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that all of the speeches are like discerning eyes able to tell
pearls from fish eyes.

Though being one of the four large families in the
county historically, Wang’ s family of Jingsheng, Lingshi
was rarely recorded in various historical materials except its
family tree and the county annals. As known only from the
“Tablet Record of Wang’" s Source and Course of Jingsheng
Village” inscribed on the tombstone of its first ancestor,
early in Tianqi Period, Ming Dynasty, Wang' s family has
been so prosperous that those family members as scholars
handed down the Confucian classics and histories from gen-
eration to generation, with outstanding figures emerging a-
mong them one after another; those family members as
farmers had fertile farmland left behind so that their de-
scendants could sit idle and enjoyed rich and fruitful prop-
erty; those family members as workmen mastered various
skills, with superb workmanships attained in succession;
and those family members engaged in commerce eamned
profits everywhere and possessed capital of thousands upon
thousands. Wang’ s family was not only outstandingly re-
puted in neighborhood and ranked first in prosperity in the
county, but also had its one branch having moved to Henan
called giant family and another branch having settled down
in Shandong as prosperous as the family in homeland. Ob-
viously, as a distinguished family in a corner of homeland,
it enjoyed so high reputation in the circles of scholars,
farmers, workmen and merchants and even dared to boast of

itself to such extent in late Ming Dynasty and went in for
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large — scale construction 1o build so large luxury residences
that its power, pursuit, reliance and momentum can be
imagined.

Such kind of excellent legacies as left behind by the
ancestors of Wang's family has been rarely seen in the world
today and, therefore, persons with breadth of vision at the
upper and lower levels spread the news everywhere, release
heart voices, wholeheartedly make its development and
protection, lose no time in making decisions, make investi-
gation and sightseeing, or write articles and poems upon
feeling. Those who write articles include experts, profes-
sors, writers, correspondents, social elites and other his-
toric - site lovers and tour lovers. They make extensive
survey and comprehensive view and analyse in an all ~ round
way, select one side lo make unearthing in depth, deseribe
impressions from every aspect, or intone and chant in bits.
Since Wang’ s Grand Courlyard was formally opened to
public in 1997, a great number of such articles are pub-
lished on the newspapers and periodicals at home and
abroad, of which those having heen seen are collected and
compiled into a book after being agreed with by the authors,
which both satisfies the need of the broad tourists for further
recognizing Wang' s Grand Courtyard and collects and keeps
the precious materials of Wang’ s family as should be done
originally by Wang" s family itself. However, due to our
limited experiences and limited level, it will be hard 1o aveid
the regrets of omitting pearls or the failure to satisfy every-

body. But it is happy that we will continue to collect the
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whatever society, yet in the rigidly stratified age, no matter
how much money you had and no matter to what degree your
life was luxurious, you should take it easy to build houses
and buildings. Here the deriving of name of Red - gate
Fortress architectural complex of Wang’s Grand Courtyard is
taken as an example.

Just as its name implies, Red - gate Castle was named
for its gate in red color. Why should it be painted red? The
answer was a story that the original “Plainness is Happiness”
court in the east lane of civil unit a was built by Wang
Zhongji, the grandson of Wang’s sixteenth generation. After
the residence court was built up, the big gate was painted
red for avoiding evil spirits and pursuing luckiness. Unex-
pectedly some one lodged an accusation against him for going
against the emperor. The government of Qing Dynasty very
soon instructed the Tour Inspection Council to assign an of-
ficial to make check. Fortunately, Wang’ s family had per-
sons holding the posts of Langzhong or Zhushi in the Min-
istries of Penalty and Revenue, who were well informed of
this news and had the secret in formation senl to Wang
Zhongji. Wang Zhongji mediated the relafions with various
aspects on the one hand and painted the big gate green al-
ternatively, and painted the castle gate red on the other, to
change the nature of the problem and avoid a great misfor-
tune.

The feudal society was rigidly stratified. Not only there
were grades for officials, but also even the number of

dwelling houses as well as the colored paintings and painting
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the armed rebellion made Wang® s person find favor with
three emperors, and three emperors all offered official posts
to Wang’ s family members” . As can be seen from what is
mentioned above, how the government of Qing Dynasty
trusted Wang's family.

After having taken the road of merchants, officials and
combined merchants and officials and became a local famous
industrial and commercial moneybag and big bureaucratic
gentry. Wang' s family begun 1o go in for large - scale con-
struction and build residences. 1t has buill Red — gate Castle
architectural complex composed of 88 large and small
courtyards and 776 houses in more than 50 years, with a
total area of up 1o 25000 m>. Red - gate castle was built at
the fool of a hill, with a slope road lying between in sonth —
north direction, which was paved with cobble. The castle
was divided into four Jia, i. e., bottom Jia, second Jia, third
Jia and top Jia, lJia referring to luxury residence. As people’s
saying goes, Red — gate Caslle is just like a giant dragon,
with the castle gate and botiom Jia situated in the south
composing the dragon head and dragon neck, the east and
west water wells in bottom Jia as dragon eyes, the cobble
slope road as dragon body and dragon scales, the east and
west lanes of other various Jia as dragon claws and the cy-
press on the north fortress wall as dragon tail. Apart from the
bottom lia as dragen nock, the layout of red - gate fortress is
a modeling of Chinese character “ T.” composed of three
harizontal strokes and one vertical stroke. Such a means with

Chinese characters embellishing buildings aims at attracting
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the shape of Chinese character “# " (long life) both showed
that only the Chinese ancient architecture rooted in the
adobes of national culture can have so marvelous phe-
nomenon.

Viewed in the artistic light, residence courts are the
condensed multiple art of aesthetics, ethics, folklore
and architecture and add rich quality suggestive of po-
etry or painting

On August 18, last vear, Gaojiaya architectural com-
plex of Wang's Grand Courtyard was formally opened in the
status of “China Citizen” s Residence Art House” and im-
mediately caught the attention of the common people. On
August 18, this year, Red — gate Fortress, another group of
architecture complexes of larger scale of Wang” s Grand
Courtyard, will face common people in the appearance of
“Wang' s Museum”, which will surely make you appreciate
more meticulously the e¢legant demeanor of Shanxi” s mer-
chants and the unique charm of Chinese citizen’ s residence
architectural art.

“Built on the earth with detail taken from heaven;
exquisite carving art matchless in the world” the inscription
of Liu Jinzhung, the senior architect with the Chinese Citizen
Residence Research Department, is just the concrete ex-
planation of the high praise”national treasure, human trea-
sure and priceless treasure; worth coming a hundred times,
worth seeing a hundred times and wish to climb up one more
storey” of Zheng Xiaoxie, an architectural authority of the

old generation of China.
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