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Summary

1. This summary outlines some major indexes and
important changes of China's agricultural and rural economic
development in 2003 described in the chapters, and makes
some forecasts about the agricultural and rural economic
situation in 2004.

2. In 2003, rural sectors produced 49.1 percent of
China’s GDP (in current price) , decreased by 0.6 percent from
that of the previous year. Of China’s GDP, agriculture
accounted for 14.8 percent, decreased by 0.6 percent; rural
secondary industry for 23.6 percent, increased by 0.8 percent;
rural tertiary for 10.7 percent, decreased by 0.8 percent.

3. In 2003, China’s GDP increased by 9.1 percent. Of
the growth rate of GDP, rural sectors contributed to 3.69
points and accounted for 40.5 percent of the whole growth,
increased slightly from that of the previous year. In rural
sectors, agriculture contributed to 0.34 points and accounted
for 3.75 percent of GDP growth, decreased slightly from the
previous year; rural secondary industry contributed to 3.19
points and accounted for 35.0 percent, increased obviously;

rural tertiary industry contributed to 0. 16 points and accounted
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for 1.76 percent, decreased clearly.

4. In 2003, total value of retail sales of consumer goods in
counties and areas below counties was 1606.5 billion yuan,
increased by 6.8 percent from the previous year. It accounted
for 35.04 percent of whole society’s total value of retail sales of
consumer goods, 1.66 points down.

5. In 2003, arable farming structure was {further
adjusted. The area sown to grain was 99.41 million ha.,
decreased by 4.48 million ha. or 4.3 percent from the previous
year; the area sown to cotton was 5.11 million ha. , increased
by 0.92 million ha. or 22.1 percent; the area sown to oil-
bearing crops was 14.97 million ha. , increased by 0.2 million
ha. or 1.4 percent; the area sown to sugar crops was 1.65
million ha. , decreased by 0.17 million ha. or 9.4 percent; the
area sown to vegetable was 17.91 million ha., increased by
0.56 million ha. or 3.2 percent.

6. In 2003, 9.3 million ha. of afforestation area was
completed, increased by 19.7 percent. The whole afforestation
area first exceeds 1 percent of the whole country’s land.

7. In 2003, aquaculture area was 7.157 million ha.,
increased by 0.303 million ha. or 4.4 percent.

8. In 2003, average price of agricultural products went up
by 7.42 percent, average price of forest products went up by
7.01 percent, average price of liirestock products went up by
1.76 percent, and average price of fishery products kept
relatively stable.

9. In 2003, production input per capita of rural
households was 857 yuan, increased by 40 yuan or 3.5 percent

in real term from that of the last year. Of the production



input, agricultural production took up 668 yuan, increased by
24 yuan or 3.6 percent.

10. In 2003, affected by area reduction and natural
calamities, main staple agricultural products decreased. In
2003, output of grain was 430.67 million tons, decreased by
26.39 million tons or 5.8 percent; output of cotton was 4.87
million tons, decreased by 0.9 percent; output of oil-bearing
crops was 28.05 million tons, decreased by 3.2 percent;
output of sugar crops was 96.7 million tons, decreased by 6.1
percent.

11. In 2003, total output of meat was 69.2 million tons,
5.1 percent higher than that of the previous year; output of
aquatic products was 46.9 million tons, increased by 2.8
percent.

12. In 2003, value added of farming, forestry, animal
husbandry and fishery reached 1724.7 billion yuan, increased
by 2.5 percent in real term, this growth rate is 0.4 points
lower than that of the last year. The agriculture accounted for
14. 8 percent of whole GDP, 0.6 points down. Of the value
added of farming, forestry, animal husbandry and fishery,
arable farming accounted for 57.1 percent, 1.7 points down
from the previous year; forestry and animal husbandry
accounted for 4.9 and 27.5 percent, 0.5 and 1.6 points up
respectively; fishery accounted for 10.5 percent, 0.4 points
down. " A

13. In 2003, of the value added of rural sectors,
agriculture accounted for 28.0 percent, a reduction of 2.5
points; the secondary industry accounted for 54.9 percent, an

increase of 2 points; the tertiary industry accounted for 17.1
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percent, an increase of .5 points.

14. In 2003, value added of township and village
enterprises ( TVEs) reached 3660 billion yuan, increased by 13
percent. Of which, value added of industry was 2596 billion
yuan, increased by 14 percent. In 2003, the business income
of TVEs was 14600 billion yuan, increased by 12.6 percent;
the sum of profit was 8355 billion yuan, increased by 13.2
percent; the sum of taxes was 270 billion yuan, increased by
15.1 percent; the value of exports was 1387 billion yuan,
increased by 20 percent. All economic indexes of TVEs were
the best in recent five years.

15. In 2003, of the rural laborers, agriculture accounted
for 65 percent, 0.9 points less than that of the last year; the
secondary industry accounted for 16.3 percent, 0.9 points
more; the tertiary industry accounted for 18.7 percent, kept
the same as that of the last year. In 2003, TVEs employed 135
million workers, increased by 2.12 million. Iﬁ 2003, rural
laborers who worked outside of their residence accoﬁnted for
18.5 percent of whole rural laborers, 1.8 points higher than
that of the last year. Rural laborers who worked outside of
their residence increased by 8.30 million or 10.3 percent.

16. In 2003, the sum of import and export of agricultural
products reached 40.36 billion US dollar, increased by 31.9
percent from jchat of the previous year, and it accountsd for4.2
percent of thé sum of China’s import and export. Of the sum of
import and export of agricultural products, the sum of export of
agricultural products was 21.43 billion US dollar, increased by
18.1 percent from the last year; the sum of import of

agricultural products was 18.93 billion US dollar, increased by



