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Pre-reading Questions

M 1. How much do you know about Alfred Nobel?
2. What kind of award is the Nobel Prize?
3. To whom do you think the Nobel Prize should be awarded?

Aifred Nobel:
A Man of Peace

1 The newspaper reported the death of Alfred Nobel on April 13, 1888. The newspaper

called him a person who traded in death, because he had g’%vg:;‘l’(gped and sold explosives.
In fact, Alfred Nobel’s business had made him a very I‘I\/C/h ‘man. The newspaper story
continued, giving Alfred Nobel’s age, r}gnygn and other information about his busines§.
However, the words about “trading in death” were all that the 55-year-old man read.

2 Alfred Nobel put down thd i‘e\x‘:ga‘i)éf sadly. No, he wasn’t dead — his brother Ludwig
had died, and the MWspaper had nizﬁé a mistake. é,l!;the same, Alfred Nobel was
worried. Was this the way the world was goinggg;éﬁlembéf ﬁl%‘f" ‘He did not like that idea
éifa'h'?)He had spent his life working for peace-in the world, and batg,d war. He cre ted his

7 7

. . . J y ol o\ C 6 = .
explosive to save lives — lives that were lost }geicause other explosives werefdangero J to use.

ygel.

He wanted p%%}émember him as a man of peace.

3 Alfred Nobel invented his explosive at a perfect moment in time. Many countries were
beginning to build F'c;;ds through ma?ntains, and needed a Sé__f}g, strong explosive. Alfred
Nobel’s explosive was de/vc}qped for §%§n gace}fq! uses. He aléo thought that if all countries
had the same great Weé anq\ they would §

d
fighting a war would s rely be destroyed. There would be no more wars. Many people of
his day also thought this wa)J"f\ T~

4  Nobel was worried about the way the world looked at him, but he did not know what to

ee hov&' hnxp?§sible war was — that any country

<«

do. He wanted to think of the best way for people to use his money after his death. Th r‘l/}.jn

1895, a man made plans for a journey to the North Po e. Ngbel read about the plan, ar{}i at last

he knew what to do with his rﬁo;r%y He d_Lj(;idCd thit after he died, his money should be used
fora p‘ﬁFe to hqn]0r1p/eople who/did great things in science, writing, and world peace. Men
Ak T bt

43 = - .
FE AU R B A A A s SR 0 report: (L BEHK A HPUA AL dn explosive; kL iy

ABANANL , qn mailman G A R .



or women of any Country might receive the prize.
Alfred Nobel died on December 10, 1896, at

the age of 63. He was unmarried and had no €I3

(62}

children. People all over the world wondered
who was going to get Nobel’s money. They were
very surprised when they learned of Alfred Nobel’s
plan to award prizes every year in the fields of
physics, chemistry, medicine, literature, and €3
peace. The first Nobel Prizes were awarded in

I90i. and they very soon became the greatest
honor that a person could receive in these fields. In 1969. an award for economics was
added. - | '

6. The report of Alfred Nobel’s death had been a mistake, but the decision that he made Y35
as a result finally gave him what he wanted. Alfred Nobel created the Nobel Prize, and now
the world thinks of him the way he wanted to be remembered: Alfred Nobel, a man of peace.

Words: 489
./~ New WOoRbs
report /r1'pxt/ vi. write about sth. that has happened & GgT ()
n. [C] sth. written for what has happened 45, &

death /def/ n. [C; U] the end of life; the state of being dead %F, ZET-
April /'EIpral/ n. [C; U] the fourth month of the year 4 J
call /ka:1/ vt. 1. say or think that sth. or sb. is [A Jge--e- ks 4o ]

2. give aname to iy %; FRIF
trade /treid/ vi. buy or sell goods JL 154, Mdisid 5

. the act of buying and selling 7 5y , 3, 23 5

*explosive /ik'splousiv/ n, [C] a substance that can burst suddenly with a very loud noise }EZ4
business /'biznis/ n. 1. [C] a particular activity to make money 47k

2. [U] buying and selling things 532, pjlk, # 5
continue /kan'tinjus/ v. 1. go on doing or happening 4%, 4k4E

2. start again after a break (P75 - 44
age /eidz/ n. [C] the period of time a person has lived or a thing has existed 4E{%, %
information /,infa'meifan/ n. [U] sth. that gives knowledge in the form of facts {4.8; 158: &
however /hav'eva(r)/ ad. FRIfT, (A
brother /'brada(r)/ n. [CR; 3
remember /ri'memba(r)/ vi. 1. think about with special respect or honor £Z/&

2. keep in memory; call back to mind i fE; A

3. take care not to forget Fzic
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spend /spend/ vt.

*create /kridert/ vr.
save /serv/ v.

*invent /in'vent/ vt.

perfect /'pa:fikt/ a.

begin /bi'gm/ v.
mountain /'mauntin/ n.
peaceful /'pisful/ a.

*weapon /'wepan/ n.
destroy /di'stroi/ vt.
pole /paul/ n.

prize /praiz/ n.

wonder /'wanda(r)/ v.

*award /o'woid/ vit.
n

physics /'fiziks/ n.
chemistry /kemistrt/ n.
medicine /medis(n)n/ n.

*literature /'litaratfa(r)/ n.

*economics /,itka'nomiks, e-/ n.

add /eed/ vt

decision /dr'sizan/ n.

1. use time for sth. fEIsf[A], BT

2. give out money in payment L&k

produce sth. new flli&, GIff

1. take sb. away from danger ¢, g

2. keep sth. for later use Y744; 7

make or produce a new thing or idea for the first time & B, fli&

1. the most suitable &% & 1)

2. so good that it can not be better 2R

3. complete; thorough 524:Hy, +4H)

do or be the first part; make a start I, HF

[C] a very high hill 11}, L

1. without war F1°E/T, 1RA K%M

2. quiet and calm “FE#1], ZHEHY

[C] sth. that one uses for fighting or killing #2¥%

break into pieces; make useless #8, BK

[C] the most northern or southern parts of the Earth or other planets (#hER

S fth R ER ) B AR AL AR

[C] sth. given to the person who wins a game, race, etc. (4 FIRMEH

HY) %, RG, RKE

1. wish to know AB4niE; *f---- RIS

2. feel great surprise 3| {57y

1. [U] a feeling caused by sth. strange, surprising, or beautiful {3y , {51

2. [C] sth. that gives one this feeling 2}, 27

give as the result of an official decision 23, #%¥T

[C] sth. esp. a prize given as the result of an official decision #Z,3 5, %

&

[U] the science that studies matter and natural forces, such as light, heat and

movement 4pHl%:

[U] the science that studies the structure of substances and the way they

change 1t

1. [U] the science of understanding and treating disease [ %

2. [C; U] a substance used for treating disease #5; 54

1. [U] the study of written works which have artistic value (%

2. [U] written works which have artistic value 321 &

[U] the scientific study of the way in which wealth is produced and used £

¥

1. put together with sth. else so as to increase the number, size, or importance
B, @

2. put numbers together to find the total #HAI

[C; U] a choice about what should be done HtE; HE

e B USRS RIAIC, AEMARD PRI 7 AT o7 QR E L AR .
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/” PHRASES AND EXPRESSIONS

call sb. sth. say that sb. or sth. is JA Ay - LETEE 158 B A

trade in buy and sell MEE----- %5

in fact as a matter of fact SEPr |; HSE

put down place sth. down J#f |

make a mistake do wrongly; get sth. wrong S5 iR

not ... at all not in any way ZZZEM A, — LA

spend ... doing use ... in (8. KR AT

of one’s day of one’s age Kt A b AOIF L

be worried about be anxious about JAj------ L, Ao REK

at last finally Hf5, & T

all over the world worldwide 557G (), 2H5F0Gth)

learn of become informed of FKZE&, 540, T# ;

in the field of in a branch of knowledge or an area of activity 745, 7E----- -5 H

as a result caused or produced by sth. else {EA#ER, R
e

-/
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1. Alfred Nobel: Please visit the web site ,w.nobel.se for more information about Alfred Nobel.
2. Nobel Prize: The web site 1iip //www nobel s would let you have more information about the Nobel

Prize.
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EXercises-

Reading Aloud
j Read the following paragraph aloud until you can say it from memory.

The newspaper reported the death of Alfred Nobel on April 13, 1888. The newspaper called him a
person who traded in death, because he had developed and sold explosives. In fact, Alfred Nobel’s business
had made him a very nch man The newspaper story continued, giving Alfred Nobel’s age, nation, and
other information about his business. However, the words about “trading in death” were all that the

55-year-old man read

Comprehension of the Text

J Answer the following questions according to the text.

1 Why did the newspaper call Alfred Nobel a man who traded 1n death?

2. When was Nobel born according to (##$) the passage?

3. Why did Nobel create his explosive?

4. What kind of man did Nobel want people to remember him as?

5. Why does the writer think Nobel invented his explosive at a perfect moment in time?
6. What did Nobel decide to do with his money after his death?

7. To whom did Nobel want to award the prize?

8. How many kinds of prizes are there in the Nobel Prize now? What are they?

Vocabulary

J Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form where necessary.

perfect create death trade
continue wonder destroy intormation
spend prize award invent
1. Before his Alfred Nobel decided to set up a prize with his money to honor the people who

did great things 1n science, writing, and world peace.
2. The old man died but his shop to trade under its old name.
3. This was the chance I’d been waiting for — a chance to learn a and make something of

myself.
4. Earnest Hemingway believed (#81%) that he should kill himself when he was not able to



