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Preface

Chinese Grammar Wathout Tears 1s designed for for-
eign students at the elementary and intermediate levels.
It may serve either as a reference book to be consulted as
required, or as a textbook to be studied.

The book attempts, through examples and patterns,
to explain structural features with which students typi-
cally experience difficulty 1n the course of their study of
Chinese. Points of grammar are, therefore, addressed
in an order different from that of traditional grammars.

To help students understand the typical features and
basic rules of Chinese, some chapters also contain notes
on mmportant points and common pitfalls; here, Chinese
is contrasted with Englisb and other languages.

The grammatical explanations are given 1n Chinese with
Enghsh translation, and example sentences are given m Chi-

nese characters with Hanyu pinyin transcription.
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Chapter 1 WAYS OF ASKING QUESTIONS

AE R 0] B4 PR, — B T TR B (BEfa ) ) — F RO
wE R (A ).

There are two kinds of questions in Chinese  “Interrogative
sentences’ ask the listener for an answer “Rhetorical questions”

do not ask the hstener to respond

(—IMEOQER—-HENANEL

There are nine kinds of questions which need an answer.

1. %" )

4
+
Questions with “ma” ¢

-

“-014- -

(1) #folef, RE—- AT R 8"  AREATHNF
This kind of question 1s formed by adding “ma” at the end
of a declarative sentence The word order 1s the same as that of
the declarative sentence
1 WEILEA,
WO shi B&ijing ren.
HREIL A G
NI shi B&ijing ren ma?
AR,
Shi. /Bu shu.
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2. REIRWE,

W3 twi shuG Honya,
AR D E N 7

Ni hui shud Hanyd ma?
KR E.

Hun, /BG hut,

3. hESREk.

X1&0 wang jintidn mer ia,
INE4SKBRY 2

X80 Wang jintidn mé & ma?
XS KEK, /AR BET.
Dul, ta jintian méi ta. /Bu,1d 1&i le,

Q)HEHEREN, B R, ARERTRAE @) %,
W EEE, MEASSE, BB E MRS AT H. 27
Rl FAERBhEWFE,

The affirmative answer of the question is to repeat the main
verb. Sometimes, “shi, dui” or “eng” can be used to answer such
questions. If there 1s an auxihary word in the question, the aux-
iliary verb should be repeated. If “le, zhe, guo™ or some other
complement follows the verb, it should be included in the an-
swer.

1. e BITHRIET o
Ta g& wd di didnhud le.
L HRITRIE TH?
Ta gé& nf da didmhud le ma?
17, /"BHET.

D4 le. Méeydu dd,
2. XAFRPRBRR.
2
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Zhe bén shd wd mingtidn kéan de wén.
BEBHRHXBEREG?
Zhe bén shil T mingtian kdn de wén ma?
BRsE. AR
Kan de won. /Kan bu wan,

HE X P 6] 4 B R R — MR T

Nete: This type of question generally has a rising intonation.

2. “IB” B &) ) !

Questions with “ba”
’

RBIF+ B+ 7" FRARBHANE - EHRREH
MEE THith, ERAG2RE, HEMNOS,
This kind of sentence 1s used when the speaker has a surmise
about a thing or a condition, bat 15 not quite sure, so the sen-
tence has a tone of conjecture.
1. ZRBE .
Zhd shi w nl’ér,
R R ILE?
Zheé shi i ni’ér ba?
2(8) /%,
Shi{de) /dui.
2. S KRKARERT,
T4 jintidn b hui 1&1 le,
S KRR TR?
Ta jinti@n bl hw & le ba?
o AREET
Dur, bu hut 161 le.

3. BEART .



% RSB aE 054

W3 chirguo fan le
PRIz iR TR
NI chguo fon e ba?
770 W S
Chiguo le
EREAAR EEA N OERSENT B 27
Note: The structure of sentence, the way to answer 1t and
the intonation are the same as in questions with “ma”

.““..“‘
+3.9F+7 :

Sentence +7 ¢

L S e 2 1'---.--.-»-.-'

(1) X#E0) K ERLHE AN,

This type of sentence should be uttered with a nsing intona-

b B

tion
(2) RAMER, £+, 18 A% % 848 8% st
This type of question expresses a conjecture, estimation,
etc ., for which the questioner hopes to get confirmation from
the listener
1. b B ER K,
TG zuijin shéntl bu tai hdo
B iR SR K 472
TG zuin shénfl bu tén hao?
=2 (89) 3%,
Shi{de) /Du.
2 BERE,
WO déng giche,
R E"
NI d&ng qicha?
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R(H) /3o
Shi{de)/Dul

e #hET .

Ta yiiiog huiguo le.
e LbiET?

T4 ylfing huigud le?
(8 /%
Shi(de) /Dun,
¥

WO xuexi Zhdngwen,
R 3 Y

NT xuexi Zhdngwen?
()7
Shi(de)/Du,

EEXFRANERAN AT + G+ MO B+ 7
e Bl

Note: Such sentences are not used as widely and freely as

questitons with “ma” and questions with “ba”

AT e | A 8 S A AL A | e ol it d A

+ 4. FEEREE (A1) ;
: Questions with an interrogative pronoun #
Tttt b - | At A 1A A mo-ouo«-o-u’
W AR ARA

These are the most frequently used 1nterrogative pronouns:
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BE (= B RE (44w
QUERIED ITEMS INTERROGATIVE PRONOUNS
FIA B4y A AN
people, things shui, shenme .ng
[A] 7 2 R B4 E(a)E
method, state z&nme .z&n(me)yang
o} bt K4 B4
reason weishenme . zénme
(1) B[] 5 2 LR
time, place shenme shihou, jididn
Z K B8 LR )
duachang shijdan., ndr{nah}
] ¥ B ESNIR
number du@shao . )f
[r Bt E £ + &
degree “dud” + adjective
1. BEAE,

W34 zhta Xide Wang.
I ([ A)
NT zhdo shui? {(inquiring about person)
(REIDME.
(W3 zhdio) Xitia wang.
2. REREET.
W3 xthuan chr idozi,
WER 247 (B1EH)
NT xthuan chi shénme? (1nquiring about a thing)
(REXZIET,
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(W& xthuan) chi ozl
3 REX EE,
WO yaa zhe ge mianbao.
SRR ERe (FHEH)
Ni yoa nd ge manbdo? (1nquiring about a thang)
(RE)XA,
(W6 yao) zhe ge
4. MAREFKHERIET .
Zudtion wd qu Youy! shangdion le.
MEROREEEILT 7 () o )
Zuotion nl qu ndr le? (ainquiring about a place)
REREBET .
W& qu Yduy) shingdian le.
S MBAsEEE,
T3 mingnidn hu gud,
st 285 B H 2 (o) &6 ] )
T& shénme shihou hur gud? (1nquiring about the
time of an event)

B,
Mingridn,
6. BET_RT.
Xidnzd shi’ér didin le,
BEIJLRT? (EatmE)
Xiinzdr Ji didin le? (inquiring about the time)
+-RKT.
Shi’ér didin e,
7 BERAI EE,
W3o man hang ge micnbdo.



&

N daddtigtafa

BT R R e T e e I . T T W R R R R

HENLA TR (H%E)

NI m&n T ge micnbdo? (inquiring about a number)
L

Liding ge.

BERESERE .+ A,

Féngpian 11 yOu ershi ge ren.

BEBEZD(M)AT (BIKER)

Fangnan I ydu dudshao (ge) ren? {inqurrmg about a num-
ber)

~Zt+t A

Ershi ge rén.

CRBRA—I—-H

Zhexigé dongxi yigong yibdi kud,

RER I/ ([A45H)

Zhéxi@ dongxT yigdng dudshao qién? {(mquiring about a
number)

—H#—HR,

Yigong yibdn kudu,

10. hEAEENRXERABEST .

11.

X130 Wang bu néng ctnjd zhe ¢ zhGodduhui le.

PEAF LR ESMRARAFST (FHEREE)

XG0 Wang weaishénme bu néng ¢cn)id zhé ¢i zhGodihul 1e?
{inquiring about a reason)

HARBERT .

Yinwé: 10 shéngbing le.

ATXRT

Ta bu goaxing le.

fEARRENT 2 (RFEH)



