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Costumes of
Mico Ethnic Group

Leishan District, China
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Costumes of Miao Ethnic broup

in LEISHAN - China
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Xijiang and Danjiang Style

Xijiang and Danjiang styles are the main representative of the long skirt-type dress
adornments of Miao in Leishan. They are most popular in Xijiang Town, Danjiang Town,
Xiaojia, Kaitun and Yeniu villages in Yongle Town, Shijiazhai, Xinlian, Pailuo, Wudou
and Yequ in Datang Township, Wengzhu, Rongfang, Yangchang, Wujiang and Wuijie
in Wangfeng Township, Upper and Lower Langde, Wuliu, Baode and Nanmeng in
Langde Village, and Liangyang, Qiaowang, Wuyong and Qianfang in Taojiang Township.

Young man often wears a jacket with buttons in the middle front, loose trousers and
a scarf. Most elderly people wear long gowns, with headscarf or fur hats. The jacket
of informal dresses for young and middle-aged women is usually a right-bordered
garment level with the hip and laces embroidered along the collar, the lap and the
sleeves. They often tie belly bands, which are level with the garment lap, before their
chest and have long trousers with hair coiled into a bun. Most middle-aged women have
a handkerchief around them while young women usually wear silver hairpin, silver comb
or head flowers on the head instead. Aged women wear a triangle-shaped handkerchief
around their head whose upper garments are informal blue dresses with a right border
or "ancient costume" with a crossing-before-chest collar. They also wear a plaited skirt
reaching the ankle. The jacket of formal dresses for young women is usually a collar-
free, crossing-before-chest ancient costume. Miao skirt is called "Dark Lap". All kinds
of peach blossoms and embroidered pieces are decorated on the shoulder, back and
sleeves. The lower part is a long plaited skirt, while the peripheral is a color skirt piece
consisting of dozens of embroidered pieces, with a big apron as long as the skirt is
attached. When women wear formal dresses, they normally have silver horns or silver
coronets on their head. Their jacket is fully decorated with silver pieces, silver beads
and silver bells. Several silver necklaces are placed round the neck and a long-lived
lock-like "pressed collar" is hung. Ear column or earring is used as ear ornament.
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During the chinese national costumes performance on October 14th,2003/the
French and Chinese cultural Year, splendid Miao national costumes of
xijiang City, gave its appearance in the Louvre Palace, Paris.
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