Processingskillsand decorations are also profoundly applied, suchasbeady, embroidery patterns,
fur and further circlets, printings and so on. People can recognize that modern chi-pao has more
young blood and demonstrates more powerful vitality. Atthe moments when the chi-pao dressed
Gong Li stands on the International Film Festival award-giving stage, the chi-pao dressed Debra
Ruiffin appears in Shanghai, the chi-pao dressed Deimemor shows her movable performance on
the film, the whole world so admires at their lovely and coquettish appearances. Even the dressers
of chi-pao are foreign ladies, can people be hard to help themselves shouting out: look, beautiful
Chineseladies!

The luringcharmofchi-pao cancall in the resonance of the wholeworld. Pier Cardin,the famous
French fashion designer states, "Most of my ideas in the design of evening dress comes from my
inspiration spurred by Chinese chi-pao." The book The Garments in Tang Dynasty published by
Mangqi is for the purpose of demonstrating the best of Chinese garment culture to the world. In this
volume, we collect not only the traditional chi-pao of superior materials, delicate decorations,
colorful patterns and fine processing, but also the youngster chi-pao of freshness, elegance,
vividness and vitality. More than those, the fashionable chi-pao of brave exposure, sexy
temptation, smoothlinesand open imaginationisalsocollected. We sincerely hope to demonstrate
the gentleness, femininity and elegance of oriental females in this book, and present it to the big
family of the human world. We try to convert the blossoming connotation beauty into a moonlight
poemthatharmonizes with yourpassionsand accompaniesyouallyour wonderful life.
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