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The beggar’s wish
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He felt he should ask for all the things he missed

in life.
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A beggar who had been blind was very devoted' and used
to worship regularly at a certain shrine®. At the same time, he would
empty his bowl of whatever amount of coins he received through
begging and offered them to the shrine. The priest in charge of the

shrine noticed the beggar’s devotion, and, wishing to encourage
him, said one day.

“Oh, beggar, the gods are pleased with your devotion and
gifts. They say that they will bestow® upon you whatever single gift
you may ask for. But remember you may ask for one thing only.”

The beggar was delighted to hear such a.wonderful mes-
sage. He immediately thought what particular gift he should ask
for. But the more he thought the more confused he became for
there were so many things he felt he needed — sight, wealth,
long life, a wife, children, and so on.

But he was a clever man and after much serious meditation®,
he felt he should ask for all the things he missed in life. He then
went to the shrine and said to the priest:

“Oh, holy one, | thank you for intervening with the gods to

bestow upon me one gift. | am now about to ask for one thing and
one thing only.”

“Say it out loud, and your wish will be granted,” cried the
holy man to the beggar.
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“Well, my petition® is simple. Before | die that | may see my
son’s grandson living in a six-storied house, drinking milk and
honey and eating fragrant rice out of a golden bowl.”

In this way the clever beggar had really asked for sight,

family, wealth, a palace, longevity and happiness and his wish
was granted.
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Everyone agrees to peace
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Haven't you heard? Everyone has agreed to

live in peace.
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A sly fox tried to trick! a rooster into coming down from his
perch?.

“Brother Bird,” the fox said, “come down and have a friend-
ly chat!”

“No,” said the rooster, “I’m sure you’d eat me.”

“Oh, | wouldn’t,” said the crafty fox, “Haven’t you heard?
Everyone has agreed to live in peace.”

“Is that so? ” said rooster, who was just as crafty.

Stretching his neck, the rooster pretended to look at some-
thing far off in the distance.

“What are you looking at? ” asked the fox curiously.
“Oh...Just a pack of hungry fox hounds headed right this way.”
Upon hearing this, the fox trembled in his tracks and ran off.

“Come back! " crowed the rooster, “Why are you running

away? | thought you said that everyone has agreed to live in
peace.”

“Well, perhaps those hungry hounds haven’t heard about it
yet,” said the fox, and he bounded?® away.



