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Preface

Germany, France, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxemburg
establish European Union (EU), once named the European Economic
Community (E.C.C) {founded in 1957). As the entry of the United King-
dom, Denmark and Ireland in 1973, Greece in 1981, Spain and Portugal in
1986, these countries signed the Treaty on European Union(TEU) on 2
February 1992 (Masticate Treaty ) , which was into effect in November, the
Ist, 1993. Since then, E.C.C is replaced by EU, which will speak in a
voice. In January 1995, Sweden, Finland and Austria also enter into EU.
Until March in 2003, EU consists of 15 members with an area of 3 235 000
square kilometers and a population of 368 000 000.

EU is the biggest economic group and regional international group
with the highest degree of integration, whose amount of import and export
has surpassed U.S.A and Japan, the formation and development of EU
have a great influence on the intemnational economy, politics and culture,
meanwhile provide us with many new fields waiting for study. For exam-

ple, the Social Security System and legislation is a significant problem for
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study.

The Social Security System of the EU members has promoted the de-
velopment of civilization, for example, the first Social Assistance Law was
made in the United Kingdom, and the first Insurance Law of modem soci-
ety in Germany, the first Mandatory Unemployment Insurance in France
and the United Kingdom is the first welfare country. Although the short-
comings of high welfare system forced EU members to review and recon-
struct their social security system, the numerous first and the review and
reconstruction of social security system can hardly decrease our interest in
their social security system.

This book means to study the social security system of EU members
with a great attention to social insurance. In structure, the book consists
of three parts: the history of social security system, the content of social
security system and considerations of Chinese social security system (Due
to the lack of necessary materials, some countries remain outside the
structure. However, a few countries have been beyond the structure be-
cause of the abundance of materials. ) . In historic part, we take in the
products of many scholars; in legal part, we make the social security sys-
tem of all the countries in the EURO our blueprint; the part of considera-
tion of Chinese Social Security System contains the authors’ thoughts be-
sides ahsorbing the products of other scholars.

In order to fully understand the Social Security System of EU, in the
part of contents, this book moves on the basis of the cultural background
of our country. For example, Pension is called as the Old, Injury, Death
Insurance in EU members; EU members stipulates Disease, Maternity In-
surance in their law, but in our books we call it as Medical Insurance in-

cluding Maternity Insurance.
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Our purpose of study is to learn and absorb the experience and
lessons of Social Security System of other countries, which will be com-
bined, with the situation of China, to promote our understanding of Social
Security System. Undoubtedly, as to the young Social Security System,
the writing and publishing of this book possess some social and theoretic

significance.

Shaofen
2003.3
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