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Abstract

Forest is the cradle of human beings. The ancestors of human beings
collect “fruits of plants” or hunt animals as their food in wild forests. In
the development course starting from obtaining fire by drilling wood
to living on the tree, from eating raw birds and animals to furrowing by
falchion and kindling wood to fertilize lands, our ancestors enter into
the civilized society. On the meantime the ecological crisis of the global
environment is threatening the existence of human beings today.
Therefore, the forest, the birthplace of human beings, is greatly yearned.
Consequently, an upsurge of forest tourism is gradually formed both
domestically and aboard.

The paper illustrates the concepts and meanings of culture, forestry
culture, tourism and forest tourism as well as the category of forest
tourism and the content of forest tourism culture. It is put forward in
this paper that all the activities conducted in an environment where
forest exists, no matter whether the object is natural ecological system
or humanistic sight, what the purpose and way of activity are, are called
by a joint name forest tourism.

The main object of the research is forest tourism culture in Zhejiang,
which is investigated and analyzed from a multi-angle of social sciences
and natural sciences. It is pointed out that the natural resources of forest
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tourism in Zhejiang is abundant and unique, and the resources of different
scenic spots characterizing forests, wood, mountains, lakes, rivers, seas,
springs, waterfalls, caves and stones are extremely rich. In addition,
forest tourism in Zhejiang has a long history and colorful culture, and
engendered a cultural tradition of forest tourism of long standing.

By the approach of historical research and starting from deeply
excavating and systematically sorting out historical and relic materials,
the origin and changes of forest tourism culture in Zhejiang are analyzed
and researched into. In compliance with the objective route of historical
development, and based on time and its contents, forest tourism culture
in Zhejiang are divided into four periods: formation period, development
period, prosperity period, and approaching modern times period; based
on its representation of characteristics, it can be divided into origin and
transition period, classifying and humanizing landscape and fusing forest
period, enjoying and appreciating landscape and the climax of forest
period, sight-seeing, exploring landscape and the science of forest period.
Though facing the difficulty of large time span, different representation
of contents and characteristics of forest tourism culture in different
periods, the paper tries to reach the goal of elucidating the complete
skeleton of the historical development of forest tourism culture, and
make people have a systematic and general historical knowledge of it.

On the meantime, we can see through the greatness and profundity
of Chinese tourism culture, appreciate the development venation of forest
tourism culture and open out the cultural inside information through the
origin and development process of forest tourism culture in Zhejiang. It
is emphasized that forest tourism means not only enjoying natural
scenery, but also possesses profound cultural connotation. In China,
forest tourism culture has a tradition of long standing, “mountains noted

vi



for the people” and “wood gained moisture from the people  are typical
examples. The long history has exerted a gradual influence on the natural
landscape, forest and wood with strong cultural flavor, and shaped many
tourism sights, which integrate nature with humanities. This is the ubiety
of the glamour and advantage of our traditional culture. The cultural
concept of harmonious coexistence between human beings and nature
and protecting ecological environment should become the core meaning
of forest tourism culture, which has been the requirements of both the
idea of harmonizing human beings with nature on ancient times and the
strategy of sustainable development on modern times, reflected in the
philosophies of “harmonizing human beings with nature” and “suiting
activities to nature”. Provided those are understood, it is undoubtedly
beneficial to the development of the theoretical research and practice of

forest tourism.
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