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Unit One PROSES /NRX

Bill Gates’ 11 Rules
(BE/R - EXRB 11 ZEAEHRM)
by Bill Gates”

Bill Gates, CEO of Microsoft, with his experience as a highly successful businessman,
gives students something to think about for their future.

For high school and college graduates, here is a list of 11 rules you did not learn in
school. In his book, Bill Gates talks about how feel-good, politically-correct teaching created
a full generation of kids with no concept of reality and how this concept sets them up for

failure in the real world.

Rule 1

Life is not fair; get used to it.

Rule 2

The world won’t care about your self-esteem. The world will expect you to accomplish

something BEFORE you feel good about yourself.

Rule 3
You will NOT make 40 thousand dollars a year right out of high school. You won’t be a

vice president with a car phone, until you earn both.



Rule 4

If you think your teacher is tough, wait till you get a boss. He doesn’t have tenure.

Rule §
Flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity. Your grandparents had a different word for
burger {lipping; they called it opportunity.

Rule 6
I you mess up, it’s not your parents’ fault, so don’t whine about your mistakes, learn

from them.

Rule 7

Before you were born, your parents weren't as boring as they are now. They got that
way from paying your bills, cleaning your clothes and listening to you talk about how cool you
are. So before you save the rainforest {rom the parasites of your parents’ generation, try

“delousing” the closet in your own room.

Rule 8
Your school may have done away with winners and losers, but life has not. In some
schools they have abolished failing grades; they’ll give you as many times as you want to get

the right answer. This doesn’t bear the slightest resemblance to ANYTHING in real life.
Rule 9

Life is not divided into semesters. You don’t get summers off and very few employers are
interested in helping you find yourself. Do that on your own time.

Rule 10

Television is NOT real life. In real life people actually have to leave the coffee shop and
g0 to jobs.

Rule 11

Be nice to nerds. Chances are you'll end up working for one.

,“0 R S0 R IR D S
! New Words
e e e e 0“"

self-esteem n. BHY

tenure n, #HH



flip vi. B

burger n. REA

whine vi. FRF

parasite n. FAH

delouse vi. KA

resemblance n. ARE

nerd n. ZRWA, WRA

E Notes E

* Bill Gates (MR « 35D : 1955 S liA:, WRBH - FH - EXRE (M, xR
— LN, 1973 SEFHAMBREEFRRY, 19 FBY¥, SHEERY - 4L (Paul
Allen) BIpEIGAE, HPIERED THKRAF ., SREENEWME A, 20 2 &S
RETTEIRMFTILE A, 136 SRBIHA L REBWICTES, B 1994 F£245
—HEHAX KRR, 2002443 HHEW (B LENEREFHFL2PEEN,
NABE= R 5282 FETE. BMRHBOEZF I, HER (SRR FIERBEXEYE
Ik 22 .

f Exercises |
Part 1. Discuss with your classmates and write short answers to the following questions.

1) What do you learn from the 11 rules? Which rule strikes you most?

2) According to the text, Bill Gates talks about how feel-good, politically-correct
teaching created a full generation of kids with no concept of reality and how this
concept sets them up for failure in the real world. Do you agree or disagree? Give your
reasons,

3) What should higher education offer contemporary students, according to your

understanding?

Part I1. Translate the following sentences into Chinese. _
1) The world won’t care about your self-esteem. The world will expect you to accomplish

3



something BEFORE you feel good about yourself.

2) Your school may have done away with winners and losers, but life has not. In some
schools they have abolished failing grades; they’ll give you as many times as you want
to get the right answer. This doesn’t bear the slightest resemblance to ANYTHING in

real life.

Part 1I1. Enlarge your vocabulary.
Directions: Study the meaning of “self-” in the following words. Then translate them

into proper Chinese.

1) self-assessment n. 11) self-assured adj.
2) self-centered adj. 12) self-conscious adj.
3) self-contradictory adj. 13) self-control n.

4) self-defense n. 14) self-denying adj.
5) self-discipline =. 15) self-esteem n.

6) self-{ulfilling adj. 16) self-government .
7) self-made adj. 17) self-pity n.

8) self-portrait =n. 18) self-reliant adj.
9) self-respect =n. 19) self-rule n.

10) self-service n. 20) self-sufficiency n.

- S SOE R T SR S IR SRR TR SRR SUE SHE e SIE SRR X

¢ +
! Keys to the Exercises

0000000000000000’

Part I.
Omitted.

Part I1.
D XANHARATEFRY B, XN RZERRAE QB B I Z R0 E M SRSk
) IRMENFRBFCLEARAXMERME, BAEBEHENN., FEERCBUE T RRKE
SE MBTHEZRIGEBHERER. I5RLAEBERALEHMZALL.

Part III.
1) self-assessment H FKPE{L 11) self-assured B{EH#



2
3
4)
5)
6)
(p)
8)
9
10)

self-centered B K # .U
self-contradictory H A F & &Y
self-defense § 13
self-discipline H 2 3
self-fulfilling B LK
self-made B I A K
self-portrait B B
self-respect &

self-service H B

12)
13
14)
15)
16)
17)
18)
19
20)

self-conscious E Z )
self-control [ &5 %
self-denying H & E K
self-esteem HE
self-government HJjf
self-pity B4
self-reliant KEH O K
self-rule R EH
self-sufficiency B &
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Three Days to See
(A& =K*MHA)
by Hellen Keller”

I have often thought it would be a blessing if each human being were striken blind and
deaf for a few days at some time in his early adult life. Darkness would make him more
appreciative of sight, silence would teach him the joys of sound.

Now and then I have tested my seeing friends to discover what they see. Recently 1 was
visited by a very good friend who had just returned from a long walk in the woods, and I asked

1

her what she had observed. “Nothing in particular,” she replied. 1 might have been
incredulous had I not been accustomed to such responses, for long ago I became convinced that
the seeing see little.

How was it possible. 1 asked myself, to walk for an hour through the woods and see
nothing worthy of note? I who cannot see find hundreds of things to interest me through mere
touch. 1 feel the delicate symmetry of a leal. [ pass my hands lovingly about the smooth skin
of a silver birch, of the rough bark of a pine. In spring I touch the branches of trees hopefully
in search of a bud, the first sign of awakening Nature after her winter’s sleep. I feel the
delightful, velvety texture of a flower, and, discover its remarkable convolutions; and
something of the miracle of Nature is revealed to me. Occasionally, if I am very fortunate, 1
place my hand gently on a small tree and feel the happy quiver of a bird in full song. T am
delighted to have the cool waters of a brook rush through my open fingers. To me a lush
carpet of pine needles or spongy grass is more welcome than the most luxurious Persian rug.
To me the pageant of seasons is a thrilling and unending drama, the action of which streams
through my fingertips.
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At times my heart cries out with longing to see all these things. If I can get so much
pleasure from mere touch, how much more beauty must be revealed by sight. Yet , those
who have eyes apparently see little. The panorama of color and action which fills the world is
taken for granted. It is human perhaps, to appreciate little that which we have and to long for
that which we have not, but it is a great pity that in the world of light the gift of sight is used
only as a mere convenience rather than as a means of adding fullness to life.

1f I were the president of a university, 1 should establish a compulsory course in “How to
Use Your Eyes, ” The professor would try to show his pupils how they could add joy to their
lives by really seeing what passes unnoticed before them. He would try to awake their

dormant and sluggish faculties.

RIS TR ST .

E New Words f
appreciative adj. FREW; REW
incredulous adj. THER, THEH
symmetry n. AR HARE; &
silver birch FAER, MM (B
velvety adj. LW RBERY
convolution n. Kb HEEH
lush adj, KW EENK
spongy adj. (B HHE; BRE; N
pageant n. BAKRWHHE; KH
compulsory adj. LR &
dormant adj. 53 O NPT o
sluggish adj. WEW; BZFNW

A A

! L4
! Notes
e et ¥
% Hellen Keller (¥g42 « 9L, 188044 6 A 27 HATEE TR E TGN, 485k Ty
REEMEBART, ERAERBOMAE., (BRI 8 M4 MER, 783520058 3
ANHBEBT , R - SIS R T EABREARBEME, AR T KF2EL, &
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HELMER . BHRAHRFEDIR, wHFBEETTHAHA.

eI e Sie e

i » +
! Exercises .
W A \‘ow’
Part 1. Discuss with your classmates and write short answers to the following questions,
1) What are the differences between the blind and the normal people?
2) Analyze the psychology revealed by the writer in the statement “It is human perhaps,
to appreciate little that which we have and to long for that which we have not. ” Do

you agree that we don’t cherish things until they are lost?

Part II. Translate the following paragraph into Chinese,

How was it possible, 1 asked myself, to walk for an hour through the woods and see
nothing worthy of note? T who cannot see find hundreds of things to interest me through mere
touch. I feel the delicate symmetry of a leaf. 1 pass my hands lovingly ahout the smooth skin
of a silver birch, of the rough bark of a pine. In spring I touch the branches of trees hopefully
in search of a bud. the first sign of awakening Nature after her winter’s sleep. 1 feel the
delightful, velvety texture of a flower, and, discover its remarkable convolutions; and
something of the miracle of Nature is revealed to me. (ccasionally, if I am very fortunate, 1
place my hand gently on a small tree and feel the happy quiver of a bird in full song. I am
delighted to have the cool waters of a brook rush through my open fingers. To me a lush
carpet of pine needles or spongy grass is more welcome than the most luxurious Persian rug.
To me the pageant of seasons is a thrilling and unending drama, the action of which streams

through my fingertips.

Part 111, Read the text and decide whether the following statements are TRUE or FALSE. Write

T for true and F for false.

1) Hellen Keller didn’t believe her good friend was telling the truth. [ ]
2) The author maintained that the seeing see little, failing to make full use of their
faculties. L]

3) According to Hellen Keller, it is necessary to establish a compulsory course in

university to teach young people how to use their eyes to add fullness to life. [ ]



Part 1V. Enlarge your vecabulary,

Directions. Select 5 words from the wordlist and fill them in the blanks with correct

form,
incredulous miracle compulsory delightful appreciative thrive
1) He that will must rise at five; but he that will never may lie till
eleven. GEAEW R, LEFAE.)
2) Education is for children over seven years old in China.
3) It was even more that he survived the big earthquake,
4) 1 wish you a voyage.
5) The artist was rather of the beautiful landscape beside the lake.

,o‘omo . SIS GG P e e e -
¢ Keys to the Exercises .
* e e eI ® GG GG S S 0.
Part 1.

Omitted.
Part 11,

REAMEE? KA M, EATEBL NI FILMESEENR EALK
KACEMBERE R BUR T T AL BB R, REZH — A PR AR, RN
FHREE RO, MMIHRE SN AR K, WA B R, TR
5, MRKARALI RS MEK, RBRZHSILRBE RGBS, RERKF
FoE, IR EARAKMIESE B WA . XTI UL, b B BT 5 T A4 1 2 A K B 2 g
MEI R BE R BT . W HOR UL, MM E RN RN EHLE — L E AL TR R R H xR
—HEMERNIER FERETA.

Part 111,
DF 2) T HT

Part IV,
1) thrive 2) compulsory 3) miraculous 4) delightful 5) appreciative
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Auld Lang Syne—The World’s National Anthem
(ZEHRPFT(REHAKIK))

by Stephen Lynch

Depending on where you celebrate New Year’'s Eve tonight, the turntables will spin
Prince’s 1999, Barry Manilow’s It’s Just Another New Year’s Eve s or even, heaven forbid,
Will Smith’s Will 2K.

But at midnight, in almost every nightclub and home, on every television and radio, the
song will be the same: Auld Lang Syne.

“It just fits the moment,” says Tyrone Traher, who has studied the origins of the song.
“It’s traditional. Kind of like how Amazing Grace is always played at a funeral, ”

Except that most people can make it past the first line of Amazing Grace.

“Yes,” Mr. Traher agrees with a chuckle. “No one seems to know all the words. ”

He pauses for a moment.

“Come to think of it, I've honestly never read all the words to the song,” he concedes.

So there you have it: a Gaelic'-riddled song with an old-fashioned melody that many
Americans sing as “Should auld acquaintance be forgot ... ” and then trail off into a hum.

Our national New Year's anthem, How’d it happen? Glad you asked.

Auld Lang Syne means “old long since” and is adapted from a traditional Scottish folk
tune. The basic words date to at least 1711, though some scholars say it was mentioned as
early as 1677, Scottish poet Robert Burns® is credited with first publishing it, in the mid-
1790s, and, researchers say, smoothing out some of the verses and changing the melody.

It wasn’t Burns, however, who turned this misty-eyed tune into a New Year’s tradition.
10



That would be Guy Lombardo®, who first heard the song in his youth from Scottish
immigrants in his hometown of L.ondon, Ontario.

Mr. Traher, who organizes the Royal Canadian Big Band Music Festival and tribute to
LLombardo every year in London, says the song stuck in the musician’s head. When Lombardo
formed an orchestra with his brother in 1919, they arranged the piece and made it part of their
repertoire,

“It seemed appropriate for New Year's—a time to look back,” Mr. Traher says. So when
the Lombardo brothers got the chance to headline a New Year’s Eve party in New York in
1929, they played Auld Lang Syne near midnight, then counted down.

For nearly 50 years after that, Guy Lombardo and his orchestra played New Year’s Eve
radio, and later, television specials from the Waldorf Astoria.

“Prior to Dick Clark, there was Guy Lombardo,” Mr. Traher says, and though Lombardo
died in 1977, Auld Lang Syne became a staple.

Now there are pop versions of the song, disco remixes—even a controversial British
single of the Lord’s Prayer sung to the tune of Auld Lang Syne topping the charts in the
United Kingdom this month. George Reynoso, an independent music retailer in El Paso,
Texas, sells a CD through his Web site (www. newyearseve-song. com) that includes country,
polka® and dance versions of the standard.

“The Lombardo version is sleepy, dreamy, it definitely needed an update,” Mr. Reynoso
says.

He adds that he got the idea from Corrido de Auld Lang Syne, a hard-to-find Mexican
dance version of the song.

“It’s engrained in the consciousness,” Mr. Reynoso says of Auld Lang Syne’s appeal.

And even though people aren’t sure what it means, it sounds sad and soothing at once, he
says. “It’s a song about loss, but also about love—a hope that you’ll see the same people you
love next year.”

Really?

“Well, that’s the way I think about it.” Mr. Reynoso says. “But no, I don’'t know the

words. ”
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