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Unit1 / Text A

Brave Ballerina
By Margarct F.Atkinson and May Hillman

On the fateful night in-1939 when the first
German bombs fcll on Poland, young Nina
Novak, onec of Poland’s most promising
dancers, was performing in the Opera
Housc in Warsaw.Two days later the Opra
Housc was dcstroyed by bombs. Nina's

wholc life had been devoted to ballet: now

her world collapsed around her.In the dark

ycars that followed, it sccmed that she
would never dance again, much less become
onc of the world’s Icading ballcrinas. But
Nina had couragc—and a drcam that began
when she was very young. .

Nina was born in Warsaw and spent the
carly ycars of her childhooed there. Her first
schoolteacher noticed litile Nina’s grace and
told her she should study dancing. Nina
delightedly reported the teacher’s words at
home. but her mother fought the idca, say-
ing that no daughter of hers was goning to
be a dancer. Nina howcver, was a deter-
mined child.She had madc up her mind to be
a rcally great ballcrina no matter what the
cost, and she worked toward this goal with
her whole being. She coaxed and raged until
her mother finally gave in and let her enroll
at the Polish Opcra Ballct School.

Her first appearance on stage came three
ycars later, when she was allowed to
dancc the part of a slave girl in the opera
“Aida”.Shortly after this, Nina becamea
rcal professional, dancing for two ycars
as prima ballerina of the Children’s Ballet
of Warsaw. .

When she was thirtecen, she was taken in-

to the Polish Opera Company. She was the

youngest dancer cver to become a member
of its corps dec ballet. The following year,
she started out with the company on a long
Europcan tour.She spent two exciting years
dancing in the capitals of Europe. and she
ros¢ [rom her humble place in the corps de
ballet all the way to soloist.

5

7

She had just rcturned to Warsaw afier
this tour when the Polish Statc Ballct was in-
vited to dance at the World’s Fair in New
York carly in 1939.But whilc she was danc-
ing gaily in New York., War clouds were
darkcning over her native country.Nina had
been home for only a month when Hitler
marched into Poland.

The invading Germans deerced that any-
onc who did not have a job would be sent to
a work camp.At great risk, Nina refused to
dance at the large theater that the Germans
had taken over.Instcad, she joined a group
of Polish dancers in a small, ill-cquiped
theater where they gave performances only
for their own countrymen. .

The dark years of World War Two wore
on. One by one, the members of Nina's
large and wealthy family were arrested and
sent to concentration camps. Her adored
oldcr brother was taken first, then her fath-
cr, then Nina and her other brothers and
sisters. They were separated and sent to dif-
ferent camps.Nina frantically asked for news
of her family from cach new prisoner who
came to her camp. Dreary months dragged
by before the tragic news rcached her that
her beloved brother had been killed. for
anti-Nazi activitics. Her father, too, was
dead—of starvation.

Dazed with gricf, she no longer carcd
whether she lived or died.Six months later,
when liberating troops arrived and threw
open the prison gates, she was so thin that
she could hardly walk.

Barcly awarc that the war was over,
Nina listlcssly began to pick up the threads
of her lifc. She was rcunited with what was
leht of her family, and they tried to make
some sort of life for themsclves in war—torn
Poland. She began to feel vague stirrings of
the old, familiar desire to dance, but she

was still too depressed and weck to
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practice. Her younger brother tricd to cn-
courage her.He began to practice with her,
and soon they had built up a charming litile

dance routine of their own. Together they
" found dancing cngagements in many Warsar
night spots.The family decided that the best
future for Nina as a dancer was in the
United States, and thcy startcd saving
moncy for her to make the trip.

Nina arrived jn New York in 1347— a
slight girl whosc tragic dark cycs held the on-
ly hint of thc hcartbreak she had been
through.She sct about Icarning to spesk Eng-
lish and took intcnsive ballet lessons to
rctrain her still-frail body.She applicd for a
position in the corps de ballct of the Ballet
Russe de Monle Carlo in 1948 and was ac-
cepled.She worked hard, determined to rise
to the top. Four ycars laler, shc had made
the grade— she was the top—ranking baller-
ina with the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo.

The bilter war ‘had brought Nina

hcartbreak and had driven her to the verge
of physical collapsc. But in spit of this, she
says today, “Always in lifc, I have luck—1I
rcally have luck!” She insists that it was luck
that brought her two of her pgreatest
rolcs. The first was Swanhilda in *Copclia.”
Nina danced that role on three days notice
when the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo was
in Chicago. Replacing Danilova, who was
ill, she danced so well that she got rave no-
tices from the Chicago critics.
12 It was luck again according to Nina,
that brought her the role in *Mute Wife” for
which' she is best known, The lcading baller-
ina had an argumecent with the chorcographer
and walked out.Nina stepped in.

She has won a’lcading role in almost cv-
cry ballct of the Ballet Russe. Still driven by
ambition, she is so dedicated to her profes-
sion that nothing clsc mattcrs to her. Nina
Novak has taken for her creed the words of
her teacher of long ago:* If people telt you
that you cannot dance, do not bclicve
them, for you can.But if they say that you
arc wonderful. do not believe them ecither,

_.2.-.

for you must always improve.”

Noles:
adored a. BUEM
ambition n. FEP: IBA
ballerina n.  TETEE LB
chorcographer n.  $f4
coax v. IFiEAE
drag v. (WG {EE
eanroll n. MA
prima a. H5—; FEIM
rave a. JARIM
routine n. Yi[}; BRIF
soloist n. JPEK
vague a. R

I.Rcading Comprechension
How exact was your reading?

1.In the Children’s Ballet of Warsaw, Nina
was '
A thc star, or primaballerina
B.the youngest dancer
C.still a beginner

‘What happencd when?

2.0f the following cvents, the first to occur
was
A the German invasion of Poland
B.Nina’s Europcan tour
C.lhe World’s Fair in New York
3.Nina spent the last part of the war
A dancing in Warsaw night spots
B.working with a small polish troupc
C.in prison
4.Nina began her work in ballct again
A.while she was still in prison
B.as soon as the war was over
C.when she arrived in New York

Do you know the rcason why?

5.Nina refused to dance at the theater takcn
over by the Germans because she
A .wanted Lo dance-in a farger theater
B.was no longer intercsted in dancing
C.did not want to dance for the Germans

Can you sce the similarity?

6.With both the Polish Opera Company and
the Ballct Russe de Monte Carlo, Nina
A.began in the corps de ballet



B.was a top—ranking ballcrina
C.both A and B '

Can you draw thce right conclution?

7.1t is most accurate to say that the war
A .did not affect Nina’s devotion to dane-
ing ’
B.almost ruined Nina’s wholc llife
C.chaged Nina’s most important goals
8. Nina’s statement that it was luck that
brought her of greatest roles is
A completely untrue
B.partially truc
C.the whole truth
9.Nina thinks that she
A.still must prove to others that she can
dance
B.still must work at lcarning to dance
C.has at last rcached her goal

II.Vocabulary

A.Ofien you can tell the meaning of a word by
reading the words around it. This is called get-
ting the mcaning {rqm context.

Dircctions. Find the word in the paragranh
that means

2

limportant; disastrous (1)
2.ordered (6)

Iverysad(7)

4.indiffcrently;  dejectedly (9)
S.indefinite; notclear (9)

She Signed Dollar Bills

6.thourough; strcnuous(10)
7.edge; brink (11)
8.statement of belief (13 )
B. A word may have morc than onc

meaning. Tts meaning edpends on the way it is
used. '

" Dircctions: Read the three meanings for cach

word.Look back to the paragraph to scc how
the word is used in the story. Write the letter
that stands beforce the correet meaning
9.followed (1)
A.obeyed
B.came after in time
C.listened closely
10.familiar (9)
A.wcll-known
B.[ricndly; close
C.toobold; presumptuous
11.position ( 10)
A location
B.opinion
C.job
12.notice (11)
A.warning: announcement
B.printed sign
C.courteous attention
13.1cading (12)
A .guiding; directing
B.principal; chicf
C.begining: opcning

Unit1 / Text B

By Aylcsa Forsce

Scveral years after her appointment as
trecasurcr of the United States, Ivy Baker
Pricst returned 'to her old homctown of
Bingham Canyon, Utah. Through misty
cyes she viewed the banners that said“ Wcl-
come Homec Ivy Baker Pricst” ; as she

spoke to the crowd, she saw respect and

pride in the faces of the audience, many of
whom had been friends of her faher, a min-
er. :

This homecoming surpasscd cven her
tecenage drcams, in which she had picturced

herself returning to Bingham in style, hav-
ing achieved fame and fortune. As a
tecnager, Ivy was tall, tomboyish, and
awkward, but sceretly she had dreamed of
becoming an actress. When a local news-
paper announced that roles in 2 film to be
madc in Salt Lake City would be awarded to
those who sold the largest number of sub-
scriptions to the paper, Ivy went to
work. She campaigned industriously and
won sccond prize— the privilege of dancing

—F -



in a beautiful costume during a short scene.

The night the film was te be shown in
Bingham, anticipation kept her from
cating. But when she saw herself on the
screen,  gangly and ungraceful, she
sncaked out of the theater and went home to
ery herselfl to sleep. :

Every party was a nightmare, When she
wcal to a prom in her sophomore year, on-
ly onc boy asked her to dance:  the follow-
ing day shc overheard onc of the girls say,
“Jim did it on a dare.”

The next year Tvy attended school in Salt
Lake City and then spent the summer in San
Francisco.Iler morale improved, and invi-
talions to movics, partics, and danccs be-
gan to come her way. Onc day Marry
Howard Hicks asked her for a date. and it

was Harry for the remainder of the summer.

The following winter in Bingham, Ivy
scrved as a member of the student council,
as assistanl cditor of the school newspaper,
and as captlain of thc dcbatc tcam; she
played the leading role in the class play,
and somchow found time for dates as well.

Harry wanled her to marry him as soon
as shc graduated, but Ivy wanted Lo go on
to study law.Then she learned that her fami-
ly could not afTord to send her to college.

To carn somc moncy on her own, she
took a job as a ticket scller at Princess Thea-
ter.After the box office closed, she could sce
the show.The contrast between her ordinary
lifc and thc romantic lifc picturced on the
scrcen made her long for a change. Harry
had taken a job in Salt Lake City so that he
could sce her on weckends. They were mar-
ricd on July 31, 1924, but aficr four ycars
of marriage. Harry was killed in an airplane
crash.

The demands of daily living left little time
“for self—pily.Ivy was living with hcr parcnis
now, A nationwide dcpression brought
lowered salarics and uncmployment, and
then, one winter, Ivy’s father became too
" ill to work. Ivy and her mother grimly
undertook the job of supporting the

11 During

family. They decided to move to Salt Lake
City. Ivy found a job as a night telephone
operator.Days she worked as a salesclerk., '

9  When the crisis passed, Ivy began cast-

ing about for new activitics that would chal-
lenge hee.Her mother had always been active
in politics. and Ivy decided that it would be
interesting to be a delegate 1o the Republi-
can statc convention. She had heard that a
tight little group usually railroaded things
through the precinct mectlings. Scecing a
chance to jolt the old timers, Ivy tried her
tactics. She and thirty fcllow conspirators
filed into the mecting, and a friend pro-
posed Ivy for dclegate. They forced a vole,
and Tvy was clected
10 Her cnthusiastic approach to politics
amused the hard—boiled politicians at the
state convention.Later, to prove her useful-
ncss to the party, Ivy did cven the smallest
jobs—  stuffing  cnvclopes, ringing
doorbells, and walching at the polls. She
found politics hard work.IL was not always
as exciting or as glamorous as she had imag-
incd. Choscn Republican vice—chairman for
her district. she arranged mectings,
checked for non—registered volers, and
planned publicity. '
this time Ivy mel
Pricst. They married in 1935,
pushed politics inlo sccond place;  she re-
maincd active, however, al the local,
state, and national levels. Whenever things
became too complicaled at home, her aunt

and hcr mother stepped in Lo help with the
three children.

Roy
and Ivy

12 In 1952 Ivy was called home from the

national convcation— her mother had had a
stroke. Three weeks later Mrs. Baker died. Tt
was a week later that Arthur Summerficld,
director of the Eiscnhower campaign, cal-
led.He asked Mrs.Pricst to act as the assist-
ant chairman of the commitlee in charge of
the women’s division. Ivy felt that she
couldn’t accept. Roy and the children per-
suadced her to take it.

13 All those traveling on the Eiscnhower
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campaign train workcd hard. They planned
publicity,- gave speeches. and made televi-
sion appcarances. The pressure of the cam-
paign led to minor disasters. In Salt Lake
City Ivy introduced Mrs. Richard Nixon
with, “I present to you the next wife of the
Vice—president of the United States.”

14 On clection day committee workers, fil-
led with suspense. assembled at the Com-
modore Hotel in New York.When the Dem.-
ocratic  candidatc  conceded  defeat,
Murs.Pricst felt rewarded for her ciforts. Tired
of travel, worn out by the strain of the
campaign, she longed to be at home with
‘her family;  but much rcmained to be
donc. and Ivy stayed to do it.Finally, only
onc job remained—a last report to the chief.

After an cxchange of grectlings,
Mr. Eisenhower said matter—of-factly,
“Mrs.Pricst, I want you to be the treasurcr
of the United States.”

16  Ivy starcd at him unbclievingly, Then,
drawing a decp breath, she said, “I’d be
honourced, of course.”

The family stood by proudly on the day

she was sworn in. About threc months
later, she attended her first White House
dinner.At a table coverced with white damask
and gold table scrvice, shec sat only two
placcs away from the President. Tvy's
thoughts raced back to the days when she
had drunk thin soup out of thick cups ih a
blcak little mining town; she had ncver cx-
pected to get anywhere ncar the White
House. .
12 In her book, Green Grows Ivy, she
says gratefully that her parents “sct the ivy
the way it should grow.” Poverty could have
handicapped Ivy Baker Pricst., but her
drcams, her faith, and her belicf that talent
must be used for others brought her a life of
success as well as scrvice.

Notes:
bleak a. FEUHUM.HEWM
conspirator n. 3LigH
dreary a. ULRIM.BFIBN

2. The writer relates the

gangly a. KM

glamorous a. BHEBRIM
grimly ad. MR, RN
hardboiled a. FEUERHN, MEN
vy n. KEE

jolt v, {EHELK

old—timer »n. E¥HMNA
overhear v. FTEHUrBL, MW
precinet n. ERX

railroad v. (EEORINL
sophomore n. K¥EIERY4E
stroke n. HR, HH

factics n. RA. B

on a dare AT

step in #iF

aftermath n. S3#

bejewel v. FEFNR

I.Reading Comprchension

I. This story was writtcn to illustratc the
point that
A _politics is a comparatively casy ficld in
which to succeed
B. handicaps can be overcome by hard
work and perscverance
C.women arc needed in government
incident of

Mrs. Priest’s mistake in introducing

Mrs.Nixon in order to
A insert a note of humor
B.arouse sympathy for Mrs.Nixon
C.show that Mrs,Pricst is not an cxtraaot-
dinary person
3. Mrs. Pricst was appointed treasurer be-
causc she '
A.was an ¢xpert in cconomics and finance
B.proved she was loyal and hardworking
C.stayed at work after the campaign was
over
4.0nc factor in Mrs.Pricst’s success was that

A her family was willing to help her
B.she depended entircly on herself
~ C.politics was always morc important to
her than anything clse.
§.Mrs.Pricst always was guided by the idea
that

-—s._



A.it was unimportant to get ahcad
-B.her talents must be uscd for others
C.she should get ahcad by disrcgarding
others
Somc of the events in the story were turning
points in Ivy Baker Priest’s lifc. Others were
important, but did not really change her
life.for cach cvent listed below, wrile turning
point ar no change.
6.her appearance in the movie |
7. her year in Salt Lake City and San
Francisco
B.her inability to go to college
9 her appointment as treasurcr
0.her first White House dinner
II.Vocabulary
A.Oftcn you can tell the meaning of a word
from its context the words around it.
Dircction: Find the word in the paragraph
that means
1.expectation; a looking forward(3)
2.mental condition; confidence(5)
3.representative(9)
4 full of intensc or cager interest(10)
5.complex; intricate(11)
6.admitted; acknowledged(14)
7.a kind ol linen(17)
8.with deep appreciation(18)

TIL.Scatcnce Comprehension
C: For cach of thcse qucstions, choosc the
answer that is closcst in mcaning to the origi-
nal sentence. Note that several of the choices
may be faclually correct, but you should
choose the onc that is the closest restatement
of the given scntence.
1.In judging his work; =~ we must make al
lowance for his lack of expericnce.
A.In judging his work, we must take his
lack of expericnee into consideration.
B.In judging his work, wc must admit
that although he lacks experience, he
is allowed to do what he is interested in.
C.We must judge his work on the basis of
his experience alone.
D.His lack of expericnce is to be judged in
terms of his-achicvement in his work.

—_—f —

2. Although he had ncver before practiced

artificial respiration, Fred proved equal

to the occasion and saved the swimmer’

life.

A_.Fred had ncver practiced artificial res-
piration before, but he saved the
swimmer’s life by another cqually effec-
tive method which proved successful on
the occassion. '

B.Fred, though having no previous ex-
pericnee  of  artificial  respiration,
showed that he was capable of handling
the situation and saved the swimmer’s
life.

C.The swimmer’s lifec was saved because
the accident gave Frcd a chance 1o
practice what he had never did before.

D.For all his knowledge of artficial respi-
ration, Fred proved that he was
incompelent although he saved the
swimmer’s lifc.

3.1t just oceurred to me that if we want to go
to the scashore for our vacation we had
better make rescrvation in advance.

A It just happened to me that if we want
to go to the scashore for our vacation,
we have to make better preparations
now. .

B.T belicved that if we want Lo go to the
scashore for our vacatlion, we had bet.
ter do so in advance.

C.1It just came to my mind that if we want
to go to the scashore for our vacation,
it would be advisable for us to make
rescrvation beforchand.

D.I just camc to the conclusion that if we
want to go to the scashore for our vaca-
tion, wc must make advanced rescrva-
tions.

4.Harry was a capable lawyer, bul it was
difficult for him to live up to the rcputa-
tion cstablished by his morc brilliant fath-
cr.

A.Harry was a capabalc Lawyer, but it
was a hard life for him to be with his
father, who was brilliant and of great
repute.



B. A capable lawyer as Harry was, he
found it difficult to cqual the reputa-
tion sct by his morc brilliant father.

C.Although Harry was a capable lawywe-
cr, his father, who was more

~ brilliant, madec it difficult for him to
live by the rcputation alrcady cstab-
lished.

- D.Despilc the fact that he had a brilliant
father with good rcputation. Harry
found it difficult to live with his capa-
bility.

5. Beautiful clothings do not make a fine

gentleman any more than beautiful fcath-

ers make a fine bird.

A Just as beautiful clothings do not make
a fine gentleman, so beautiful feathers
do not make a finc bird.

B. Beautiful clothing don’t make a fine
gentleman, but beautiful feathers can
make a finc bird.

C. Either beautiful clothings make a fine
gentleman, or beautiful feathers make
a finc bird. .

D. Although beauliful clothings makc a
finc gentleman, beautiful feathers do
not make a fine bird.
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Unit2 / Text A

Mississippi Steamboat Days

Stcamboating on the Maississippi hégan in
1811, when the New Orleans was launched

.on thec Monongahcla River at Pittsburgh. It

was the fist stcamboat intended for naviga-
tion on the Mississippi.
~ Pcople lincd the banks of the river to
laugh at the weird device with its hissing en-
gincs and fancy paddle wheels. When the
spectators lecarncd that the builder of the
boat intended to take his wife along on the
trip, excitement and scandalized alarm
spread through Pittsburgh and up the valley
of thc Monongahcla.No onc had cver heard
of such folly. Pcople said thc boat would
surcly blow up. Almost cveryone in
Pittisburgh came down to the river to sce the
man and the woman exploded into cternity.
Instcad, the New Orleans scttled nicely
in the water and, with a head of steam,
clipped through thc water at a speed of
cight to ten miles an hour. To the people
along the banks, succcss was morc aston-
ishing than disaster would have been.Che-
cr after cheer shook the air.
The trip was successful. The boal navi-
gated the Monongahcla, then followed the

- Ohio to Cairo, Illinois, where it joins the

wh

Mississippi. So stcamboating came to the
Mississippi. Soon pecople forgot how they
had laughcd at the very thought cof a
stcamboat navigating the tricky old river.

In 1857, when Mark Twain, born
Samuclt Clemens, bccame an apprentice riv-
er pilot, stcamboating had been 2 part of
the Mississippi scene for a quarter of a cen-
tury.The stcamboat dominated lifc along the

old river, How well Sam kncw the magic .

cry, * 8—t-c—-a—-m-boat a—~comin’, * that
woke his slecpy little home town of
Hannibal, Missouri. Ten minutes before a
stcamboat touched the dock, thc town
would be dead, and tcn minutes after the
boat had dcparted, the town would rcturn
to its snooze. Later, Sam Clcmens was 1o

—_— -

~half mile

take his pen name from the familiar boat-
man’s sounding call, “mark twain, * meap-
ing that the river depth measured two fath-
oms, or twclve feet of water.

Twain’s first cxperience as a cub pilot was
aboard the stcamer Paul Jones, out of New
Orleans, and his instructor was the re-
doubtable Hortace Bixby. Bixby kncw cvery
point, cvery rock, cvery shallow along
hundreds of miles of river.TTe sang out cach
landmark oncc: *This is Nine—Mile Point, ™
or “The slack water cnds here abreast this
bunch of China trees; now we cross over, "
and cxpected Twain to remember them
forcver. The youthful apprentice found this
impossible Morcover. awakencd in the
hight to take his sccond watch, he fell into
such a bad mood that he almost hoped that
Bixby would ground the boat. But Ict Mark
Twain tell the story in his own way, as he
did in his book Lifc on the Mississippi:

“Tt was a rather dingy night, althqugh a
fair number of stars were out. The big mate
was at the wheel, and he had the old tub
pointed at a star and was holding hcer
straight up thc middle of the river. The
shores on cither hand were not morc than a
apart, but they scemed
wonderfully far away and cver so vaguc and
indistinct. The mate said: “Wc've got to land
at Joncs’s plantation, sir.’

The vengeful spirit in me exulted.I said to
myself, ‘I wish you joy of your job,
Mr.Bixby: you’ll have a good time finding
Mr.Jones’s plantation such 2 night as this;
and I hope you ncver will find it as long as
you live.’

Mr.Bixby said to the mate: *Upper end of
the plantation or the lower?”’

10 ‘Upper.’
1

‘T can’t do it.The stumps there arc out of
the watcer at this stage.It’s no great distance
to the lower, and you'll have to get along
with that.’

b



12 “ All right, sir.If Johnes don’t like it, teni it is remembered as it was in its
he'll have to lump it, Ireckon.’ heyday., one of the most romantic cras in
13 All T desired to ask Mr. Bixby was the the history of the Mississippi.
simple question whether he was fool
cnough to rcally imaginc he was going to Notes:

find that plantation on a night when all abreast aod. 3FH. Hi3
plantations were exactly alike and alf the churn v. BIRIHEs]
same color +--.The stars were all gone now cternity n. 34
and the night was black as ink.I could hear cxult v. JE¥
the wheels churn along the bank, but I hurricane n. M
was not cntircly certain that I could scc the scandalized a. IJEdFEIEM
shore. The voice of the invisible watchman sncoze n. QiRE
called up from the hurricane deck: weired a. PEM
14 ‘What's this, sir?’
15 ‘Joncs’s plantation.” - I.Reading Comprchension:

16 Isaid to mysclf, ‘T wish I might venturc How cxact was your rcading?
to offer a small bet that it isn’t.’ But I did not 1.The first Mississippi stcamboat was the

chirp.I only waited to sce.Mr.Bixby handicd A Ncw Orlcans

the engine bells, and in due time the boat’s . B.Robert E.Lce

nosc came to the land, a torch glowed from C.Paul Jones

thc forecastle, a man skipped ashore, a 2. The first Mississippi stcamboat voyage

voicc on the bank said: * Gimme dc was

k’yarpctbag, Mass’ Joncs, ' and the next A.morc successful than pcople expected

moment wec were standing up the river B.a complete success ecxcept for one thing

again, all screnc. " C. not as successful as its owners had
17 From expericnces such as this, Sam hoped

Clemens soon learned that there was more to 3. In stcamboat language, “ mark twain”

piloting on the Old Mississippi than mect the meant

cye.First was the nceessity of a memory. ‘To A danger ahead

know the Old and New Testaments by B.twclve fect of water

heart, * he said, ‘and be able to recite them C.shoal to starboard

glibly, forward or backward, or begin at  Did you grasp the main points?
random anywhere in the book and recite 4. At the beginning of the Civil War,

both ways and ncver trip or make a Mississippi stcamboating was
mistake, is no cxtravagant mass of know- A.at its height
lcdge, and no marvclous [acility, com- B.slowly dying
parcd to a pilot’s massed knowledge of the C.recovering from a depression
-Mississippi and his marvclous facility in th 5.As the boat approached Jones’ plantation
handling of it.”” Sam hoped Mr.Bixby would
18 About three ycars after Clemens received A .misg the landing completely
his pilot’s license, the Civil War cut off B.let him take the wheel
Mississippi stcamboating in its prime.It nev- C.successfully pick up the passcngers

er fully recovered;  just when finc boats like  Can you draw the right conclusions?
the Natchez and the Robert E.Lee were re- 6. The landing at Jones’s plantation suc

viving the old glory, along came the depres- cceded because of the
sion of 1873. A brightncss of the night
19 The stcamboat era will never be forgot- B.casc of navigating the river

._..9_



C.pilor’s skill
7.Bixby’s rcfusal to land at the upper end-of
the plantation showed
A.; Tiscomplete knowledge of the river
B.the stubbornncess of his nature
C.his desire to impress the cub cngincer
Do you understand why?
8. Samucl Clemens became a river pilot in
order to
A satisfy a childhood ambition
B.carn his passage to Ncw Orleans
C.revive the glory of stcamboating
9.The author’s purpose in writing this article
was to
A.popularize the writing of Mark Twain
B.dcscribe steamboat days on the river
C. dcmonstrate the worth of
steamboat
I1.Vocabulary:
A.Often you can tell the meaning of 2 word by
rcading the words around it. This is called get-
ting the meaning from context.
Directions: Find the word in the paragraph
that means )
1.shocked: outraged (2)
2.Foolishness (2)
3.fcarsome; formidable (6)
4 dismal (7)
S.rejoiced (8)
6.darc (16)

the
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7.casily; smoothly (17)
" 8.abilitys  skill (17)
B. A word may have morc than onc
meaning.Its mcaning depends on the way it is
used.
Dircctions: Read the three meanings for cach
word.Look back to the paragraph to scc how
the word is usced in the story. Write the lctler
that stands before the correct meaning,.
9.lincd (2)
A .formed a linc along
B.formed an inner layer
C.drew lines on
10.clipped (3)

A.cut; shecared
B.moved rapidly
C.fastened

11.slack (6)
A.ncglectful
B.barcly moving
C.relaxed

12.watch (6)
A period of shipboard duty

" B.timepicce

C.sentinel; guard

13.fair (7)
Aattractive; lovely
B.just and honest
C.average

Traveling Students
by J.d.Ratcliff

This ycar some twenty—three hundred
tecen—agers from all over the world will
spend about ten months in U.S.homes. They
will attend U. 8. chools, meet
U.S.tcen—agers, and form lifclong impres-
sions of the rcal America.At the same time,
about  thirteen hundred  American
teen-agers will go abroad to learn new lan-
guages and gain a new understanding of
world problems. On returning home they,
like others who have participated in the cx-
change program, will pass along their fresh

impressions to the youth groups in which
they are active.

2  What have the visiting students discov-
cred? A German boy says, “We often think
of America only in terms of skyscrapers,
Cadillacs, and gangsters. Americans think
of Germany only in terms of Hitler and con-
ccntration camps. You can’t rcalize how
wrong you are until you sce for yoursclf.”

3. A Los Angcles girl says, “Tt's the leaders

of the countrics who arc unable to get
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along.The people get along just fine.”

Obscrve a two—way student exchange in
action. Fred Herschbach, nincteen, spent
last ycar in Germany at the home of George
Plafflin.Tn turn, Mr.Plafflin’s son Michacl
spent a ycar in the Herschbach home in
Tcxas.

Fred, lanky and lively, knew little
German when he- arived, but after two
months’ study the language began to come
to him. School was totally diffcrent from
what hc had expected—much more formal,
much harder.Students rose respectfully when
the tcacher cnicred the room. They took
fourtcen subjects instcad of the six that arc
usual in the United States.There were almost
no outside activitics.

Family lifc, too., was different. The fath-
cr's word was law, and all activitics re-
volved around they closcly knit family unit
rather than the individual. Fred found the
food—mostly  starchcs—~monotonous  at
first.Also, hc misscd having a car.

“ At home, you pick up some kids in a
car and go out and have a good time.In
Germany, you walk, but you soon get
used toit.” -

A warm—naturcd boy, Fred began to
make fricnds as soon as he had mastered
cnough German to communicate, “I didn't

‘feel as if T were with forcigners.I felt as T did

at home with my own people.” Eventually he
was invited to stay at the homes of friends in
many of Germany’s major citics. “ Onc's
viewpoint is broadened, " he says, “by living
with people who have differnt habits and
backgrounds. You come to appreciate their
points of vicw and rcaliz that it is possible
for all people in the world to come closer to-
gether. I wouldn’t trade this ycar for any-
thing.” .

Mcanwhile, in Texas, Mike Pfafflin, a
friendly German boy, was also forming in-
dependent opinions. “I suppose I should crit-
icizc the schools, ” he says. “It was far too
casy by our standards.But I have to admit
that T liked it cnormously. In Germany we

12 Aftetr their year abroad,

do nothing but stady. I think that maybc
your schools arc better training for citizen.
ship.There ought to be some middle ground
between the two.” He took part in many
outside activitics, including the dramatic
group.

10 Mike picked up a favoritc adjctive of

Amcrican youth; southern fricd chicken
was “fabulous.” When cxpressing a regional
point of view, hc used the phrase “ we
Texans. * Summing up his ycar, hc says
with fecling, “America is a sccond h ome for
me from now on I will fove it the rest of my
life.”

This cxciting exchange program was
government sponsored a first; now it is in
the hands of privatc agencies, including the
Amecrican Ficld Service and the Internation-
al Christian Youth Exchange. Screcning
committccs make a carcful check on ex-
change students and host homes. To
qualify, students much be intclligent,
adaptable, outgoing—potential lcaders.Each
student is matched, as closcly as possible,
with a young person in another country
whose f{amily has the same economic,
cultural, and religious background.
all students
gather to discuss what they observed. For vis-
iting students to accept and apprave of all
they saw would be a defcat for the exchange
program. Thcy are supposcd to observe,
evaluate, and come to fair
conclusions. Nearly all who visited the
United States agreed that they had gained
faith in Amecrican ideals and deep respect for
the U.S.brand of democracy. All had made
friendships that they were surc would last a
lifetime. Almost all were struck by the free-
dom permitted Amcrican youth.Many were
critical, though, of the indiffcrence to
study in American schools, and of
Americans’ lack of knowledge about other
countrics.

13 The opinions of Amcricans abroad were

just as vigorous.A U.S.girl in Vienna: “At
home., all we talk about is dating,



movies, and clothes. IHere we talk about

rcligion, philosophy, and political prob-
lems.I am going to miss that.”

14 A U.S.boyin Sweden: “I Icarned to sit at
home, rcad a good book, and gain somc
knowledge. If T told them this back home,
they would think I was a square.”

15 An  American girl in  Stutigart,
however, was very crilical of the German
school. “Ovcr here the teacher is king, and
you arc somewhere far below.Instead of be-
ing fricnd and counsclor, as in Amcrica,
the tcacher is regarded as a foc—and behaves
like it too!”

16 Tt costs a sponsoring group about a
thousand dollars to give an exchange student
a year in the United States. Transportation
is the major cxpense, for bed, board., and
pockct monecy arc provided by voluntcer
familics. There is also a small amount of fed-
cral support for the program.

17 In Europe. about ten students apply for
every place available; “in Japan, the ratio
is fifty to onc.The student cxchange program
is helping thesc cager young citizens of to-
morrow lcarn a lot about the world today.

Notes:
Cadillacs n. —FHEHH
lanky a. HWHETM

starch »n. H
monotonous a. HiFM

screen committe  FAHIEN L
U.S. brand of democracy MR E
square n. EWiR

I.Rcading Comprchension

1.An cxchange student visits a country for
A less than year
B.a little morc than a ycar
C.about two ycars

2.Exchange students arc generally placed in
homes that arc
A.very similar to their own homes
B. typical of homes in the land they arce

visiting

C.as diffcrent from their own homes as is

possible

3. The major cxpense that a group spon-
soring an exchange student must mect is
A .bed and board
B.pocket moncy and incidentals
C.transportation

Did you undcrstand the important points?

4. The sponsors of the program hope that

visiting forcign students will give Amecrica

A complete approval
B.strong criticism
C.honest evaluation
5.The greatest value of the program is that
cach visiting student
A .has a chance to travel in forcign coun-
trics '
B.shares what he learned with others
C.lcarns a ncw language
Did you sce the similarity?
6. Fred Herschbach and Mike Pfgafflin
agreed that
A_Amcricans are fricndlicr than Germans

B.German food is more monotonous than
Amcrican food .
C. German schools arc harder than
Amocrican schools
Can vou make the right inferences?
7. As adults, cxchange studcnts arc most
likely to be
A profcssors
B.travclers
C.lcaders
8, The author thinks that the Communisls
will not participate in the cxchange
program because they are
A sure their pecople are well informed
B. unwilling to show their pcople how
other live
C. unable to provide cnough homes for
visiting students
9.1t is rcasonablc to supposc that the author
wishcs that
A.American schools provided fewer out-
side activitics
B.more money were available to finance



