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TEST 1

Section A

Directions: You will hear a short passage about some changes taking place in the world. Listen
to it and fill out the table with the information you ve heard from the tape for questions 1 — 5.
Some of the information has been given to you in the table. Write only 1 word in each num-
bered box . You'll hear the recording twice. You have 25 seconds to read the table below. (5
points)

Topic Changes about ______ in the world 1

Section one talking about From the eastern seaboard to the plateau 2

Metaphor The world is shrinking and becominga “_ village”. 3

Effect On economy, and psychology 4

Reason for taking ships now ior pe'op;le v?ho have _ to take deluxe tours to the 5
exotic” Orient.

Section B

Directions: You will hear a short lecture on intelligence: Nature vs. Nurture. For questions
6—10, complete sentences and answer the questions while you listen . Use no more than 3 words
for each answer. You will hear the recording twice. You now have 25 seconds to read the sen-
tences and the question below. (5 points)

Questions:
6. The reasons for younger generations smarter than

older generations have been the subject of

7. The two elements that have impact upon human in-

telligence are

8. According to the two scholars’ conclusion, intelli-

gence is

9. How did the researcher test people’s intelligence?

10. What does the April 2001 edition of Psychological

Review present to Measure the impact of environ-

ment upon IQ gains?



Section C

Directions: You will hear three pieces of recorded material. Before listening to each one, you
will have time to read the questions related to it. While listening, answer each question by
choosing A, B, Cor D. After listening, you will have time to check your answers. You will
hear each piece once only. (10 points)

Questions 11—13 are based on the following talk about the newborn baby. You now have 15 sec-
onds to read questions 11—13.

11. What is the main idea of this passage?
A) The Newborns senses B) New babies are smarter than you think.
C) Newborns preferences D) Premature babies are battered.

” o«

12. In Paragraph 1, “Most thought...,” “most” refers to

A) psychologists C) parents B) babies D) doctors

13. You would most likely find this article discussed in .
A) a child psychology book B) a children’s literature book
C) a book for pregnant women D) a book of preferences

Questions 14—16 are based on the following talk about a different view of love and hate. You
now have 15 seconds to read questions 14—16.

14. When do you feel that you are fond of someone?
A) When the person shows fondness of you.
B) When you feel fondness of the person.
C) When you find someone is annoying.

D) When some common things occur.

15. Falling in love with a person who doesn’ t love oneself is something

A) common C) rare B) reflected D) fascinated

16. What is the reason why we like or hate a person?
A) Without reason. B) The person likes us.
C) The person hates us. D) The person likes or hates us.

Questions 17—20 are based on the following talk about nap in America. You now have 15 sec-
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onds to read questions 17—20.

17. It is commonly accepted in American society that too much sleep is

A) unreasonable C) harmful B) criminal D) costly

18. The research done by the Dement Commission shows that Americans
A) don’t like to take naps
B) are terribly worried about their national debt
C) sleep less than is good for them

D) have caused many industrial and traffic accidents

19. The purpose of this articleisto
A) warn us of the wickedness of napping
B) explain the danger of sleepiness
C) discuss the side effects of napping

D) convince the reader of the necessity of napping

20. The second sentence of the last paragraph tells us that it is
A) preferable to have a sound sleep before a night shift
B) good practice to eat something light before we go to bed
C) essential to make up for lost sleep

D) natural to take a nap whenever we feel the need for it
Key to Test 1

Section A

1. travel 2. westernmost 3. global 4.politics 5. money

Section B

6 debate. 7. Genetics and environment 8. Genetically predetermined
9. Through IQ test 10. model

Section C

i1. B) 12. A) 13. A) 14.B) 15. Q)

16. D) 17.B) 18.C) 19.D) 20.D)

Tapescript

Section A

In China of the 1940s, to go from the eastern seaboard to the western most plateau would
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have taken almost a whole year including the travel by slow boat through the hazardous Yangtze
River gorges and still slower rides on yak back.

But now | am making the seventeen-day trip in about seventeen hours, and another five-hour
flight will take me from San Francisco to New York. Even if I had began this trip in Lhasa, in
western China’s Tibet, it would take no more than a week to get to New York.

The world is shrinking and becoming a “global village”, and the economic, political and psy-
chological effects are deep and far-reaching. It drives home the truth that all must learn to live,
understand, and cooperate with one another. And this is doubly true for China and America, two
of the biggest “households” in the global village.

Chatting about my sea voyage with an American on the plane, I learn that there are still pas-
senger ships plying the Pacific, but they are luxury liners operated mostly by the Nordic countries

for people who have money to take deluxe tours to the “exotic” Orient.

Section B

Testing tells us we are measurably smarter than our recent forefathers. But the reasons for
that century-long increase in intelligence have long been the subject of scientific—and occasionally
political—debate.

Over the past 50 years scientists and psychologists have increasingly argued over whether ge-
netics or environment has a greater impact upon human intelligence. Until recently there has been
a clear division between two scientific camps: herediticians, who believe genetics and heredity
play a nearly exclusive role in determining measurable intelligence; and environmentalists, who
believe that environment and experience play the significant role.

The contentious scientific debate over “nature vs. nurture” has also occasionally been simpli-
fied and injected—rather explosively—into the contentious world of politics. In 1994, American
Enterprise Institute scholar Charles Murray, along with Richard Herrnstein, published The Bell
Curve, which was met with electrifying scientific and political criticism. The two herediticians
were cast as racists and elitists, and labeled eugenicists for their conclusion that intelligence is ge-
netically predetermined, inalterable and the cause for a “cognitive stratification” in the United
States.

The authors were accused of slighting the genetic makeup of African-Americans in the books
two chapters dealing with the disparity in 1Q test results between whites and blacks. Some widely
accepted research indicates that blacks score an average of 15 points (a full standard deviation),
lower than whites on 1Q tests.

Recently, Brookings Institution economist William Dickens has teamed with well-known 1Q re-
searcher James Flynn to step into the fray with a study published in the April 2001 edition of Psychologi-
cal Review. The study, which may alter the nature vs. nurture debate about intelligence, presents a
model designed to specifically measure the impact of environment upon IQ gains.




Section C
Passage 1

From the moment of birth, a baby has a great deal to say to his parents, and they to him.
But a decade or so ago, psychologists were describing the newborn as a primitive creature who
reacted only by reflex, a helpless victim of its environment without capacity to influence it. And
mothers accepted the gospel. Most thought (and some still do) that a new infant could see only
blurry shadows, that his other senses were undeveloped, and that all he required was nourish-
ment, clean diapers, and a warm bassinet.

Today university laboratories across the country are studying newborns in their first month of
life. As a result, psychologists now describe the new baby as perceptive, with remarkable learn-
ing abilities and an even more remarkable capacity to shape his or her environment.

When a mere nine minutes old, an infant prefers a human face to ahead-shaped outline. By
the time he’s twelve hours old, his entire body moves in precise synchrony to the sound of a hu-
man voice, as if he were dancing.

At the end of a week, a newborn recognizes something familiar about the mother who has fed
him from birth. And by four weeks, infants are already able to recognize subtle differences in lan-
guage sounds and can distinguish baba and mama.

These examples illustrate the newborn’s fine discrimination and sensitivity to human con-
tact. All five of a baby’s senses are in working order from the moment of birth. The newbom can
distinguish color from black and white. If you move an object slowly before his face, his eyes and
even his head will follow it.

Hearing is even more acute. Shake a rattle, and the newborn turns his head toward the
sound. He startles at a sudden loud noise. When an infant’s cry brings a quick response, he starts
to learn the purpose of language. Other senses—taste, smell, touch—are equally acute.

Passage 2

When you feel somebody is showing fondness of you, you are actually fond of the person.
When you find somebody annoying, actually you dislike the person. Such things are common oc-
currences.

We are likely drawn to those who have a good opinion of us. Why do we think the person is
well disposed towards us or even like us? That’s because we like the person.

At the first encounter we talk with each other like old friends. When back at home we ask
ourselves if the person means to like us. It seems so. But the fact is that we have been so fascinat-
ed by him as to take a fancy to him.

Liking or love should be reciprocal. Falling in love with a person who doesn’t love oneself is
something rare. To keep on loving a person who does not requite one’ s love is either foolish or
great.

One says scornfully to show one’s dislike that one has never liked him since the very begin-

ning. Actually one is striking first to gain the advantage when one finds oneself in disfavour—a




means of self-protection in essence.

If the other party is not congenial or seemingly holds one in contempt, one would contradict
by saying that one has all along looked down on him, or even hate the sight of him!

Often we wonder why we like or hate a person without reason. Perhaps it is not so. There is
a reason. The reason can be traced back to ourselves.

Passage 3

American society is not nap (4B )-friendly. In fact, says David Dinges, a sleep specialist at
the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, “There’s even a prohibition against admitting
we need sleep.” Nobody wants to be caught napping or found asleep at work. To quote a
proverb: “Some sleep five hours, nature requires seven, laziness nine and wickedness eleven. ”

Wrong. The way not to fall asleep at work is to take naps when you need them. “We have to
totally change our attitude toward napping,” says Dr. William Dement of Stanford University,
the godfather of sleep research.

Last year a national commission led by Dement identified an “American sleep debt” which
one member said was as important as the national debt. The commission was concerned about the
dangers of sleepiness: people causing industrial accidents or falling asleep while driving. This may
be why we have a new sleep policy in the White House. According to recent reports, President
Clinton is trying to take a half-hour snooze(¥TH#&HE) every afternoon.

About 60 percent of American adults nap when given the opportunity. We seem to have “a mid-af-
ternoon quiet phase,” also called “a secondary sleep gate. ” Sleeping 15 minutes to two hours in the early
afternoon can reduce stress and make us refreshed. Clearly, we were born to nap.

We Superstars of Snooze don’t nap to replace lost shut-eye or to prepare for a night shift.
Rather, we “snack” on sleep, whenever wherever and at whatever time we feel like it. I myself
have napped in buses, cars, planes and on boats; on floors and beds; and in libraries, offices and

museums.
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TEST 2

Section A

Directions: You will hear a short dialogue between a stranger and Li about asking the way.
Listen to it and fill out the table with the information you 've heard from the tape for questions
1—>5. Some of the information has been given to you in the table. Write only 1 word in each
numbered box . You'll hear the recording twice. You have 25 seconds to read the table below .
(5 points)

Stranger’s destination First National _ 1
Li’s attitude 2
Location of the two At Street . 3
Get on from where he is. 4

One of the steps to be taken Get off two .

Go up the short stairway. 5
Last sentence of Li No ! Good luck!

Section B

Directions: You will hear a short lecture on divorce and alternative lifestyles. For questions 6—
10, complete sentences and answer the question while you listen. Use no more than 3 words for
each answer. You will hear the recording twice. You now have 25 seconds to read the sentences
and the question below. (5 points)

6. How many American marriages end with divorce? L

7. The high divorce rate in America does not mean that l

Americans consider marriage a casual.

8. Why some women stay in unhappy marriages? [

9. Which marriages are most likely to end in divorce? L

10. When a couple get divorced, the court may require [

the man to pay his former wife

Section C

Directions: You will hear three pieces of recorded material. Before listening to each one, you



will have time to read the questions related to it. While listening , answer each question by

choosing A, B, Cor D. After listening, you will have time to check your answers. You will
hear each piece once only. (10 points)

Questions 11—13 are based on the following talk about tips for customers when they are not sat-
isfied with the goods they buy. You now have 15 seconds to read questions 11—13.

11.

12.

13.

How many pieces of advice does the author list to voice your dissatisfaction?
A) Four B) Three C) Two D) Five

What is the best way the author thinks to seek redress?
A) to take legal action B) to let the vendor make good voluntarily
C) to urge the vendor to make good D) to quarrel with the vendor

What’ s the main purpose of your writing a letter of complaint?
A) to break off a deal B) to lower the vendor’s reputation

C) to give vent to your anger D) to get compensation

Questions 14—16 are based on the following talk about passion for the old people in France .
You now have 15 seconds to read questions 14—16.

14.

15.

16.

“Viager” in the passage means

A) money earned by selling the property of the aged people
B) the way of disposing of the house of the old people

C) practice of converting property into private pension

D) old-age pension provided by Social Security and by relatives

The old people in France ________.

A) depend on viager

B) have to advertise their property for volunteers
C) can sell their property at will

D) can sell their property because they are advancing in ages

The most appropriate title of the passage would be
A) A Strange Practice B) A Fair Exchange
C) Old People in France D) A Wise Decision

Questions 17—20 are based on the following talk about economic development in the United




State. You now have 15 seconds to read questions 17—20.

17. Why do Southern farmers shift to planting sugar, peanuts and other kinds of crops?
A) Because farmers don’ t think it a good way to raise cotton and tobacco together.
B) Because farmers find they can become richer only when they plant these things.
C) Because if they just raise cotton and tobacco, the unstable price will probably cause them
to suffer an economic loss.

D) Because world prices for these things are relatively stable.

18. Florida’s boom tourism industry owes much to
A) its location in the South where there was once slavery
B) its favorable weather and long beaches
C) its fishing production

D) its natural resources

19. The South doesn’t produce .
A) steel C) machinery B) textile D) chemicals

20. We can find mining in

A) Memphis C) Kentucky
B) the Gulf of Mexico D) Alabama
Key to Test 2
Section A

1. Bank 2. warm-hearted(kind) 3. 86% 4. stops 5. sweat
Section B

6.1/4 7. unimportant relationship 8. no financial support
9. low-income people, teenagers 10. money
Section C

11. C) 12.C) 13.B) 14.B) 15.0)
16. D) 17.C) 18.B) 19.D) 20.C)

Tapescript

Section A :
How to Get to the First National Bank?

_______JilIiH;




Stranger: Excuse me, Will you help me, please?

Li: Sure, if 1 can.

Stranger: Thank you. Would you please show me how to get to the First National Bank?
Li: Are you new here?

Stranger: Yes.

Li: Are you familiar with the subway system?

Stranger: No.

Li: All right. Cross the street. There is a subway entrance. The subway on that side

goes uptown. The First National Bank is at 110 Broadway. We are now at 86™
Street. Are you with me?

Stranger: Yes. But where should I get off then?

Li: Let me see. You get on at the 86" Street stop. There is a stop at 96" and 110%.
0.K, you get off two stops from the place where you get on.

Stranger: What shall I do after I get off at 110%™ Street?

Li: There are two exits. You should turn to the left, and go up the short stairway to

the street. Go straight forward a few steps to the intersection. Then cross the

street and you’ll find the bank on your left. Clear?

Stranger: I appreciate your help so much. I’ll be sure to find my way around after such de-
tailed directions. Sorry for taking so much of your time.

Li: No sweat! Good luck.

Section B

During the traditional wedding ceremony, the bridal couple promise each other lifelong devo-
tion. Yet, about one out of four American marriages ends in divorce. Since 1940, the divorce rate
has more than doubled, and experts predict that, of all marriages that occurred in the 1970s,
about 50% will end in divorce. The U.S. A. has one of the highest divorce rates in the world,
perhaps even the highest.

What goes wrong? The fact that divorce is so common in the United States does not mean
that Americans consider marriage a casual, unimportant relationship. Just the opposite is true.
Americans expect a great deal from marriage. They seek physical, emotional, and intellectual
compatibility. They want to be deeply loved and understood. It is because Americans expect so
much from marriage that so many get divorced. They prefer no marriage at all to a marriage with-
out love and understanding. With typical American optimism, they end one marriage in hope that
the next will be happier. With no-fault divorce laws in many states, it is easier than ever to get a
divorce. Some American women stay in unhappy marriages because they don’t have the education
or job experience to support themselves and their children. But most American women believe
that, if necessary, they can make it alone without a husband. All things considered, Americans

have little reason to continue an unhappy marriage.

I




Which marriages are most likely to end in divorce? Marriages between people with low in-
comes or limited education and marriages between teenagers are at greatest risk. The number of
divorces between couples with children under the age of 18 is declining, and almost 45% of
divorcing couples are childless.

When a couple get divorced, the court may require the man to pay his former wife a monthly
sum of money called alimony. The amount of alimony depends on the husband’s income, the
wife’s needs and the length of the marriage. If the woman is working and earns a good salary,
she may receive no alimony at all. Occasionally, the court decides that a woman should pay her
husband alimony. About 10% of American women outearn their husbands. If the woman has to-
tally supported her husband during the marriage, the court may decide that she must continue to

support him after the divorce. This is a rather new concept in the United States.

Section C
Passage 1

Not every service or product meets your satisfaction. When you are dissatisfied, you should
voice your dissatisfaction. One reason for doing so is to help the vendor (323 ) know there is a
problem. The problem may have been created at a lower level in the vendor’s company, and the
vendor himself may know nothing about it at all. You render him a service when you bring weak-
nesses or failures to his attention.

A second reason for writing a letter of complaint to a vendor is to seek redress. You may not
wish to pursue the matter so far as to take legal action, but you may wish to give the vendor the
opportunity of making good. Most vendors value your business and their reputation sufficiently to
replace defective goods, re-supply work that did not meet specifications, or refund money when
necessary. No vendor likes to do so, but your carefully worded letter of complaint may motivate
him to do so.

When you write a letter of complaint, you’d better keep these TIPS in mind: First, be cour-
teous though firm. You will not win a vendor’s cooperation by anger. Secondly, be reasonable.
Show logically and factually that the fault lies with the vendor or his claims. The vendor should be
impressed with your fairness and quiet grasp of the facts in the matter. Thirdly, be specific about
what is wrong. Be equally specific about what you want done about it. Lastly, tell how you have
been hurt or inconvenienced by the problem. This strengthens your argument for redress.
Passage 2

If you are French, own a house in France and are getting on in years with nobody to inherit
your property, there is a way to parlay (F| ) your home into a kind of do-it-yourself old-age
pension plan. It is called viager, which in simple English is an annuity. Classified advertisements
appear in newspapers and magazines such as this one from an issue of Le Figaro: “sixty kilometres
from Paris, viager, farm-house, central heating, bathroom, covered interior court, house 500

square metres, property 6000 square metres, two persons age 69 and 72.”

T




The house is not exactly up for sale. But the old people who own it are looking for somebody
who will be able to provide them with a guaranteed monthly income for the rest of their lives-in
return for which the provider takes possession of their property and becomes its sole owner when
they both die.

Despite the steadily increasing scope of state old-age assistance benefits in France, about
4,000,000 old people also receive viager income, not only on their houses or small farms but also
on apartments and even houseboats. It is arranged by lawyers who specialize in property matters,
with the system not only enshrined ({£7F) in law but also included in French income-tax regula-
tions. There is nothing to prevent old people who take up viager arrangements from taking full
advantage of French state benefits as well.

The government s goal is to have the average French worker retire with an income, Social
Security plus private pension, which will be equal to two thirds of what he or she earned while
working.

Passage 3

For many years, cotton and tobacco were the South’s only agricultural products of any im-
portance. In the mid-twentieth century, however, Southern farmers began sorely less and less
upon one crop to earn a living. World prices of cotton and tobacco often vary greatly. Therefore,
a sudden fall in the price of either can cause economic suffering to those who depend solely on one
crop for income. Consequently, many Southern farmers now raise sugar, peanuts, corn, rice and
a wide variety of garden vegetables. Citrus fruits are also grown in large quantities, especially in
Florida where they can receive warmth and sunlight all year long.

The other major economic activities in the region include mining (in Kentucky and Ten-
nessee), fishing (in all coastal states, particularly along the Gulf of Mexico), steel and other
heavy industries (in some of the larger cities, such as Birmingham, Alabama, Memphis, and
Tennessee) , and tourism (in the coastal areas). In Florida, income from tourism accounts for
more than half of the state’s revenues during the winter months. The textile industry accounts
for the employment of many people in the two Carolinas, and the U.S. military and space pro-
grams also contribute greatly to the economy of the region. The major launching center for
NASA, where all of the space shuttle flights originate, is Cape Canaveral, on the east coast of
Florida. In addition, there are more army, navy, air force, and marine bases in the South than in

any other region of the United States.




