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Encyclopedic Reading in English

1. Entering Universities

Universities and colleges are schools that continue a person's education beyond high
school. A university or college education helps men and women enjoy richer, more
meaningful lives. It prepares many people for professional careers' as doctors, engineers,
lawyers, or teachers. It also gives a person a better appreciation” of such fields as art,
literature, history, human relations, and science. In doing so, a university or college
education enables individuals to participate with greater understanding in community
affairs’. ¥ Y

Colleges and universities state their entrance requirements in their @talogs They
nearly always r qulre a transcript® (copy) of an applicant's’ high school credits®, as well as
letters of reco mendatlon Entrance examinations are generally given several months
before the school term begms Freshmen usually take the intelligence and aptitude tests®
during an orientation period, frequently ‘called freshman week at colleges and universities
in the United States.

People without a high school diploma should not assume’ that higher education is
closed to them. Many colleges and universities admit men and women who have not
completed high school. This procedure'” allows the schools to serve an increasing number
of adults seeking continuing education. It also helps extend educat10nal opportunities to such
people as military veterans'! and members of minority groups'”. Before enrolling such
applicants, the university or college evaluates”® their work experience and reviews their
scores on special tests. These tests are designed to measure whether a person's knowledge

is equivalent'* to that of an average high school graduate.

' professional career: )£
> appreciation: JAF{, %A
3 community affairs: X 3%
* transcript (of credits): AT
E applicant: HiiE &
¢ credit: %747
7 freshman: K% —FHFE
 the intelligence and aptitude test: % Sy R
o assume: AN, fRE
0 procedure: ifF, T4, FJF
"l yeteran: BILFEN, EF
> minority group: />H Ik
3 evaluate: PFAf, VFHT
4 equivalent: % T, T, Hoee Eh=9'8



Unit 1 Universities and Colleges

1. Find out the English equivalents of the following Chinese terms from the passage.

1L ANZ#E&M (ERO 5. BlkiEds, X
2. AT, KEROLFH ' 6. RHX

3. ¥ 7. B A

4. NEER : 8. /5

I1. Answer the following questions briefly.

1. How does a university or college help students? (par. 1)

2. What is an applicant required to do in order to enter a university or college? (par. 2 )

3. What are freshmen usually asked to do-after entering university? (par. 2 )

4. Apart from those with high school diplomas, what kinds of applicants does a university
or college also admit? (par.3) :

5. How does a university or college enroll the students without a high-school diploma?

(par.3)

v % 2. School Organization

(1) The c‘ampus is the land on which a college or umverslty stands. The main
buildings on a campus usually include classroom buildings, an admiﬁlsfratlon building, a
library, laboral:orles a gymnasium, an athletic field and stadlummones Many
institutions have a bulldmg, often called a student union', where social gatherings, plays,
and dances may be l\leld Many of today's universities and colleges have more than one
campus.

(2) - Administration. The organization of state, province, and city-supported
institutions? is generally about the same as that of other universities and colleges. They
usually offer about the same courses of study, although state institutions often emphasize’
technical and professional education more than private schools.

(3) In most cases, a president or chancellor* is the chief administrator of a university
or college. Other officials handle educational programs, registration, management of funds,
and collection of tuition. A dean of students’ helps direct discipline® and advise students.

(4) Each college or separate school’ of a university generally has an academic® dean or

"union: KFAEEFE

2 institution: FLH (AR EFFERD)

? emphasize: i

.~ chancellor: (k) KK, BEHK . (ER. BEA%L) B2
\/ a dean.of students: ¥4, T E(E

¢ discipline: VIl 5%

7school: (BEALTR) K% B

8 academic: FAK



Encyclopedic Reading in English

director. He or she leads the faculty in preparing the course of study for the college or
school, and takes part in university planning.

(5) Faculty includes the teachers of a college or university. A college's faculty is
divided into departments. Each department deals with one general course of study, such as
English, mathematics, or physics. Each department has a chairman, who is usually a
professor. Under the chairman are other professors, associate professors, assistant
professors', and instructors. Some departments also have teaching fellows or research
fellows®. These are graduate students who teach or do research part-time. Some faculties
include scientists or other workers whose main activity is research, not teaching. Their
research is supported by the institution or by funds granted the institution by individuals® or
groups having specific research interests. The institutions do much research under contract’
with the federal government.

(6) The student body of a university or college is divided into graduates and
undergraduates. Graduates have already received their bachelor's degree and are working
more or less independently for a master's or doctor's degree. Undergraduates are studying
for their bachelor's degree. The undergraduates belong to one of four classes—freshman,
sophomore, junior, and senior—according to year of study. Most schools also admit special
students. These students take a number of courses, but do not work toward a degree.

(7) The calendar is the program of a school year. It is divided according to one of
three systems. The most common system divides the calendar into two semesters of about
16 weeks each. The first semester begins in August or September. The second semester
begins in January or early February. The school year ends in May or June with
commencement’, or graduation exercises. Many schools also hold a six- to eight-week
summer session®. By attending school all year, students may graduate in three years instead
of four.

(8) In the quarter system, the year is divided into four quarters of 10, 11, or 12 weeks
cach. The first quarter begins in the fall. Winter holidays come between the first and
second quarters, and spring holidays between the second and third. Many students do not
attend the fourth, or summer, quarter. The trimester system’ divides the year into three

trimesters of about 15 weeks each.

' assistant professor: W) B HEE (HEURLAK I 8IS -y
 teaching fellow or research fellow: #0°7 A b1 St FA R

¥ individual: ™A

' contract: %

* commencement: VAL

¢ summer session: & Jif] " Y

" trimester system: "7 ]



Unit 1 Universities and Colleges

1. Find out the English equivalents of the following Chinese terms from the passage.

1. K 15. KZA (KRAE)
2. fT BN Kk 16. #1240

3. WKRE, HRE 17. Wit 240

4. AE1E 18. #2407

5. &3 19. RE—FEREAE
6. TH& 20. K¥ FEHFE
7. KERK 21. RE=ZFHHEE
8. ¥ 22. KEENFERFEE
9. () U 23. K&h

10. REE 24. ¥

11. BI#E#H 25. ¥

12. BhEH 26. 2%

13. #Um, Htib 27. (—24F) DU
14. R4 28. (—FE) =R

I1. Answer the following questions briefly.

1. What is the difference between state institutions and private schools in terms of courses
offered? (par. 2) '

2. What are the responsibilities of an academic dean? (par. 4)

3. How is the faculty in a department usually organized? (par. 5)

4. Who grants funds for scientific research of the faculty? (par. 5)

5. What are the three systems of a school calendar? (par. 7—par. 8)

111. Discussion.
What are the similarities and differences between an American university or college and

yours in China?

3. Harvard University

A Brief Introduction
(1) Harvard University is a private, coeducational' institution of higher education in

Cambridge, Massachusetts, and is the oldest college in the United States.
(2) Harvard was founded in 1636 by the Great and General Court of the
Massachusetts Bay Colony”. It was opened for instruction two years later and named in

! coeducational: B L& KHIK)
? Massachusetts Bay Colony: S§¥& ZE AR
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1639 for' English clergyman® John Harvard, its first benefactor’. The college at first lacked
substantial endowments’ and existed on gifts from individuals and the General Court.
Harvard gradually acquired considerable autonomy’ and private financial support,
becoming a chartered’ university in 1780. Today it has the largest private endowment of
any university in the world.

(3) Sponsored’ by Henry Rosovsky, former dean of the faculty of arts and sciences
(1973—1984), the undergraduate elective system, or General Education Program, was
replaced in 1979 by a Core Curriculum® intended to prepare well-educated men and women
for the challenges of modern life. Students are now required to take courses for the
equivalent of an academic year in each of five areas: literature and arts, history, social
analysis and moral reasoning, science, and foreign cultures. In addition to the new
curriculum, students must spend roughly the equivalent of two years on courses in a field
of concentration and one year on elective courses. Students must also demonstrate
competence in writing, mathematics, and a foreign language.

(4) From its earliest days Harvard established and maintained a tradition of academic
excellence and the training of citizens for national public service. Among many notable
alumni® are the religious leaders Increase Mather and Cotton Mather; the philosopher and
psychologist William James; and men of letters'® such as Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry
David Thoreau, James Russell Lowell, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Robert Frost, and T. S.
Eliot. More U.S. presidents have attended Harvard than any other college: John Adams,
John Quincy Adams, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and John F. Kennedy. A
sixth, Rutherford B. Hayes, was a graduate of Harvard Law School, which also counts' the
jurist'” Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., and Felix Frankfurter among its alumni.
Undergraduate Activities

(5) During their freshman year, students live in halls" within Harvard yard, a walled
enclosure containing several structures from the early 18th century now used as
dormitories, dining facilities, libraries, and classrooms. Sophomores, juniors, and seniors
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