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FOREWORD

By Sujiu Zhang

It has been thirty - four years since our father General Zhang Zhizhong
passed away. In all those years, there was not a single moment that we, his sons
and daughters did not miss our loving father. We want to express our eternal
memory of him and his life in the most appropriate way.

As our father witnessed and personally took part in many epochal events in
China’ s contemporary history, many had written about him, the historical events
he was involved in and his famous associates, both during his life time and after
his death. Since China introduced reforms and opened itself up to the outside
world, and encouraged emancipating one’s mind, a new generation of scholars
and experts have published quite a few monographs about our father, dramatists
have produced TV serials about him and his part in historical events. Many of his
associates have written memoirs about him. We have now collected some first-
hand materials and photographs that have never been published before. We wish
to dedicate this pictorial to his memory.

As a result of the lapse of time and the catastrophe brought on by the Cul-
tural Revolution, many of the rare photographs of our father were lost or de-
stroyed. These photos that we are publishing survived that disaster. They caught
precious historical moments and would help readers and friends gain a better
understanding of the aspirations of our father and his generation for China’s
unification, national unity and a strong and prosperous China.

Our father was born into a poor family. His mother taught him to endure
hardships by “biting ginger and drinking vinegar” . In his early years, he led a
vagrant life, tried to get some education, joined the army and saw action. He
endured many indescribable hardships. He was determined to serve his country
by joining the revolution. He studied successively at the Paoting Military A-
cademy and worked at the Whampoa (Huangpu) Military Academy, and became
lifelong friends of Chiang Kai-shek and Zhou Enlai and many historical figures.
He was a famous commander in the War of Resistance Against Japanese Ag-
gression with many successes to his credit. In 1932, when the Chinese nation
was faced with the danger of national subjugation, he personally asked to help the
famous campaign of “January 28” (1932) and on “August 13” (1937) he made
his way to lead the army fighting against the Japanese aggressors.

General Zhang Zhizhong was a brilliant military commander. But he never
fought the Communists. He loved peace dearly, and worked untiringly to safe-
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guard national unity. During the ’40s, he flew to Xinjiang many times, and
successfully thwarted the separatist movements in Ili, Tacheng and Ashan and
upheld peace and unity.

In 1945, our father was sent by Chiang Kai-shek as the Representative of
the National Government to Yanan. He visited the Communist stronghold three
times, accompanying Mao Zedong to Chongqing for peace talks and escorting him
back to Yanan. In 1949, he served as Chief Delegate of the Nationalist Party in
peace talks with the Communists in Peiping. To celebrate the founding of the
People’s Republic, he stood on Tiananmen together with the Communist leaders.
He became known as “The General of Peace” and “The General for Peace
Talks”.

After the liberation, together with Zhou Enlai and others, our father worked
untiringly for the solution of the Taiwan Issue so as to bring about national
re-unification. He maintained contact with Nationalist leaders until the advent of
“the Cultural Revolution”.

Our father made outstanding contributions to the cause of the unification of
the Chinese nation and national liberation because he was passionately dedicated
to his country. He was sincere, loyal, and straight forward with friends, thereby
gaining their trust and confidence. He remonstrated with Chiang Kai-shek on
many occasions. He also frankly stated his views to Mao Zedong. All who knew
him praised him for his sincerity and candidness.

After the founding of the People’s Republic, General Zhang worked closcly
with the Communists, and participated in building the country politically and e-
conomically. He became Vice President of the Standing Committee of National
People’s Congress, Vice Chairman of the Committee on National Defense,
Member of the State Military Commission. He was Deputy Chief of the North-
western Military and Political Council and worked closely with Marshall Peng
Dehuai and Xi Zhongxun, who later became a Vice Premier.

As preparatory work went ahead with publication of this pictorial, we asked
uncle Xi Zhongxun to write an introduction. Even though he was already seriously
ill, he generously accepted our request and completed the writing without delay.
We are distressed that he passed away before this pictorial could see the light of
day. His words turned out to be his last tribute to a true friend.

As the pictorial finally comes out, thanks are due to my elder sister Zhang
Suwo, who first conceived of the idea of publishing a book of photos and won
support from all my brothers and sisters. Our thanks also go to executives and
editors of Tuanjie (Unity) Publishers, without whose assistance, this pictorial
would never have been completed. We would also like to acknowledge contri-

butions from all relatives and friends who provided us with invaluable photographs
and materials.
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