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Cultural Buddhist Temple

Abstract

The book takes Hongfu Temple as a study object. The fol-
lowing methods are employed during the investigation: emic/et-
ic observation, face to face/ telephone interview, field investi-
gation, geographical cartography, consulting the local docu-
ments, etc. In writing, such theories and methods as functional
analysis and symbolic analysis of anthropology, diachronic/syn-
chronic comparison, landscape analaysis, functional divisions,
cultural ecology, etc. are used in the book. There are about
250, 000 characters in the book which is divided into eleven
parts. The first part is the introduction and the last one is the
conclusion. The other nine parts separately describe in detail
the historical turns of Hongfu Temple, its natural’human envi-
ronment, the architecture of the temple, its functional division
and management, the temple economic, its cultural ecology,
the life of Buddhists and lay Buddhists and the religious activi-
ties. It gives a deeper analysis to some aspects. The book holds
that the historical fate of Hongfu Temple was influenced by the
social environment of politics, economy and military affairs of its
time. Hongfu Temple can be regarded as an organic combination

of its historical remains and the modern social reality. At pres-



ent it can be regarded as a reflection of such factors as geogra-
phy, ecology and human. The unity and opposition of the holy
space and the secular space has its deeper causes. The interac-
tion of the two spaces makes themselves adjust to each other and
causes themselves to change. The existence of Hongfu Temple ,
just like other temples in China, has both positive functions and
negative functions. At present, it has more positive functions
than negative ones.

As a miniature of Buddhism temples, some aspects of
Hongfu Temple have plentiful and profound meanings.

Key words: Hongfu Temple, Buddhism, temple culture,
Cultural Anthropology, Cultural Geography, Buddhists of Hong-

fu Temple, religious activities
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