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The overwhelming beauty will stop you dead in your tracks...It didn’t
even really look real. The cliffs, they look like they're painted; you can never
get enough of it. The sheer force of nature can be devastating'. Anything in the
path of this lava will be completely destroyed. For some these wondrous places
provide the ultimate rush. For others, the ultimate challenge. There have been
somewhere around a hundred and fifty or sixty deaths on the mountain. To ev-
eryone who sees them, they are the most amazing creations Mother Nature has
to offer.

T X RS EREREHRERIES - BERREEARZ
i, BEE X0 E W E A, IEARETR. BRDATLL
R KR, AREREZL, —VIEWEHERBRRFER ., MHEEAME, X
B H T A AT RS BRI R . X T — SRS, AR
B FHRBAkER. KA—BEATAGEXE L B, XFHAEA
S 0B X B A R AR, BATR A B RE TP HARE.

Nothing can compare to the breath-taking beauty of Mother Nature. Her
scale is spectacular...the sheer force of nature provides an awesome display of
power and an ever-evolving landscape of unparalleled splendor.

Hawaii...Land of sun, fun, big surf, and teeny bikinis. But these magical is-
lands literally rose up out of the vast blue ocean with the help of big, bad, explo-
sive volcanoes.The process that people are seeing here is really the process of
land building that started four point five billion years ago on our planet. This is
primitive molten rock coming up from the earth’s interior.

1. devastate:
['devesteit] ot
completely destroy
(sth.) ; ruin
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Primitive  but

pEsr=®EW | powerful and the
BEL RN —&, :

ti b ramental
A FEROR most temperame

of them all today is
called the Kilauea
Volcano. Volcanolo-
gist Ken Hon has
studied this volatile'
volcano since it be-
gan erupting in 1983,
and he sees no end in
sight to its fiery ex-
pansion. Kilauea is u-
nique among the world’s volcanoes in that it’s not only one of the most active
volcanoes in the world, but it puts out, probably, the highest volume per year of
lava of any volcano on the planet. On average, overa thousand gallons of lava
come streaming, gushing or oozing out of Kilauea every second, of every day of

the year.

Kilauea rises just over four thousand feet above sea level—that’s taller
than four Eiffel towers stacked on top of each other—but, there’s a lot more
depth to Kilauea than meets the eye. The impressive thing about Kilauea is
what people don’t see of it, and there’s about another 18,000 feet of this
volcano that goes down below sea level to the ocean floor. So it’s really
among one of the largest volcanoes in the world as well.

It’s also one of the most powerful. With temperatures hot enough to melt
rock at over 1,500 degrees, Kilauea has the power to do some pretty serious
damage. It’s very very destructive to things that already exist on the island of
Hawaii, such as trees, wildlife, buildings, anything in the path of this lava will
be completely destroyed. Partly because it gets run over by the lava, but most
importantly because it’s so hot that it sets everything in it’s path on fire. It’s
1. volatile: completely unpredictable and uncontrollable. There’s nothing you can do
[Volotal] adj. tending | about its advance so it can be very deadly to people that live in its path.

to violence; explosive i % . " .
SR B B But amazingly, out of Kilauea’s destruction comes creation. What looks
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like a process of destruction to us as human beings is really the process of | 1-00ze:
[uz] w»i. (of thick

island building and growth. And while the rich volcanic soil generates new Gy leaie
plant life, the lava oozes' into the Pacific. And to think that all of this earthly | flow out slowly (g
devastation and creation is the result of some pretty explosive mythology. RERAE) BERL

Hawaiian native Terry Riveira knows the legend. She says that Pele is
their goddess of their volcanoes and takes care of these fires of the volcanoes.
She had an older sister who took care of the oceans. And every day a powerful
clash between the goddess of water and the goddess of fire can be sepn as
Kilauea’s lava flows into the ocean.

Over the last two decades Kilauea has exploded with 55 major eruptions.
Fountains going up in the air a thousand fifteen hundred feet, even more. These
booms are so loud and the tremendous explosions going up in the air are just
so spectacular it takes your breath away. The lava released in a major eruption
creates searing flows that stretches for miles.

Kilauea is a natural wonder, cause it’s a place where you can see active
eruption taking place, new land being formed. And you can hear actually. You
can hear the flows as they’re coming up and the surface cools, it crackles. You
can actually approach this volcano, and watch its grandeur and its beauty O
without getting killed. And that’s unusual. EHBEES NN

For helping to build paradise, Kilauea, one of the world’s most active | EAXWB R K
volcanoes blasts onto the list at number ten. B
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Coming in
at number nine.
These amazing
wonders not only
live for thou-
sands of years,
they are also con-
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1. Sequoia National

Park:
ZEMNERLEL
i ~E
Y Wt ali 4
sidered to be the largest living organisms on the face of the earth.
Driving into California’s Sequoia National Park’ is like stepping back in
time; the rugged forest is crowded with large fir trees and tall Lodgepole pines...
But they all look like puny twigs compared to the giant sequoia. Sequoias fas-
cinate people. They fascinate people by their size. They fascinate people by
their age. They simply exceed human dimensions.
If it’s true that size doesn’t matter, then these giants still earn points for
longevity. These trees can live up to three thousand years. And the granddaddy :2:;_1“2 n

of them all is General Sherman—a tree believed to be the largest single living
thing on the planet. The General Sherman :
tree would block three, full 12-foot wide
lanes. It’s 36 feet in diameter at the base.
And the tallest sequoia tree is more than a
100 yards long. More than the length of a
full football field.

And all giant sequoias, like the good
General himself, will just keep on growing,
and growing...and growing. So, it has seen
most of the history. It dates back to maybe as
far as the time of Christ. Certainly to the late
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Roman Empire. And as the Roman Empire fell,
so too will the General eventually. It seems
sequoias just get so big that the roots can’t
support them anymore. And then...what grows
up...must come down. And when this tree falls in
the forest, you can bet you'll hear it.

The northwest settlers who discovered the
sequoias in the 19th century were stunned by
what they saw. They had two reactions. One was
they 're neat. And the other was maybe we can
make some money. For years early settlers tried
to cut these gentle giants down. But that proved
to be a giant waste of time. When you tried to
saw the wood or to break it apart, you discovered
the wood is actually pretty brittle, which made it
virtually impossible to build with.

Sequoias survived the loggers, but they still
have to brave the elements. Not only are these
trees big... They’re also extremely finicky. Se-
quoias have a very special formula to where they
grow. Below 5,000 feet it’s simply too dry. They
can live in snow obviously but they don’t like
below zero Fahrenheit weather.

And sequoias also rely on another powerful
element to ensure their survival—fire. Giant se-

quoias are actually dependent on fire for their re-
production. The rising heat of a fire beneath a gi-
ant sequoia dries the cone and causes the scales
to open. And the seeds are able to release.

In order to preserve these awesome won-
ders, the Sequoia National Park was created in
1890. By 1926, when the first roads were
opened, crowds from around the world came
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pouring in.
For being the largest and most magnificent living organisms on the planet,
the giant sequoia is rooted on the list at nine.
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Coming in at number eight. It is the largest sub-tropical wilderness in the
United States. :

The mystery of how it works is something that people are just beginning
to understand. It’s the only place in the world where alligators' and crocodiles
co-exist and where freshwater and saltwater mix to create an environment
where mangrove trees and sawgrass flourish. It’s also one of the United
States’ largest national preserves. One of the main reasons for it being created
was that it had such a diversity of life. And part of that diversity comes from
the fact that we’re on an overlap area where plants and animals from the
temperate United States are found co-existing with plants and animals from the
tropics, basically in the Caribbean.

The Everglades® is one of the largest natural preserves. Over four hundred
species of birds call the Everglades home, as well as countless other forms of
plant and animal life. But there is a real danger facing this important ecosys-
tem. Mike Chenoweth is president of Friends of the Everglades, an organiza-
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1. alligator:

['eeligeita] n. either of
two large reptiles,
Alligator
Mississipiensis of the
southeast United
States or A sinensis of
China,having sharp
teeth and powerful
jaws. They differ from
crocodiles in having a
broader, shorter
snout 81288, AP K
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