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Unit 1

Chinese Horoscopes

Words and Expressions

horoscope & EZAR,XETH aggressive B AR H M
astrological & 2 AR&) cautious EHHY

zodiac HiE+—FTH showy RIXM#y

legend ##t atmosphere X & &

Buddha (#h#%)4= &4

Text

Most people are aware of their astrological signs, and know the
characteristics associated with the twelve signs of the zodiac. Astrology is
based upon your month of birth. Traditional Chinese astrology is differ-
ent. It’s based on your year of birth. There are twelve signs, too, but
they are named after animals. The Chinese New Year falls on a different
date each year, but it begins somewhere between mid-January and mid-
February. You will have to use the chart below to find out your Chinese
sign. The twelve-year cycle begins with the year of the Rat, which this
century first fell in 1900, so it is easy to calculate Chinese years.

The legend is that the order was decided thousands of years ago by
Buddha, who called all the animals to a New Year meeting. Only twelve
came, and the years were named after the twelve animals in the order in
which they arrived. First was the aggressive Rat, second was the hard-
working Ox. Then came the smiling Tiger, followed by the cautious




Rabbit. The showy Dragon came next, then the wise Snake. The gifted
Horse was next, followed by the gentle Goat, then the merry Monkey
and the proud Rooster. Last were the faithful Dog and the honest pig.

People born in specific years are supposed to have characteristics of
the year’s animal. This should not be taken too seriously. The animals
are symbols, and the Chinese idea of each animal’s character is often dif-
ferent from a traditional Western view. The interesting thing about the
cycle of Chinese years is that they relate to the cycles of changes in the ‘
Sun, which is known to affect the Earth’s weather, and may also relate
to earthquakes and electrical changes in the atmosphere.

It’s up to you how seriously you take them. Anyway, it makes a
change when someone comes up to you and says, “I can always tell
people’s birth signs — you're a Virgo.” You can always reply by saying,
“And I can always tell people’s Chinese signs. You're a pig!”

Exercises

Write a paragraph about yourself. The title is: “Why I am/am not a typi-
ca-l . "

Translation
FERE

KEBALAE G CHERURMXE + ZEMXKH R, B
i BRI A A G HRE. BENTESERARE, EUHEFH
g, BHA T AES ERUSYREN. PERE FFSF
BAER—X,BHEEARE—APR_ASFHH. KEATEMAR
BRI PERM. T EMRERNRET S, A L34 1900
SERFRBAE, BVRA SR T EARIES .

AN U R R 7E JLT4ERTSE T oRM . Ak BEETH Y
SMFERS. RETASWRT, BB UX + =4 1P RkRM
REMERFRNER. F—-TREAREENOR, B RBFNS,
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RIG BB, BRE E 0 S % ETRMEZRBN I, RS
RARKE A XKD BN Y. R5RRERETRGHHERKA
o BtfE RSB AESE A

AT AR RA XE R, XA REGEX
IWH. S REREN S, i B EAM SR8 RE 5 T
EEMTEHWE. XTHFEFARFENETEALESKMAZELA
BB RTE—2, K FHAEAL A S B s Bk S5 AT 1R SR E SR L X
REFEREERE—E.

MPERHETYE, IREBRAC T . AMEERE, H—TAX
PRUL“RABHINTH — D AR, IR0, RBRAT AR KB
“REEHWT R — AP ERH, KR

Key to Exercises
(omitted)




Unit 2

Football Stopped a War

Words and Expressions
illegal 33k 49 champion A%

association &

Text

Football started in Britain. The University of Cambridge made the
first rules in 1848. In fact, many other countries played a game like foot-
ball for many centuries before that. The Chinese played tsu chu over two
thousand years ago. “Tsu” means to kick, and “chu” means ball. Before
the nineteenth century, often hundreds of people played at one time.
These games were very often dangerous, and they became illegal. In the
nineteenth century the game was very popular in English schools and uni-
versities. Finally, in 1863, a group of people starter the Football Associ-
ation. The word “soccer” comes from the wora “Association”, and in
England many people call the game by this name.

Today, football is the most popular sport in the world. You can see
the World Cup on television in about one hundred different countries.
But Europe still has the most players — fourteen million. South America
too is very strong. Here there are far fewer players, but they do very
well in the World Cup. Perhaps the most successful team of modern
times is Brazil, and the most famous player, Brazil’s Pele.

People started to watch football in the industrial towns of Britain in

41 Unit2 m



the late nineteenth century, mostly on Saturday afterncons. In 1876 a
Scot, James Lang, was the first man to earn money from football —the
first professional. Just over one hundred years later, in 1978, most Liv-
erpool players earned six hundred pounds each week, but the best earned
a quarter of a million pounds a year.

Things change slowly
in football. Liverpool, the
English champions of 1900
—1901, were still the best
team in the late 1970s. In
Scotland, two teams,
Celtic and Rangers won 66
out ,of 81 championships

up to 1978. Now there are many international competitions and football

is a world-wide sport. Only one major country today — the USA — still
does not have enough good players for international football.

For the rest of the world soccer is very important. When Pele went
to Nigeria during the Biafran war, both sides stopped fighting for two

days.

Exercises
I. Answer the following questions.
1. What is tsu chu?
2. Name two areas of the world where foothall is very popular.
3. What is professional football?
4. What are the names of two famous football teams in Scotland?
5. How do you understand the title “The Football Stopped a War”?
I . Decide whether the following statements are true or false.
1. The Chinese played football before anyone else. ’
2. A long time ago, the teams could be very large.

Y e Football Stopped a War | 5
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The word “soccer” is widely used in England.
Europe has many more players than South America.
Television is very important for football.

All people from Scotland are professionals.

Professionals can earn a lot of money.

W N1 N hn bW

Celtic and Rangers have won 1aost of the Scottish champion-
ships.

9. All major countries in the world today play football.

. 10. Nigerians like football.
. Look at the title of the passage. Can you make another one?
IV. Use the following notes to write a summary.

Mény countries, but the first rules came from, The word “soccer”
comes from, Now football Europe, but South America, Professional
football started, more than £ 250,000 a year, In football, For example,
Now only one

Translation
BRG T 5%

EREBTFEE,SIBFKET 1848 EHETRENERMN, F
3 b, RERM URTHRILMEE , S ERR A RER—FHEZ, F
BAFTEEURNRE R (c0) WG T, “B"RE“B"HER,
“BRERTWER, 9 HEUN, 2K - KEBEREAE—ED
B, XEEHERRER, BRR T AEEN. 19 HEXMizshER
B PSR R M M AT . R T7E 1863 E—HEABLL T BRM &
“ B3R (soccer) " XN E B K B Tt 4 (association) X A1), TE AR 2 1F
£ AKX T2 S FR MR BR (soccer) o

AF REREHR FBAKKGTEES, KTUE-BITER
BN E B AR LR, BARMARMERZS REBE RS
——1 400 F, EEMBMHEYR, XENEREHABBENMEE, B
BfIERAR MRS E, iFSRBRIMRAEREFH

B0 2 b



BA, T 48 Y R ERE 3 B ST LA T .

19 H2BH, ZE TR E B AT EIE R ERILSE, B A
EHRERYPANTF. 1876 4, EBH -8, — BB N, BE -
R R RS ERMA— R BB ERE R wRE—F
ZELUGEH 1978 4, KZ A Y BREA A BA B 81~ B 0T LA 600 3%
& BRBIFHBRE — AU 25 TS

REFTEELMRE, FE2 1900~1901 HFEHNEERTE—
FIPH AR R 70 AT Z I RARFH HIERBA. 4 ZRIBI A
BRA—HUR S ABAVRIFIR E A 1978 4 0 1L BRAR T 81 kM
Ty 66 1. BIEAMREER LI, EREHAREANGFTES. FX
AE-NKE — %2H — BRAFAESBHRAFRAUSNE
B EL 2 o

XHEREHAMEE, RRBEEFEEN, S RE" R FHER
(R4 0 2 8 B A I DR A, SRR T R T PR o

Key to Exercises
I.
1. Tsu chu is a game like football played by Chinese over two thou-
sand years ago.
2. Europe and South America.
3. Professional football refers to it that football players can earn
money from playing.
4. Celtic and Rangers.
5. (omitted)
II.
1.F = 2.T 3.T 4T 5.T
6.F 7.T 8.T 9.F 10.T
I1I1. _
The Most Popular Sport in the World.
IV. (omitted)
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Unit 3

The Real Jazz

‘Words and Expressions

New Orleans # R RR(XER
HMEARM KRS
#Ho)

loose A& #Y, Rty k49

run-down X569, 8 M6y

historic A L¥ 26, & L
AERELLY

band KA

beat (BEFRRATHRBH)RE revive X3¢, E#AST
5 E 3 legendary #¥(X)#
melody #&4¥, il trumpet ‘% ‘

instrument R B

Text

At the beginning of this century, a new music called jazz was born
in New Orleans. It was a “good time” music intended to make people
happy, but it was not so much a kind of music as a style of playing. The
New Orleans musicians learned to work together to produce a loose, re-
laxed beat that is so powerful that listeners cannot help but dance, or at
least move their feet along with it. The melody is always clearly heard,
sung by the different instruments with a beautiful voice like warmth. As
one player puts it, the idea is to “play pretty for all the people.”

The best — almost the only — place to hear the original New Or-
leans jazz is in Preservation Hall, a run-down little building in the center

of one of the city’s most historic neighborhoods, the French Quarter.
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There, seven different bands, made up mostly of very old men, play the
old music for four-and-a-half hours each evening. Some of the people in
the audience are tourists, but most are serious music lovers who are will-
ing to spend time sitting on plain wooden chairs and benches, and even
on the floor. The musicians play the music they want to play, but people
in the audience can make special requests if they are willing to pay for
them. Traditional songs cost one dollar and all others cost two — except
the most traditional song of all, “The Saint’s”. The musicians are so
tired of playing it that it costs five dollars.

Old-style New Orleans jazz is in danger of disappearing because the
men and women who can still play it are getting very old. Many of the
players at Preservation Hall are well over seventy years old. The music
did disappear once before, when people lost interest in it and the musi-
cians had to make their livings doing other things. But the current jazz
revival began in 1938, when music historian William Russell found the
legendary trumpet player Bunk Johnson working in the fields and brought
him back to New Orleans to play. When Preservation Hall opened in
1961, the old music finally had a place to live again, and its popularity
has grown ever since. Now groups from the Hall travel all around the
country, giving people their last chance to hear music that will not exist

for much longer, played by the musicians who actually invented it.

Exercises

I. Answer the following questions.

In what part of New Orleans is Preservation Hall?

How old are the musicians?

Where was Bunk Johnson found?

How much does it cost to request a song at Preservation Hall?
. Why will the old-style Jazz be gone before long?

Why do the musicians like to work in Preservation Hall?

SN R W
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