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Yuanmingyuan Park ——

At the mention of Yuanmingyuan (Garden of Perfect
Splendor), Chinese people always feel a sense of pride, but
also a sense of duty to restore its past glory.

The western suburbs of ancient Beijiing have rolling green
hills such as the Western Hills, Yuquan (Jade Spring) Hill and
Wanshou (Longevity) Hill and numerous lakes formed from
underground water resources from Yuguan Hill and the Wanguan
River. This network of water has been called "Sea of
Lakes." =

More than 300 years ago, the Qing emperors (from Emperor
Kangxi to emperors of Yongzheng, Qianlong, Jiaqing, Daoguang
and Xianfeng) ordered the constr 2 uction of Yuanmingyuan
—= an imperial summer resort in Beijing's western suburbs.
During a period of more than 150 years, painstaking construction
and repeated expansion turned Yuanmingyuan into a vast
landscape garden covering an area of 350 hectares. It was
famous for its natural beauty of vast expanses of lakes and
rivers, thriving trees, winding streams, and dramatic waterfalls.
A host of pavilions, terraces and halls with unique architectural
features further enhanced the charm of the "Garden of
Gardens." The bridges —— more than 200 spanning a maze of
streams, lakes and rivers ——linked some 100 scenic spots
throughout the whole garden into an integral and superb
wonder.

As a matchless masterpiece of garden architecture in China"s
history, Yuanmingyuan embodied the traditional style of Chinese
park and garden construction,and absorbed styles popular in
northern China and south of the Yangtze River, reflecting
both the charm of south China and the magnificence of

Beiling. By borrowing European architectural styles,

An Eternal Monument

Yuanmingyuan also blended the loftiness and spaciousness of
European architecture into the picturesaque scenery manifested
in the oriental architectural complex. So poets at one time
extolled Yuanmingyuan as a world with wonderful scenes of
Heaven and Earth because of the clever combination of
harmonious beauty found in ancient and contemporary China,
south and north, and East and West.

In expressing his admiration for the unsurpassed miracle
created by human kind, the French writer Victor Hugo said
that the nation like a superman collected everything it had
ever dreamed of into Yuanmingyuan.

Yuanmingyuan was the crystallization of wisdom of the
Chinese people and the pride of the Chinese nation.

"A. nation is bound to be beaten when it is backward."

During the 19th century, the industrial revolution stimulated
capitalism into the fast lane of development. Meanwhile, the
Qing court was indulging its illusion of being a great country,
having no thought of making progress. In the end, it suffered
disasters one after another inflicted by invaders.

In 1840 when the Opium War came to an end in defeat, the
Qing court was forced to sign a series of humiliating treaties
with the Western big powers. The Qing rulers' concession
caused the unexpected effect of further aggression by the
Western powers. In 1860, the Anglo-French Forces occupied
Beijing. They sacked and looted the treasure that was
Yuanmingyuan and burned it to the ground. The fire burned
for three days and nights.

The destruction of Yuanmingyuan caused unimaginable loss.
The world famous "Garden of Gardens' was left with none

of its past glory or its former beauty, and the Chinese

: ‘
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Yuanmingyuan (Garden of Perfect Splendor) is located in the northwestern suburbs of Beiing, next
to the Summer Palace. On the ruins of this famous imperial garden a theme park has been built.
Yuanmingyua‘n was composed of three independent gardens: Yuanmingyuan, Changchunyuan (Garden
of Eternal Spring) and Qichunyuan (Garden of Blossoming Spring). It covered an area of about 350
hectares. In 1707 Emperor Kangxi of the Qing Dynasty built a garden on this site. In the next 150 years
through the reigns of five emperors — Yongzheng, Qianlong, Jiaaging, Daoguang and Xianfeng — the
gardenwas constantly expanded to become the then largest landscaped imperial garden in the world.
The builders of Yuanmingyuan not only inherited and developed the traditional gardening art of China
by reproducing many famous natural scenes and gardens south of the Yangtze River, but also
introduced some European horticultural techniques. The garden's fascinating power was enhanced
and hills became enlivened by streams and lakes. The man - made landscapes looked very natural.
During its heyday Europeans extolled it as the "Garden of Gardens' and "Versailles of the East'.
Unfortunately this "wonder of human civilization" was sacked, looted and burned to the ground by the
Anglo - French forces in October 1860.

After the founding of the People's Republic in 1949, the Chinese government and the Communist
Party of China paid great attention to the preservation of the ruins. A special administrative office
was set up. The district and municipal governments have placed Yuanmingyuan on a list of key
cultural sites under special protection. Residential land has been requisitioned, and massive reforestation
efforts have been carried out. Many years of work has restored the greater part of the water
system and built green groves of luxuriant trees. Some of its original splendor has reappeared. A
number of important sites have been repaired. A complex of ruins represented by the European
Palaces has taken shape.
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architectural treasures built in the park were completely
destroyed. Victor Hugo condemned the crime and said, "In
facing history, we must Iodtge a protest against these robbers."

Yuanmingyuan suffered continued damage at the hands of
foreign invaders and Chinese warlords and bandits.

After the Revolution of 19Il (led by Dr. Sun Yat-sen) in
overthrowing the Qing Dynasty, the Northern Warlords (1912-
1927) further plundered the garden, cutting down stretches

_of trees for growing crops and shipping off a great amount
of valuable stone materials. Their unrestrained damage reduced
the garden to clusters of ruins and debris.

After the founding of the People's Republic of China in
1949, the Chinese government issued documents to emphasize
the importance of the preservation of the ruins. Great progress
has since been made. However, during the disastrous Cultural
Revolution (1965-75), the garden did not escape but suffered
another historical catastrophe.

Knowledgeable Chinese people feel deeply saddened and
aggrieved by their awareness of the crimes committed at
Yuanmingyuan by foreign invaders and of Chinese looters.
One may wonder why China, a big country with abundant
natural resources and the largest population in the world,
could be defeated by foreign invaders from afar, and why
the Chinese nation with an ancient civilization of over 5,000
years could allow traitors at home to devastate the garden.

Yuanmingyuan is a scar on the Chinese nation, which should
admonish the Chinese people never to forget the tragedy
and humiliation inflicted on the Chinese nation.

The historic tragedy has encouraged the Chinese people
to go all out to achieve great success, and to ponder what
is the real value of Yuanmingyuan.

China's reform and opening-up to the outside world starting

from the late 1980s that has been hailed as the arrival of a

new spring in the country also has opened a new leaf in the
history of Yuanmingyuan.

The ordinary Chinese people have showed their special
concern for Yuanmingyuan and experts have been in discussion
about what should happen to Yuanmingyuan.

In my opinion, the value of Yuanmingyuan comes from its
tragedy. It should be left as a memorial, a "Garden of the
Chinese Nation's Humiliation.” The ruins will remind later
generations of Chinese people: "The root of defeat is
backwardness, and ignorance is the enemy of civilization."

The photographer Liu Jiwen was born and raised in Beijiing.

Ever since he chose photography as his career, his shooting

“has focused on the ruins of Yuanmingyuan. His photographs

cover every corner of the ruins from various angles and
record efforts in salvaging cultural relics and reconstructing
sites at different periods of times over the past century.
His pride and sorrow are reflected in the pictures he has
taken for years and further is his purpose of moving the
Chinese people and gaining the sympathy of friends abroad
as they acknowledge the China of today and yesterday.

Liu Jiwen's works on the natural scenery and the
architectural remnants of the Yuanmingyuan complex are
different from any others. His every piece evokes feelings
for Chinese viewers of both pride and shame as voices echo
in mind. say: "Farewell to national humiliation; rejuvenate the
Chinese nation."

Han Zishan

(Professor of the School of Fine Arts

under Qinghua University)
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Liu Jiwen was born in 1966 in Beijing and grew up in the
capital city. He graduated from the People's University of
China in 1992 after finishing all the advanced courses of
study the department of journalism required for photography.
Actually, he began going in for photography in 1985.

At present, Li Jiwen is the chief photographer of
Yuanmingyuan Administrative Office. His photographic work
entitled "Ruins of Yuanmingyuan Shines Brightly as the
Sunset! has won the first award of Yuanmingyuan
Photographic Competition on series of Beiing historical sites.
His other works 'Flying Pigeons Welcome the Return of
Hong Kong to its Motherland" and "Yesterday, Today and
Tomorrow" were the silver and bronze-prize winners of the
national photographic competition in 1998. He has been
crowned an outstanding award of the National Nikon Cup
Photographic Competition on Human and Society for his
photograph "When one Place Is in Trouble, Assistance Comes
from All Quarters'. In addition, he has won the bronze
awards of Maodun Cup Photographic Competition for his
"Tongxiang City Today as the Rising Morning Sun' in 1997
and a golden award of the First National Peasant Festival
for his "Reminiscences of Yesterday' in 1999. His "Aspiration
of the Ancient City of Pingyao'! was chosen to be on
display during the national photographic exhibition on Praise
of Our Motherland in 1997. Many of his works on the return
of Hong Kong and Macao to their motherland have been
collected in the "On the Same Day in China" and "On the
Day of Macao's Return to Its Mother" albums. He was also
the initiator of organizing the Photographic Exhibition on
Earthqguake Relief Work held in China Beijing Opera Theater
in early 1998.

He has published two picture albums. The Beiing TV Station
has produced a special program about his deeds in the
Interview of Celebrities. Liu Jiwen is the vice present of
the Photography on the Populace he initiated in 1998.
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Yuanmingyuan, the oldest of the three gardens, covered one third of the total
area of the larger Yuanmingyuan. Its ground was divided into the Court Area in
front and the Residential Area in the rear, a place that best symbolized the
principle of "the emperor administrating state affairs with perseverance and
continuity." It originated as a garden bestowed by Emperor Kangxi on his fourth
son, the future Emperor Yongzheng. Smallscale construction of the park began in
1707, the 46th year of Emperor Kangxi's reign. On his ascension to the throne in

1723 Emperor Yongzheng promoted it to an imperial garden, and in the 13 years of
his rule expansion continued. By 1744, the ninth year of Emperor Qianlong's reign,

forty landscaped views had been completed. In that year court painters Tang Dai
and Shen Yuan drew separate color paintings for the sites and Emperor Qianlong

wrote a poem for each. The paintings are today kept in the French National Library
of Paris.

The landscaped views were concentrated in small groups that were spread on a
large scale. Its broad range of themes included replicas of famous gardens in other
places, scenes inspired by poems and paintings, depiction in fairy tales and many
structures with special functions such as court offices, residential palaces, ancestral
temples, Buddhist sites, book depositories, theaters and a palace market.
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